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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 30, 2020 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA  ( -8) 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome Brooks Koepka into the interview room here at 
the World Golf Championships FedEx St. Jude Invitational. 
 
Brooks, just opening comments on your round out there today. 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I played good and drove it well, putted well, chipped it well. Did 
everything very solid. Missed it in the correct spots and never really felt like I was having to 
work too hard out there, so that's a little different than it has been. I guess that's why I put in 
all the work. 
 
Q.  How much of it is just your familiarity -- 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Can you start over? Sorry, technical issues. 
 
Q.  Completely understand. How much of today's performance is part your familiarity 
with this course and just making the hard work that you did last weekend after 
missing the cut? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it's all what's gone on behind the scenes. Yeah, I do feel 
comfortable in this place, I like it, but at the same time it's the first time I feel like I know 
where my misses are, I know when the club's in the correct spot, I know when the putting 
stroke's nice. It's all just the work we've put in over the last three weeks of countless hours of 
beating balls and on the putting green. 
 
Q.  You talk about the work, specifically when it comes to having the opportunity to 
work with Pete for the first time in quite a while, but when it comes to reconnecting 
with a swing coach, whether it's Claude or Pete, is it more about mental stuff you 
guys are talking about or a matter of sitting down and just communicating what's 
going on on the golf course? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  A lot of it with Pete -- I mean, yeah, Pete is obviously one of the best 
coaches ever in my opinion. 
 
I think with Pete, it's more psychological. He'll beat me down, tell me I can't do something, 
he'll jump on me pretty good and I enjoy that when someone tells me I can't do something. 
You know, telling me I'm not going to win, it will be a while. Did it at Erin Hills, which was 
actually just after this week last time. Just trying to dissect what he sees from afar. 
 
Yeah, it's nice to finally figure some things out with Claude. We got on I think, I don't know 
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what it's called, BodiTrak, whatever, where it distributes your weight and usually at impact 
we're at 70 percent on the left side and it was 70 percent on the right side.  
 
So we watched -- me and Rickie, when we flew back to my house, we probably spent maybe 
an hour, hour and a half watching tape of my old golf swing at the PGA the last few years 
where I've been set up. Obviously I still had the knee issue there and we noticed that my left 
foot was dropped back and we were talking about it. Everybody was kind of going on, my 
whole team. It's a good way to relieve the pressure from the knee and be able to get on the 
left side, which takes a lot of pressure off. It's a little easier, a little more comfortable.  
 
And then this week starting working with Phil Kenyon on the putting, so it's nice to see those 
results and all the changes we've made come through. 
 
Q.  Did Pete jump on you, using your words, last weekend when you guys 
reconnected? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, there was a lot of expletives I can't say during this, probably get 
fined, but yeah, he beat me up pretty good. Kind of -- you get a little down -- you play as bad 
as this, it's hard not to be a little bit down on yourself and trying to figure out why.  
 
You know, I guess you're kind of thinking negatively or waiting kind of for that first bad shot 
or first bad thing to happen. It's going to happen very quickly. You know, he got on me pretty 
good. And I love it when Pete's able -- hopefully he doesn't have to do it too often, but when 
he does. That's why I think him and Butch are way different than any other coach, they know 
exactly the right thing to say, when to jump on you, when to kind of lay off. And I appreciate 
everything that Pete does, even though he is chewing me out. 
 
Q.  Brooks, did your brother's low one on Sunday inspire you today? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I guess I tied him, so I can't let him beat up on me too bad. I don't 
know how he played today, I haven't even turned my phone on, but that was going to be the 
first thing I looked at. I don't know what -- hopefully he played well today. 
 
Q.  What was the difference you felt between putting last week on Friday when you 
really struggled and just, I don't know, seeing the lines today? How do you explain 
what you felt today? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Phil changed my putting stroke, where was it, yesterday I was talking 
to him and was like, "Listen, I'm struggling pretty bad and need your help. There's a reason 
you're the best out here."   
 
Made some adjustments, got -- first off, you always know my ball sits off the toe, so that's 
changed, it's over the center -- over the line now. My heel is usually off the ground and it's 
no longer off the ground. Just the way my left hand kind of works through the putting stroke 
has become a little bit different. It was kind of the same issue. It goes through the whole golf 
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swing, from putting to full swing. So it's nice to have at least a consistent basis of what to do 
putting all the way through the golf swing, which is nice. 
 
Q.  Did you think it would happen this quickly, that you'd start making a whole bunch?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  My hand-eye coordination's pretty good, so I figured it'd be all right. 
My college coach did a drill with me I remember back in college, it doesn't matter where you 
line up, whatever is, you can almost will it in just pretty much every time.  
 


