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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 30, 2020 
 
RICKIE FOWLER  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Did you feel a round like this coming on?  
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah. It was a slow transition in getting kind of the game going, 
obviously working on a lot of things. Feel like I did a really good job last week. Myself in the 
middle of the week and then JT, Jon Tiller was down over the weekend and really focused a 
little bit more on stuff that I could think of or keep things simple as far as thoughts go, what I 
can do on the golf course thoughts-wise versus working on the swing on the range and how 
to separate that.   
 
Feel like we got a lot of good work in and just trying to, like I said, not worry too much about 
the swing and kind of go back to thinking about some fundamentals and how the body is 
moving and weight being on the right side, and when the weight's back into the left, just 
allowed myself to go play and make golf shots.   
 
Q.  Have you been frustrated during this stretch since play resumed or -- and if not, 
why not? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I mean, I definitely have. I hate missing cuts, especially I would probably 
have like one day that was good and one little off day that kind of kept me from making cuts 
or held me back. I think some of it, me being a little hard on myself for trying to be too 
perfect and working on stuff versus leave that on the range and just go play.  
 
It also hasn't helped that my putter hasn't been my best friend and that's I feel like one of the 
better parts of my game. I feel like when I get on the greens, I feel like I'm one of the best 
putters in the world.  
 
Today was an accumulation of the work last week and just freeing myself up and simplifying 
thoughts and just playing golf versus working on the range. I was able to get a lot of good 
work with the putter last week and get myself back into some better positions to free up the 
putter. I was pulling a lot of putts, I was kind of tense with it, so it's nice to see things kind of 
pay off. 
 
Q.  I think you missed the cut last time you played here, you chose not to come last 
year. Is it even more gratifying to play well on a course that maybe you struggled with 
in the past? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I have played well here, I think I finished maybe around top-10 the 
first time I played prior to -- I think that was prior to the Pinehurst U.S. Open. 
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For me, I feel like this is a great golf course. Some of it's just been schedule related and 
where it fell and some of the events that either I need to play or want to play. But I'm 
definitely happy to be back. This golf course, it will pick you apart if you're not hitting the ball 
where and how far and the correct line. So yeah, it is very satisfying to go out on a golf 
course like this and get off to a good solid start. 
 
Q.  What was the best shot you felt you hit today? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Best shot, the chip-in was pretty good. But we are playing lift, clean and 
place, so basically got to choose that lie. Still had to execute. I was just happy, I think some 
of the putts I made, I was just happy to roll in some of those. Between that and the chip-in. 
 
Q.  What's the difference between round one at Memorial and everything since then, 
81, 68 and then today? Is it just golf? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I mean obviously that first round, it was playing tough, but I 
should never have got that lie. It seemed like every time maybe if I drove it poorly, got it on 
or up by the green, then I would find a way to three-putt or not get up and down. If I hit the 
fairway, find a way to miss the green and it was just -- it was the only way to explain it. It was 
golf that day. I could not get anything to go the right way.  
 
Like I said, if I finally hit a green in regulation, I would find a way to three-putt. Just couldn't 
do anything right. It was one of those ones where I had to put it behind me. I knew if I played 
a solid round on Friday, I was going to have a chance to make the cut. Unfortunately, a little 
short. I think a little bit of it was more kind of there Thursday to Friday as well as going into 
last week, knowing that I had played halfway decent the weeks prior to that, just freeing up 
kind of the thought process and how I was maybe taking what I do on the range or at home 
and then throw that away and like what do we need to think about on the golf course to just 
play golf and not get too technical or worried about swing or anything like that. So that was 
my main focus last week.  
 
And then it was nice to have Tiller down and just coming up with, all right, what can I think 
about on the golf course to keep it simple and not worry necessarily about what the golf 
club's doing. 
 
Q.  And last question, you played enough with Bryson since he kind of reinvented 
himself. Do you feel like there are courses that are suited for his game and maybe 
some courses that aren't? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yes and no. I mean, length always helps, especially if you're hitting it 
straight. This golf course, especially in the wind, there's only a few holes that he can let it go, 
as he would say.  
 
This is a golf course where it's a bit more about position and hitting it a certain yardage and 
on the correct line. It almost takes driver out of his hands a little bit other than the par 5s and 
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some of the longer par 4s.  This may be one he has to maybe think his way around a little bit 
more.  
 
I wouldn't say there's necessarily a golf course that doesn't fit him. You look at some of the 
tighter, shorter courses that we play on Tour, Colonial and Hilton Head, he obviously played 
well those two weeks. It's just I think the transition of when he can go bombs-away on some 
golf courses and when he needs to not necessarily hit driver and just play it to certain spots. 
 
Q.  Your approach play today, talk about that and the wind, is that the hardest part of 
(inaudible)?  
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, first and foremost, getting the ball in the fairway, that was 
probably the key. I hit some great shots from out of the rough when I needed to, but yeah, 
the wind was kind of a little gusty today. I remember going back to our second hole on 
No. 11, Jon made a great swing and the wind laid down, hit it just over that green.  
 
So it was kind of picking and choosing the time to go and trusting that the wind was there or 
not going to be there. That was really all you could do. There's some times where it decides 
to lay down or pick up more and not a whole lot you can do about that. 
 


