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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
August 16, 2020 
 
JERRY KELLY  (WINNER -3) 
 
 
THE MODERATOR:  All right.  Here with Jerry Kelly, champion, Bridgestone SENIOR 
PLAYERS Championship.  How does it feel to win your first major on PGA Tour 
Champions?  
 
JERRY KELLY:  It feels great.  It really does.  I'm just kind of bummed there weren't 
fans and you could just go crazy.  But it was hard to go crazy after doubling the last 
hole, though.  It kind of definitely brought me back down to earth.  And things just don't 
go as planned.  But as my caddie said, it's a numbers game, just hit the putt out there 
and get the next two in.  So, yeah, just happy to build a lead that we could do that on 18. 
 
Q.  A lot of good things come from this win.  You just heard Miller Brady mention 
five years at Hualalai exemption and THE PLAYERS Championship.  Are you 
excited about all of that? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah.  Hualalai is one of my favorite places on the planet.  The 
Hawaiian people have been so fantastic to my family over the years.  And to spend that 
much more time over there -- I know I will when I retire, but it's great to be working over 
there.  And I can't wait to see all the people again. 
 
Q.  How was the course this week?  Firestone is a great place to have a win under 
your belt. 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Firestone, I mean, it's definitely the best course we play all year.  I 
think it's -- it was just about the best course on the PGA Tour.  End of the day, I mean, it 
is a real, real golf course.  And there's nothing tricky about it.  You hit the ball in the 
fairway, you can find your way around this place.  But getting out of position is very easy 
at this course as well.  And you got to work really hard once you do.  So there's just no 
gimmes out there. 
 
Q.  Well, talk about your ace on 12. 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Didn't even have to have a gimme on that one, yeah.  I mean, it was 
perfect timing after making my first bogey.  I wanted a bounce-back birdie, but definitely 
a bounce-back eagle was even better.  It was just a really clean shot.  It was everything 
that I wanted to do.  And when the brain works and then the muscles work and it follows 
the tune and actually goes in, it's pretty amazing. 
 
Q.  I heard you had a -- you have been tied in aces with your mom and 
your -- what's the story there? 
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JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, yeah.  We can't figure out if I was one ahead or tied, so I just 
figure that one put me ahead right there.  They get -- my mom's got some work to do 
right now.  So I --  
 
Q.  On 12 -- 
 
JERRY KELLY:  I wouldn't put it past her next week, so yeah. 
 
Q.  Did that get you to 13 or -- 
 
JERRY KELLY:  That actually got me to 14, I think.  But yeah, there's some gray area. 
 
Q.  Call it 14. 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, we'll call it 14. 
 
Q.  Parel was just here and he said you might have thought after you made the 
ace that it was your time.  Did you get a sense of that at all? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  I mean, you definitely feel like you're a little bit destined to, but you 
can't let yourself get caught up in that.  You have to absolutely focus.  The next hole I hit 
a 4-iron dead right and I was in a tough spot, and that brought me right back down to 
earth.  And I'm glad I made par on that hole.  That was very large there as well.  So I -- I 
really tried not to get ahead of myself and I tried to just be a solid golfer out there as 
much as I could.  Tried to enjoy the time, which I did immensely.  It was really -- it was 
really fun.  Even though it was hard work, it was good. 
 
Q.  You looked so disgusted after the bogey.  How did you get it back together so 
quick? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Do you mean on.  
 
Q.  On 11, yeah.  And -- 
 
JERRY KELLY:  I mean, it was -- it was actually a pretty good bogey.  Parel had the 
same cut line on 16 that I had on 11.  It's definitely a different grass.  It's firmer.  So it 
wasn't just the long grass grabbing the hosel, it was actually the ground grabbing it, and 
his shot did the exact same thing mine did.  So we were talking about that going up 17.  
So it really -- it wasn't me.  But I made a good chip just to get it on the green and it was a 
good two-putt.  So I felt like only losing a shot right there, I'm still in a good position, and 
now let's make a birdie.  And then he knocked it in there close.  I wanted to get it in there 
on top of him, so that was a big one. 
 
Q.  Jerry, obviously you have had a lot of great shots in your career.  But 
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considering circumstances, where would you sort of rank that? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, pretty darn close.  Yeah, for the moment, him getting within one 
and knocking it close, for me to knock one in right there, that was probably the biggest 
shot I have ever hit, yeah. 
 
Q.  And then THE PLAYERS Championship, that's going to be pretty cool. 
 
JERRY KELLY:  Yeah, no, it's seriously one of my favorite places on the planet.  I love 
it.  I love playing there.  I love the tournament.  I hope it's not too cold and rainy.  But I 
like that it's back in March, it's tougher.  So you got to get the ball in the fairway.  It will 
be lush and it will be deep, I hope, with the rough.  So yeah, it's a fairways and greens 
place.  It's good. 
 
Q.  One question from Rob Hernandez.  How would you rank your par saves 
today? 
 
JERRY KELLY:  I had some good ones, no question.  It was like -- there was one really 
good one on the -- on the front.  But 8 was key to get that one.  But there was one 
before that, I thought.  I don't know, 8, 8 and 13 were two really, really keys.  But 10 was 
another good one right there, too.  So yeah, there was a bunch of them. 
 
Q.  Worked out.  Thanks, Jerry.   
 


