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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
August 19, 2020 
 
DAN McCARTHY 
 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  Somebody mentioned it after the round on Sunday.  Yeah, that would be 
a great bonus. It's kind of almost be a little bit of a home game for me being from upstate 
New York, Syracuse. Winged Foot's probably three hours-ish from where I grew up. 
 
Q.  You played it before? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  The U.S. Open? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  I played at Pebble Beach in 2010, yeah. 
 
Q.  Okay. How big of a goal is that to play in that, or is it, you know -- 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  It's always in the back of your mind at the beginning of the year where 
under normal circumstances when you go through locals and sectionals. You know, it would 
be a real pleasure and a real treat to go out and play a major and be with, you know, some 
of the best players in the world and test your game and see where it's at.  
 
You know, the goal for me is still to rack up as many points as I can out here and try to get to 
the PGA TOUR. If after the next two weeks that's enough to get in the top-5 and get in the 
Open, you know, I won't hate having to add that to the schedule, that's for sure. Yeah, again, 
I'm thinking more about points for this tour and the U.S. Open would be a bonus, but that 
would be a real treat. 
 
Q.  So your big picture is keep getting points? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  Right. 
 
Q.  So you do get alternate events, too, right, through -- 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  Is it after the TOUR Championship, top-10? 
 
Q.  Yeah, top-10. 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  You know, so that's obviously the primary goal at this point. I've been 
playing well. If I could -- I think -- I don't even know what the number is for top-10 right now. 
With it being a two-year cumulative thing, just trying to rack up as many points as I can. 
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Q.  Is it a little weird that way? I mean, this has all been weird. 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  It has, yeah. Obviously there's no normal. At the beginning of a normal 
season, you kind of know it's usually 800 points will get you to the Tour and 75ish will lock 
up top 75 for this tour. Being it's a wraparound, two-year season, it's hard to project what 
you need for either one, so the more points, the better. 
 
Q.  Yeah, how does that work? I mean, goals, some guys set goals. Most guys set 
goals, but it's a little hard to do that. Does it make it, I don't want to say easier or 
harder not knowing what's going on to just focus on today, this round, because you 
don't have to worry about -- you worry about points, but not -- 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  A lot of, you know, the nickel and dimer points that you get for finishing 
40th or 50th will add up as opposed to one season when those don't kind of do a whole lot 
for you. But, you know, I've kind of been doing that all year. I've made a bunch of cuts. I 
think I had a tied for fifth a couple weeks ago and then before that T-16 at the beginning of 
the year, the very first event. Just been making a lot of cuts. Finishing 40th, 50th, you know, 
was slowly dropping the list every week. The big events, obviously you get some big chunks 
of points and that's what you're looking for, but being that it's a two-year schedule, you've 
got to be patient, wait for the big events and then still rack up the little ones when you have a 
great weekend or something like that. 
 
Q.  You've been asked this already, no crowds, but out here it's not as big a deal if 
that's fair, right? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  Sometimes -- 
 
Q.  You're used to it? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  Some events are bigger than others. 
 
Q.  Right, right. 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  I think this is a pretty well attended event typically. Some events there 
aren't as many and others are big. The ones in the Midwest have always been well attended 
and pretty big. It is disappointing to not have people out there to cheer us on and enjoying 
what we do, what they do for us. 
 
Q.  It's been interesting, even though that's true, some guys are playing looser?  
 
DAN McCARTHY:  Um-hmm. 
 
Q.  There's some theory that some of the low scoring on the PGA TOUR is guys just, 
you know, you've got a five-foot putt, there's not all those eyes on you. 
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DAN McCARTHY:  Um-hmm. 
 
Q.  I mean, you know, I guess it's just personality? 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  I think it will be a little bit more strange when fans are allowed to come 
back out. Like you said, you've got to get used to that again. You do get used to it. I know, 
I'm sure the top guys in the world get used to it and they're so good mentally that they're 
basically imagining that people aren't even there and so focused on what they're trying to do 
that that doesn't affect them as much. But yeah, it will be something we'll have to get used to 
again once we're allowed to start doing that. 
 
Q.  Great, thanks a lot. 
 
DAN McCARTHY:  My pleasure.  
 


