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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
August 19, 2020 
 
KYLE REIFERS 
 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  It's kind of weird just walking over to 18 and not seeing any stands or 
anything. Just seems kind of quiet around here. For me, I love this place, I love this area 
obviously. Kind of landing here, kind of take a deep breath and get pretty excited. 
 
Q.  You never played the Open, have you? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  The U.S. Open? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  No. I missed I want to say six straight years by 1 or in a playoff All year in 
the qualifier, so I feel like at some point I'm due to get in. But no -- 
 
Q.  You know, if you finished, well, top-5 in the three tournaments --  
 
KYLE REIFERS:  Yeah, yeah. Really probably a win I would assume -- 
 
Q.  I would think, or yeah, yeah. You played last week? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  I did. I missed the cut by 1.  My game's in good shape, I feel good, I went 
home for a few days. 
 
Q.  Right.  
 
KYLE REIFERS:  Kind of rested up and I'm pretty fired up. I feel like I know this place as 
good as anyone and have a good memories, I've played well here before. 
 
Q.  I mean, this is impossible to know, but a better shot of making the Open over 
these three weeks or in a qualifier? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  Boy, that's a -- I would probably say a qualifier.  I mean, you have, what 
are there, 15 -- I mean -- 14 to 17 spots or something --  
 
Q.  Right.  
 
KYLE REIFERS:  -- in a qualifier?  
 
Q.  Right. 
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KYLE REIFERS:  But you could also say if you get it rolling that, hey, it was easier to come 
out here and -- 
 
Q.  Right. 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  You know, there are so many good players each week, 144 guys this 
week that are all -- you know, you don't get into this tournament without doing something or 
at least playing decent. So there's a lot of great players here. You know, I'd probably say 
qualifier would be an easier shot in the dark. You know, I love this place, so I feel like my 
odds would be a little higher than another place that I don't like as much. Yeah, I'm excited. 
 
Q.  I don't know about -- maybe extreme to say a dream to play the U.S. Open, but 
since you've not done it, so -- 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  I think so. Winged Foot's a great place. Played the U.S. Amateur there. 
 
Q.  Oh, you played it? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  Yeah, yeah, played the U.S. Amateur there. Right now, the way that this 
tour is, you know, we're combining the two seasons, it's just kind of a different mindset, I 
guess. You kind of forget normally when you're here in this tournament. 
 
Q.  Yeah.  
 
KYLE REIFERS:  There's either you have your card or it's a, I'm not saying really stressful, 
but it's a very intense week. So it's kind of a different feel this week. 
 
Q.  I know, it's chill. 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  Still have a lot of time. The U.S. Open would be a bonus, but that's not -- I 
don't think that that's really what we're -- 
 
Q.  No. 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  -- thinking of this week. 
 
Q.  You get more points there. 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  Right. You want to get back there full time so you can play 30 events.  So 
that's really the mindset. But the U.S. Open would just be kind of a bonus. I think I saw an 
interview yesterday, Jerry Kelly, after he won at Firestone and they said, "Oh, you're in THE 
PLAYERS next year," this and that, and he was just kind of like, "That's awesome." It wasn't 
on his mind, but he was like, "Man, I love THE PLAYERS, that's great." I think that would be 
more the mindset.  
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But it's cool that the USGA, since they're not doing (inaudible), I think that this tour doesn't 
get enough respect in those World Golfs and all the other stuff, giving spots so other tours 
that are great tours, but I think this tour has proven that the players, if you can play out here 
and the top guys on this tour really belong and I think they should -- you know, if you finish 
top-5 on this tour throughout a year, you're playing some serious golf. Hopefully, this will just 
be a step in the right direction for this tour to get more good pub, and I wouldn't be surprised 
at all if one of the five guys goes out there and contends to win the tournament, the U.S. 
Open. 
 
Q.  What's your game, what's going on with it? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  You know what, I feel -- I really feel great. I've been working on a few 
things in the last month and had a top-10 a few weeks ago and maybe a 20th and I feel like 
I'm really trending.  
 
And I've been working hard. That COVID was kind of an interesting time off. I mean, I felt 
like I was right -- I was making strides and kind of had a chance the week before in Mexico 
before it happened and had a bad last hole. But anyway, was kind of just felt like you were 
getting your traction and then we take off. So it's taken me -- it took me a couple weeks to 
kind of get back into playing, game mode. Just a little bit rusty here and there. I feel like I'm 
full steam ahead right now. I'm really looking forward, and obviously being from Ohio here 
and Columbus, Dublin, you know, the next four are kind of around this area in the Midwest. 
So I'm just really optimistic and think only good things are going to happen. 
 
Q.  Where are you living now? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  I live in Charlotte, Lake Norman. 
 
Q.  How have you spent the down or the off time? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  Yeah, we were lucky, the course stayed open the whole time, so 
obviously we were single carts and all that, but we were pretty lucky.  
 
But I've got a little daughter at home that's 18 months old, so I kind of spent extra time there. 
And my wife was working through most of it, so we kind of used it as a time for me to spend 
some quality time that I never would be able to. So she's changing by the day, so that was a 
lot of fun for me.  
 
It was kind of a time where I could kind of play when I wanted. It was just very weird. We're 
always practicing or playing for something, we're preparing for the next tournament, a major, 
finals, whatever it is and that was just a weird time where we didn't know when we were 
coming back. And for us to practice, grind hard in the middle of, what was it, end of March 
when we don't know if we're coming back until June, July, it was just kind of a weird time. I 
think it was good, it gave me some perspective. I really still enjoy, love doing this and love 
the competition. It was great. 
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Q.  No Big 10 football? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  No. 
 
Q.  How about that deal, man? 
 
KYLE REIFERS:  I know, I know.  
 


