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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 30, 2020 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  Viktor, your first WGC round. How was it getting that under your belt? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah. I mean, it's pretty quiet, half of the field and still no fans, so it's 
pretty relaxed, to be honest. Just tried to get off to a good start. Luckily, I made a nice birdie 
on 3 and just kept plugging along. 
 
Q.  Got that nice bounce-back there on 18. Other than 17, a pretty clean round. How 
would you assess your entire game? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, I didn't really do anything special today, just kind of plugged 
along, trying to hit it somewhere around the fairways and then just get it up by the green and 
having 20-footers all day for birdie. Need to get it a little closer and I just didn't really make 
any putts. So, you know, nothing terrible, but nothing was great, either. Kind of improve 
every single facet. 
 
Q.  What have your impressions been of the course and how it plays to your 
strengths, especially the way the wind has been blowing? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, you definitely need to hit fairways out here. If you're in the 
rough, you're just not going to get very close, especially with the fairways being very soft. If 
you have a nasty lie in the rough, you can usually try to roll something up on the green, but 
now the ball just stops. So hitting fairways is very important, and obviously the greens here 
are tricky with the grain and they're fast, so if you can get it going like Brooks did today, you 
can make a lot of putts.  
 
Q.  What was it like playing next to him and seeing what he was doing out there? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  Yeah, it was impressive. Obviously he hits it a little further than I do. I 
think in tough conditions like this, when you have certain holes that are into the wind, you 
know, frankly, I'm hitting good drives and I still have 8-irons into some of the holes; he's 
hitting drive and a little gap wedge in. That kind of changes the course from where into the 
green if the pin is a little tucked on one side, I'm going middle of the green kind of where he's 
taking it more on the pin. And then he made a lot of really nice putts. It was impressive to 
watch. 
 
Q.  A good learning experience for you as well, wasn't it? 
 
VIKTOR HOVLAND:  For sure, yeah.  
 


