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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
August 12, 2020 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Brandt Snedeker into the virtual interview 
room at the Wyndham Championship.  
 
Thanks for joining us. you've had nine Tour victories, your first came here and your most 
recent came here when you shot that special round of 59. Just explain how much fun it is for 
you to come back to Sedgefield every year. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I think every player will tell you they always remember the 
first win and they always remember the most recent win and both of them happen to 
coincide for me here at Wyndham.  
 
I've got a lot of great memories. Every time I come to Greensboro I feel like it's kind of my 
second home. I feel like this place has kind of adopted me as one of its own.  
 
Being a Wyndham guy now, a Wyndham ambassador now going on 13 years I feel like 
they're part of my family, I'm part of their family. So this is just a really special week for me. 
I've got a lot of great memories here, a lot of great friends here I've made over the years, so 
anytime you have those kind of great feelings, it always leads to pretty good golf. So I'm 
really looking forward to this week and kind of excited about the first Playoff event in my 
mind starting up this week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  And why do you think Sedgefield favors your game? What do you think 
you do well around this course?  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  You know, A, I think it's a wedge and putting contest kind of this 
week. You have to put the ball in the fairway off the tee, which I've been doing a really good 
job of lately, and it turns into a wedge and putting contest, which historically are my 
strengths. So I think that's why this golf course is for good for me and I enjoy it so much, I 
think that's why most of the guys love coming here because it rewards good tee balls and 
gives you the opportunity to make birdies. Especially after coming off a week last week at 
the PGA where birdies were hard to come by, it's kind of nice to come to a place and know 
you can make some birdies and get some good stuff going. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just moving ahead, you're 96th in the FedExCup right now, Brandt. 
You've reached East Lake seven times since you've been on Tour and the FedExCup has 
been going since you've been playing. So how important is it for you to have a good 
performance here to move up those rankings to hopefully make it to East Lake again? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, that's the whole reason why I'm -- a big reason why I'm here, 
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right? The Playoffs for me in essence start today. I've got to have a good week. I'm not 
where I want to be on the FedExCup point list. This has been a frustrating year for me to say 
the least, I'm not happy where I am, so the only way I can fix it is to go out here and play 
good golf this week and kind of get it going for the next couple after this. 
 
So East Lake's where you want to be, that's kind of how I judge my years every year out 
here on Tour.  If I make East Lake, it's been a good year. If I don't, then it's not been 
acceptable.  
 
So I've got that mentality, I know what I need to do and it's going to take a couple really good 
golf weeks in a row. But I feel like I'm playing good, I feel like I'm going on the right path a lot 
more than I was maybe a month ago or two months ago, so I'm excited about it. It always 
helps to be at a place that has great memories and a lot of friends around, so it should be a 
great week.  
 
Q.  Two questions. One, just for the current news of the day coming off a fan-less 
major at Harding, just your reaction to Augusta doing without and what do you think 
will be the biggest difference? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I think it will be hugely different. Part of the allure and kind of 
majesty of Augusta National is the patrons. You have that electricity from the first moment 
on Thursday morning to the last putt goes in on Sunday night on every hole. It's not just on 
the back nine, it's on every hole. So to not have that there is going to be a different feeling.  
 
I still remember vividly playing in '04 as an amateur and being in the clubhouse watching 
Phil win and hearing the roars before the TV would see it come on. that's what you 
historically remember with Augusta, so to not have that is going to be totally different. It's 
going to be an odd feeling to say the least. I think last week at Harding Park it kind of felt 
odd, too, because you just didn't have the nerves as much because the fans weren't there 
kind of adding a little bit of electricity to it and you didn't have the excitement that you 
normally get to.  
 
We'll see how it all pans out, but I think everybody will agree it will not be the same without 
having patrons there. 
 
