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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
August 1, 2020 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Phil, what inspired the Tweet this morning about your mood? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Oh, last night? I don't know, I saw the picture and just thought why not. 
I haven't been that active. So kind of funny how the three of us showed up with the same 
outfit on. Added to the whole mood. 
 
Q.  What was the key for you today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I hit a lot of good shots, made a lot of good putts and played really well. 
I let it -- you can always look back and you feel like you let a couple go. I wish I would 
finished the round off a little better. I wish I had birdied 16 and not bogeyed 17. Those two 
shots coming down, you've really got to close the round out a little better than I did today. 
But I hit a lot of good shots in the heart of the round, made seven birdies and really had a 
good day. 
 
Q.  You had a lot of good results at this golf course, but you have never won here. 
What do you think you need to do to get over the hump?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I'm going to have to shoot something really low, probably 63, 64 
to have a realistic chance. It's certainly out there, I've shot it before, but good test of golf. I 
mean, it's a really good golf course. It punishes any mis-hit off the tee. When you're trying to 
hit these greens that are so small out of the rough, it's really tough. fortunately I've been 
driving the ball pretty well and been able to get aggressive with my irons. 
 
Q.  Even without fans, do you still get excited when (inaudible)? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I was 1 over through 3 and on the fourth tee I said to Tim, This is 
so much fun. Like I'm having so much fun because I can feel my game turn around, I'm 
starting to play well again, I'm starting to putt well and starting to drive the ball well and it just 
feels good and I'm having fun. I just think the results are going to start to slowly come back. 
They have, I've had a little bit more consistency the last few weeks and this has been a good 
week so far. I'm hoping to continue to build on it. It's been really fun for me to come out and 
play and start to play well. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's probably a combination of all of that. And then historically 
throughout my career, one of the strengths of my game has been kind of short irons. there's 
a lot of short irons, especially if you drive it well and hit fairways. It allows me to make a lot of 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

birdies. So my par 4 scoring average over my career has been really good and there are a 
lot of birdiable par 4s here, so I end up making -- feel like I can make a lot more birdies out 
here. 
 
Q.  (Question about upcoming majors.)   
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Oh, yeah, yeah, it's really exciting that we're going to be able to 
compete in three majors. It's exciting that I'm starting to play well as we head into them and 
exciting that golf has been able to do this in a safe environment and have no tests the last 
three weeks, tests positive. I really think the Tour's done a great job of having us come back, 
get golf on TV that I think people are enjoying watching. Unfortunately we don't have fans 
here yet, but the fact that we've been able do this and do it safely has been a good thing 
because golf's been really taking off, there's been a lot of participation. It's a rare opportunity 
for the sport to capitalize on the opportunity to get more players interested in the game and 
show people how much fun this game is. 
 
Q.  You made the comment yesterday that you think this is an underrated golf course. 
What was it you first liked about the place? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  How it plays. Like everything is strategically placed. Like the changes 
on 3, a lot of times when you change a golf hole, I mean, it's really a crapshoot if it turns out 
better. The changes were phenomenal because now, by getting rid of those trees off the 
fairway, you have guys going for it with water right at the edge of the green. Taking out that 
tree in the middle of the fairway makes you really decide if you have to lay back short in the 
bunker, past the bunker. They did really good things here, but where everything is 
strategically placed is why it plays so well. The water on 4 cuts into that front of the green, it 
doesn't feel like it's that close but it's right on the edge of the green. It's little things like that 
that make this course play so well. 
 
Q.  Did you happen to see how some of your other 50-year-olds were doing on the 
Champions Tour? And had you not been eligible for this, would you have given that 
some consideration? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I probably would have played there if I wasn't eligible here because I 
wanted to play the week before the PGA. So I really like Warwick Hills and think it's a fun 
golf course, I probably would have played there, yeah. 
 
Q.  (Question about playing Barracuda Championship.)  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Probably. I wouldn't want to go to altitude and play Stableford right 
before a major. I think I would enjoy playing Warwick Hills. It's a fun opportunity for me to 
look at both schedules, which I've never really done, and say what's the best way to prepare. 
If they play Sugarloaf the week before the Masters, I think that's a much better place to 
prepare historically for me. I've won at Sugarloaf and then won the Masters the next week. 
I'll end up probably playing there instead of wherever the Tour is. 


