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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 1, 2020 
 
BRENDON TODD  ( -12) 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll go ahead and get started here with Brendon Todd, 54-hole leader at the 
WGC FedExCup St. Jude Invitational. Brendon, you put yourself in great position going into 
the final round. If we can just get an opening comment.  
 
BRENDON TODD:  Yeah, today was a little more difficult, cooler, a little more moisture out 
there. The winds were still up and swirling a little bit, so I thought the golf course still yielded 
great scores. But for me, made it a little more difficult and I was battling my swing a little bit, 
but I'm excited to be in this position and feel like if I can go out there and swing a little better 
and keep this putting momentum going, I'll be in good shape.  
 
JACK RYAN:  What's been the key to your putting being so strong this week, second in the 
field right now in strokes gained putting?  
 
BRENDON TODD:  I put in some work with my mental coach on the greens earlier in the 
week and we just focused on -- if I focus on fundamentals, good things will happen. So for 
me that means staying steady over the ball, staying down on my putts and having good 
speed. So those are really the keys to putting and it's been working really well for me this 
week. 
 
Q.  Brendon, when you look back at what you've done this season with the two wins 
and some close calls, where do you think you played your best golf and where would 
that compare to this week? 
 
BRENDON TODD:  Oh, man. I probably played my best golf the first three days of the 
Travelers and the last day there in Bermuda. That final round, I was lights out.  
 
So this week I would not say is really close to either one of those two performances or the 
way I felt. Just from a ball-striking execution standpoint, it hasn't quite been as good, but the 
short game's been really sharp and that's held me in there. Fortunately I still have that 
confidence ball-striking-wise from those stretches and feel like I can go out there and hit the 
ball well tomorrow. 
 
Q.  And not to get too far ahead, but where would it rank -- I know you played East 
Lake before, but where would it rank not only getting to East Lake, but being one of 
those top 1, 2, 3 guys if you get that win this week? 
 
BRENDON TODD:  Well, obviously it would be the best season of my career, so it would 
rank right there at the top. It's definitely the No. 1 goal is to have a chance to win the 
FedExCup. So I've been playing good golf and I'm putting myself in position to make a good 
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run at the FedExCup title, so that's sort of where my focus is right now as I start these six 
weeks. Tonight I've just got to go rest and come out refreshed and ready to play tomorrow, 
because winning a WGC would be the biggest win of my career and something I've been 
dreaming of doing for a long time. 
 
Q.  Brendon, how important or what lessons can you take maybe from Travelers as 
you try to bounce -- finish off tomorrow? You kind of had a rough round, some 
bogeys, and you came back with birdies pretty quickly. Does that maybe help as you 
go into tomorrow? 
 
BRENDON TODD:  It helps I've made a lot of birdies every day this week. I think the best 
that you can do in the final round is put up birdies because that's the ammo you need to 
keep moving up the leaderboard and hold a lead. Fortunately the golf course gives me a lot 
of chances. I've got some short irons in my hand and I'm putting well.  
 
What I learned at the Travelers is just you cannot control the result, you can't control the way 
you're going to feel, where the ball's going to land, if puts are going to go in tomorrow. I think 
we all -- the best players in the world treat each final round like it's just another day and they 
just go out there and try to execute and stick to their game and let the results fall as they do. 
 
Q.  You said you were fighting your swing. Anything specific? And just, you know, 
what it is you need to kind of shore up before tomorrow? 
 
BRENDON TODD:  I was just fading a little bit more off the tee than I would like to. And I 
generally do fade the ball a little bit off the tee, but I missed a handful of fairways. You know, 
a yard right and that was just far enough from the fairway to end up with a pretty bad lie and 
not have a chance to get to the green. I think my legs are a little bit tired late in the day and 
that doesn't every bode well for me. For me it's getting some rest and coming out with good 
energy tomorrow and good focus. 
 
Q.  And you're pretty even keeled out there, but 14 looked about as emotional as you 
get on a golf course, obviously hitting in the water. Was there anything else? Was it 
just the swing or what got you that fired up? 
 
BRENDON TODD:  I just battled so hard to get back to what was I, 2 under for the round at 
that point, and that's the easiest to put on the green, to not hit in the water. It was a swing 
that was out of rhythm that was a little bit too often today and to know I hit the water there, it 
made me pretty mad. 
 
Q.  Brendon, first of all, who's the mental coach that you referenced? 
 
BRENDON TODD:  Ward Jarvis.   
 
Q.  Okay. And you've had a pretty good track record besides Travelers of when you've 
been in position to win, getting the job done. Why do you think that is? 
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BRENDON TODD:  I think I probably just hit the ball straight and putt well. So on golf 
courses where I'm near the lead, you know, it bodes well for me to do it again in the fourth 
round. Previous to this season I always prided myself on playing well in final rounds and 
holding onto leads. I haven't done nearly as well in the final rounds this year since I've won 
twice and I think for me it's just kind of hit the reset button, go out tomorrow, be Brendon 
Todd and play my best. 
 
Q.  Any added pressure seeing names like Brooks Koepka and Justin Thomas now 
lurking three, four strokes back, and Rickie up there, some of those big names? 
 
BRENDON TODD:  I wouldn't say no. I mean, the goal is to win the tournament. We had big 
names up there today playing with Rickie and Ben. I feel like we were all feeling it out there 
and battling pretty hard and I think tomorrow's just going to be the same thing. It's really 
going to be about me playing well and maintaining a lead. 
 
Q.  And you mentioned your ball-striking not being quite as good this week, but where 
does the putting rank versus those other victories that you've had? 
 
BRENDON TODD:  Yeah, the putting, it's been really, really good. I don't know how it ranks 
maybe stats-wise, but I would say it's right there with the three wins that I've had from a 
putting standpoint. Unfortunately the two wins that I had this year, I don't think many putting 
stats were being tracked down there because they were out of the country, so it's difficult to 
compare them. 
 
Q.  And will you talk to either Ward Jarvis tonight or Bradley Hughes or are you just --  
 
BRENDON TODD:  I'll probably talk to Ward after the round, maybe before the round 
tomorrow. We've been doing a good job this week kind of bouncing ideas off each other and 
coming up with a good game plan to go out there and perform well. 
 
JACK RYAN:  I think that's all the questions we have. Brendon, appreciate your time.  
 
BRENDON TODD:  You got it. 
 