Q.  Secondly, as it relates to Sedgefield, and bear with me on this loose connection 
I'm trying to make here, but your 59, which was pretty special, when you look at the 
leaderboard we had last week at Harding and at Colonial and at Hilton Head, can you 
see the 59 that was for years so special becoming more -- happening more often? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I think it -- I think it can because golf courses can be overpowered 
now. Golf courses, you can turn them into a bunch more wedge holes whereas used to be 
more mid iron golf, right? That's why it didn't happen for a long period of time. The biggest 
thing people don't realize is back in the '80s, '70s, '90s, the dispersion between the longest 
guy and shortest guy on Tour was not that much, right?  It might have been 20 yards 
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maximum between the longest and shortest. Now you're talking 40 to 50 yards, right?  So 
there's a huge dispersion where guys can really take advantage of the technology and it can 
really shorten golf courses to the point where it turns into a pitching contest almost in a 
sense. I think it's definitely more doable now than it was 10 years ago. 
 
Q.  That's the word, "doable."  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it's more doable, for sure. I never thought I'd be good at 
giving you a word you'd be able to use.   
 
Q.  I didn't, either.  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  But yes, I definitely think there's probably more to that. And history 
bears it out, right? We've had more 59s in the last six years than we had in the previous 50 
before that. I think there's something to that. 
 
Q.  Brandt, just curious, why do you think it is that yourself, Webb Simpson, certain 
guys always seem to play well at this tournament? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I believe it bleeds into what I said earlier. Webb's a great putter, a 
great wedge player, a great driver of the golf ball. You do those three things here, you're 
going to be around the leaderboard no matter what. Webb plays great every week right now 
it seems like, so I'll be shocked if he's not there Sunday afternoon.  
 
This week you have to wedge the ball good, you have to have your distance control down 
with your wedges, leave the ball in the right spots to be able to be aggressive on these 
greens. It's not just hitting it close. You can hit one five feet here, but if you're above the hole 
in the wrong spot, it's really not a birdie putt. It's leaving the ball in the right spot so you can 
be aggressive, take advantage of those holes. 
 
And there's only two par 5s, everybody in the field can reach them, so distance here is not 
an overriding factor. You don't have a huge advantage here just because everybody's hitting 
in the same spots off most of the tees. I think that's why, when that becomes less of an 
issue, guys who wedge and putt it better tend to do a better job here.  
 
Q.  Also, it was announced that morning that Zach Johnson's winning the Payne 
Stewart Award. Your reaction to that, and just do you have a story that kind of 
summarizes how he personifies Payne Stewart and everything he was about? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I can't think of a better recipient, to be honest with you. 
Zach's one of those guys on Tour, you can go to anybody in the locker room, anybody in the 
caddie trailer and talk to them and they will say nothing but great things about Zach. He's a 
true professional, he's a great guy to be around, a great friend of mine. He stands for 
everything that's good in golf, right? He really goes above and beyond to do the small things, 
little things, about, A, being humble, B, working hard, and C, taking care of the people 
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around him and doing a great job with that.  
 
I couldn't think of a better person. I think it will mean the world to Zach knowing that we all 
think that about him and I'm very happy for him. I know it seems like every year for me the 
Payne Stewart Award's growing more and more and more with the list of champions they're 
having and kind of honoring these guys who deserve it, so I'm really happy for Zach. 
 
Q.  One good story? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I've got so many with him. I'm trying to think of one specifically. 
Unfortunately, all mine are probably ones that would not personify him being the winner, so I 
don't want to go into those. (Laughs.)  
 
I think summing him up, I remember when he -- at Colonial when he won by 3 and had that 
penalty on the last hole and you're sitting there watching this guy make a mistake and he 
completely owned up to it. Luckily, it didn't matter, but he would have owned up to it 
regardless, but it could have cost him the tournament. That's the kind of guy Zach is.  He's 
just one of the guys that treats the guy working the range the same as he treats the CEO of 
the company and does everything he can to make sure they all have a great time when 
they're out here. He's just a great guy. 
 
Q.  Just a quick question, I know you talked about wedge play and short irons a little 
bit, but just digging a little deeper into that, Sedgefield Country Club is a Donald Ross 
original and the course features Ross' signature small and undulating greens which 
requires accuracy. I was just wondering, what are the keys to accurate short iron play 
and distance control specifically on this course? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I think it's not necessarily going at every pin, right? So there 
are certain spots where, like I said earlier, where you're better off being 10 feet below the 
hole in the right spot than four feet above the hole in the wrong spot. So you have to really 
be strategic and think your way around this golf course on where to miss it, where to hit it so 
you can be aggressive on the greens.  
 
