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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 30, 2020 
 
JON RAHM  ( E) 
 
 
Q.  Can you just talk about, I know it was difficult conditions today with the winds 
swirling?  
 
JON RAHM:  Well, Bryson and Rickie seemed to make it look pretty easy, and Brooks as 
well, 7 under through 14, pretty impressive rounds. It is windy, but it's soft enough to where 
you can get it going. Greens are absolutely perfect. If you can put it on the putting surface, 
you can have a chance to go in and that's what Rickie, he took advantage of it, and so did 
Bryson. I'm glad I made all those par putts early on to get the round going because I just 
didn't have a swing today. I felt terrible, I could not figure out where the ball was going to go 
and I was just trying to minimize mistakes.  Maybe a couple where I could have saved 
maybe a stroke or give myself a better chance, but I did make some decent putts out there 
just to keep the round going. I would say am even par round is what I deserve. 
 
Q.  We asked you this earlier in the week, did it feel different teeing off as World No. 1 
for the first time?  
 
JON RAHM:  No.  I certainly didn't play like World No. 1 today so hopefully I can live up to it 
the next few rounds. I'm sure if there were fans out here it would be a different feel to it, but 
not right now. No, It feels like any other day. It was so difficult out there that I had no time to 
be thinking of that. 
 
Q.  As far as this event, having no cut, even if you kind of get off to a slow start --  
 
JON RAHM:  I couldn't hear you. What did you say?  
 
Q.  Not having a cut at this event, even if you get off to a slow start, do you still have a 
bit of it in the back of your mind? 
 
JON RAHM:  It helps. I mean, Mexico's a clear example of what can happen, right? I was I 
think 3, I was 4 over par going into my back nine on Friday and finished strong, shot 10 
under the next day and got myself into contention.  
 
So it can happen. Maybe a good round tomorrow and hopefully Saturday I can just go out 
there and shoot a number to give myself a chance. You know, so far everybody's been 
playing really, really good, so I think I'm going to have to have three really low rounds to 
catch up the next few days, but it's still possible. 
 
Q.  I should know this, have you ever played Harding Park? 
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JON RAHM:  No, never. I never played it in college, and the Match Play I think was two 
years before I turned pro, so I've never been there. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JON RAHM:  Well, I'm doing a thousand dollars a birdie, $5,000 an eagle. Eagles are going 
to be hard to come by. I think I got to $23,000 last year. And I do have a minimum in mind in 
case I play absolutely terrible like it looked for a while out there. I mean, so far, five birdies, 
that's $5,000 for the kids.  
 
So at least every time I make a birdie, it makes me smile, it definitely does. And Adam 
reminded me of it towards the end, right on the ninth hole; hey, let's finish one for the kids, 
and it happened.   
 
Hopefully, I can just keep it going, not only keep making birdies, but make those birdies and 
no mistakes and have a chance on Sunday, have extra meaning for a tournament. 
 


