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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
July 31, 2020 
 
RICKIE FOWLER  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  Heard you talk a little bit about the shot on 11, but what was the club? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Just tried to hit a little 8-iron. I think we had 145 hole. We were kind of 
judging that it was playing about 150 hole. So I made a little bit too soft of a swing, I needed 
to be hitting maybe a 155 shot to try to fly it a few yards past the hole. Probably hit it a little 
soft, which would have still flown hole high, but on top of that, a couple gusts came up. Bad 
timing. 
 
Q.  You had the putter going, though. That's good, right? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, the putter's definitely in a better spot. Hit good putts out there. I 
feel like 15, 16, I missed two there, but it was more of a mental thing, where I was standing 
versus what the putt was going to be. It was very flat, it was hard to trust break, so I couldn't 
get myself to hit the one on 15, and on 16 I hit a good putt, just missed there. 
 
Yeah, it's been nice to see some putts go in. These greens are about as good as they get. 
It's been nice to kind of have them stay on the softer side and make it very playable when 
you're driving in the fairway, because this golf course can get pretty interesting if it stays dry 
and firms up. I don't know if we're going to be able to get that this week with the storms we 
had and what we may see today, tomorrow. I would like to see it dry up if it can. 
 
Q.  You're chasing Brendon Todd. What do you make of his story, his comeback? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  It's awesome. I've known Brendon for quite some time, playing amateur 
golf against him. Obviously he was a great amateur player. I didn't really see him as he was 
going through his struggles, but heard about it just because a lot of mutual friends. He's 
close with a lot of guys on the Georgia team. So pretty cool to see where he was, what he 
went through and to where he is now. Pretty impressive. 
 
Q.  You're in maybe like a mini mini slump. Have you drawn any inspiration from how 
you saw Brendon was able to turn things around? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, definitely. You can look at a lot of different guys just as far as I 
feel like everyone out here, everyone that plays golf deals with bad stretches or times where 
things aren't going your way.  
 
Yeah, this year hasn't been my greatest. Been working on a lot of stuff. I think this year's 
been interesting for a lot of people as far as just how everything's coming about, from 
quarantine to playing, not playing. I feel like I'm heading in the right direction. I think that's 
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been my main goal is go through some changes for the better. Sometimes you've got to take 
that step back to take two steps forward. I feel like we already made the step back, I feel like 
we've made a step forward. I'm looking for that next step.  
 
Q.  How important is it for you to be in contention, have a good week heading to a 
major championship last week? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  For me, I've always enjoyed playing the week prior to majors for that 
fact. Whether you play good or play bad, it doesn't matter, you can check boxes prior to 
major week. If you play good, go play the course, keep it simple, rest up. When you play 
bad, you know what to work on. Or if you play bad, there's usually not everything that is bad. 
At that point you need to do some more work, but usually there's one or two things that are 
kind of creating problems, whether it's driving or not putting well. So that gives you an insight 
of what needs to be worked on those few days prior to the major. Like I said, I like playing 
the week before a major so that I know where my game's at, know what I need to do 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and go play Thursday. 
 
Q.  Any box you feel still needs to be checked? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Not right now. I would say it's more on the mental side and just 
continuing to go through the process and making sure I'm ready to execute the shot at hand; 
some of that being the mental belief and trusting some of the shots that I may be trying to hit 
out there. Two great swings that I made coming in, 17, both the tee ball and the second shot 
there, for me to hit that shot with a left-to-right wind feels like I have to kind of sit back and 
almost pull it. It's kind of like -- it messes with your mind a little bit to trust it, but when you 
pull it off, it just gives you that kind of -- confirms what you're working on, what you're doing. 
So I need to do that more to get that confirmation so there's a little more belief in it. 
 
Q.  What grip did you use on the putter today? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  What's that? 
 
Q.  How did you hold the putter? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Normal, just my standard. My normal is I overlap my pointer finger over 
through my right fingers there. That's my standard. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  For two days, Hilton Head. I've done that a lot more earlier in my career. 
My first win was left-hand low in Charlotte. Through high school, through college I did that a 
lot. I would switch back and forth every couple months because it kind of helped me as like a 
reset button. If I got a little off at setup, I would go back to the other grip, kind of would go 
back and forth. So cross-handed has a good history with me. Like I said, it's something that 
helps me as a reset button. 