That's Donald Ross' big defense, right? Like he wants you to be uncomfortable when you're 
going into greens and then putting the ball in the wrong spot where you really have to work 
to get par. If you're on with your wedges and on with your short irons, you can really control 
your distances and leave it in the right spots, you can be really aggressive with your putting 
here because you have a lot of uphill putts into the grain when you hit really hard, take the 
break out, make a lot of putts. That's where you have to be really smart about it, not just 
hitting balls right at the pin every time and trying to hit them two feet or three feet. You're 
almost better off hitting them 10 feet away but leaving the ball in the right spot where you 
have an uphill putt and you can be aggressive. 
 
Q.  Sorry if there's a little repetition, you were frozen on my end at the beginning. I just 
wanted to ask, we mentioned your sub-60 you had at the Wyndham. what is it about 



5 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Sedgefield Country Club, the course here, and even the Triad in general that you play 
so well? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It's just, Greensboro will always be a special place to me. Seems 
like when you have good feelings at a place where you had past successes, it kind of makes 
you believe that you're going to play great the next time you show up. That's half the battle in 
golf is having that confidence and that belief in yourself when you sit on the first tee that 
you're in a good spot, you're at a place you love to be and that's part of the reason why I 
play so well here.  
 
The other reason is I've got so many great friends. Williams have become like family to me. 
Seems like I see a lot of people I haven't seen for a while, we catch up, puts me in a great 
mood and attitude in golf is everything. You combine those two factors, A, I'm comfortable 
when I come here, B, I have a great attitude when I'm here because I see so many people 
that I care so much about, that have cared about me for so long, it kind of lends itself to 
playing great. Now it doesn't lead every year to that, but for the most part when I come here, 
I have a great time. I'm really relaxed, I play a golf course I love and that kind bleeds into 
great golf. Hopefully, I can do it again this week and kind of kick my Playoffs off to a good 
start. 
 
Q.  Brand, Harold Varner III was on a little earlier today and we were just talking about 
having fun playing golf. What is it you like about his personality? How would you 
describe him? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Harold's the life of the party. He's one of those guys that you want 
to be around because, A, you're going to laugh your tail off all day long, and B, he's never in 
a bad mood. I don't think I've ever seen him in a bad mood. And C, he's one of those 
fun-loving guys that just creates energy when you're around him. He has that personality, 
that quality that you kind of want to be around him and have a great time.  
 
I love Harold to death, I think everybody out here does, because he's so funny to be around. 
He's a gregarious, really off-the-cuff, quick-witted guy, really funny when you get him going.  
 
And he's super talented. I played with him last week at the PGA on Saturday, he played 
great. I think once Harold figures out how good he really is, he can do a lot of great things 
out here. I just don't think he knows yet how good he is, I think once he starts figuring that 
stuff out, it will be fun to watch him. 
 
Q.  I'm not sure how much you've gotten to play with Collin Morikawa yet, but he 
seems to have figured out how good he is. What do you like about his game? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Everything. He doesn't have a weakness. I played with him at Sony 
this year the first two rounds and he was leading after the first round. I remember walking off 
the range and talking to some guys and saying, man, I just played with a guy who's got a 
chance to be No. 1 in the world from what I saw in the first two rounds. He drives it so 
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straight, plenty long enough. Iron play's phenomenal, probably one of the top-5 iron players 
out here. Got a great short game, and then when he putts great he's going to be right there 
with a chance to win. 
 
The thing that impressed me most was his attitude, his demeanor, the way he handled 
himself. He's a 23-year-old living in a 40-year-old's body because of the way he thinks and 
plays. He's really good at kind of being unemotional on every shot, right? Every shot is what 
it is, deal with that shot, move on, kind of leave it in the past. That's really hard for a pro to 
do who's my age, 39, let alone a 23-year-old out of college who's playing as great as he has. 
Been very impressed with him. He's a great kid. We're lucky to have him on Tour because 
you won't find a bad thing to say about him and the way he plays only adds to that.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Brandt, some great insight on a number of subjects there, so we really 
appreciate your time and enjoy the week here at Sedgefield. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I love it. I love all the COVID beards still going strong.  Looking 
good. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We need to see some on you. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  No, you don't. Trust me, it's not good. 
 


