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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 29, 2020 
 
HENRIK STENSON 
 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  We'll go ahead and get started, I would like to welcome Henrik Stenson 
into the interview room here at the World Golf Championship FedEx St. Jude Invitational.  
 
Henrik, you just finished participating in the FedEx Cares Charity Challenge, a lot of money 
raised for St. Jude Research Children's Hospital. I know you and Viktor Hovland didn't get 
the result you hoped for, but I also heard you guys enjoyed some Rendezvous Ribs. Sounds 
like a good consolation prize. Can you just give us some comments? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, if you can't finish, it's a draw, right? No, I think we give Sneds 
and Billy the win. They played a little bit stronger than us.  But yeah, it was good fun to be 
out there with the boys. Weather was a little bit of a challenge. It was coming down pretty 
hard at times, and it's pretty hot here in Memphis as well, so I'm looking forward to that 
shower in about 45 minutes.  And then the ribs were good. Yeah, pretty good afternoon all in 
all. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  Awesome. And Henrik, you're making your first start since the PGA 
TOUR's return to golf. If you would just share some comments on your return to competitive 
golf this week. 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, it's exciting. We'll see how much rust we need to shake here in 
the next couple of hours or days or months.  But yeah, with everything, we went back to 
Sweden.  Family always goes back in the summertime when school's out.  And I was in a bit 
of a decision-making there if I was going to stay on my own all summer and decided not do 
that. Then having some time in Sweden with the family, enjoyed that. I guess it's been very 
much a different year for everyone.  At least trying to see the positives, that's been a bit 
more time at home than we normally have the chance to have, so enjoyed that part. Now 
excited to be back playing, see the boys and see if we can make a few birdies along the 
way. At least I made one just before we stopped playing. 
 
Q.  Welcome back, Henrik. You just talked a little bit about going home to Sweden. 
Was there any part of you that thought about maybe coming back a little bit earlier 
considering it's been I guess five months for you? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  No. I mean, I've been practicing a bit in Orlando here for a little bit 
before coming up to Memphis, and I've probably been playing as much social golf as I've 
ever done here in the last couple of months. It's not full-on competition. Again, once you 
start working on your game, sometimes you kind of go backwards a little bit before you go 
forward as well, so I've been working with Pete and Phillip Kenyon and the guys on my team 
here for a while. Yeah, we'll just see in the next couple of days kind of where we're at and try 
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and build a bit of momentum going forward.  
 
Got the PGA next week and the U.S. Open and quite a lot of golf to play in the fall that 
normally wouldn't be on my schedule. Yeah, it's a different year, and we'll just try and get a 
bit more tournament play in, in the fall on my end and hopefully set up the 2020 season a 
little bit better than -- like this year, I only had one start in China, in October last year.  So 
when we got called off here at Sawgrass, I had only played I think two out of 22 
tournaments.  And apparently a missed cut at Bay Hill doesn't get you anywhere, so I was 
no where really in the FedExCup. For me, in that sense, it's a little bit of a lost year on the 
side of things there. But yeah, we'll try and rev it up and have a strong fall instead, three 
majors in the months to come. 
 
Q.  And a little bit of a different question. Tomorrow would have been the first round 
of the Olympic tournament. Given your success there last time around, do you have 
any thoughts in maybe going ahead to next year? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yeah, I hope we can play next year. Of course, I was locked in, so I 
have a spot this time around. Now I have to work hard again to make sure I get one for next 
year, because the rankings will keep on going.  
 
Yeah, I had a great time in Rio, obviously a good result, but the experience as a whole was 
really good, too. I would love to play in Japan and hopefully we can have the Olympic games 
next year. 
 
It's funny, when things get canceled, you kind of push it out of your mind.  Sometimes you 
don't even reflect, oh, this time around we should have been in Scotland or we should have 
been in Tokyo. It's kind of just a new schedule ahead of you, new plans.  And yeah, we're 
just going to have to best cope with it. 
 
Q.  Henrik, I think the last time I saw you and Emma was in a supermarket just down 
the road from TPC Sawgrass and you were promising me you were going to do some 
work around the house. Did you get any work done around the house? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Let me tell you, I virtually dismantled the playground in Orlando and 
stained the whole thing. I had a little bit of help, but I put my hours in on that one. The 
garage is looking pretty spotless. I got new shelves in the garage in Sweden. Oh, yeah, it's 
been proper handyman job here.   
 
Q.  But on probably a more serious note, you probably read the comments from Lee 
Westwood and Eddie Pepperell. Can you understand -- I know you live full time in the 
States, even though you are born in Sweden, but you understand Pepperell and 
Westwood not wishing to travel to the States for these two weeks? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  To be honest, I saw a little bit on Westwood's end. I don't know what 
Eddie put out there, so kind of hard to comment on that. 
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I think -- I mean, we've taken some decisions here to push categories forward both in 
Europe and in the States. It's challenging times. Everyone's got different kind of dilemmas or 
outlooks and challenges. I think each and one to their own to decide what they want to do 
and how they want to travel and lay out their schedule. I wouldn't criticize anyone in any 
shape or form on that, given the circumstances. 
 
If you don't feel comfortable and don't want to travel, then that's fine. If you want to play 
every week, that's another opportunity to do that. I think we all just go about it the way we 
want to and try and get through this and look ahead for a brighter future in general and in 
golf with hopefully the most part of this pandemic behind us at some point. 
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  Looks like that's all the questions we have, Henrik. 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  I'm not popular anymore?  
 
Q.  Can I have one more question then? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Yes, yes.  Please, please, please. 
 
Q.  I'm going to straight for the jugular. Your name's been mentioned as one of the 
players that's may be involved in the Premier Golf League. Can you comment on that, 
please? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  I think we've all kind of seen -- we've seen some of the things in the 
press and, yeah, I know a little bit what's going on behind the scenes and I'm following it 
closely, like a lot of other people. Yeah, we'll see what happens in the future really. 
 
Q.  Can you say now whether you've been approached or not, or is that sort of under 
cover? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Well, we'll -- 
 
Q.  You've been approached then. 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  All right. Thanks for adding that.  
 
Q.  Henrik, outside of cleaning up your garage and whatever it is you did with the kids 
stuff in the back, had you ever gone that long without -- I'm guessing you went a 
couple weeks, if not months, without touching a golf club? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  No, the big part that I was looking back in and I realized since 2003 I 
haven't had more than six weeks in between one season and the other, so I never had been 
away from competitive golf more than six weeks in 17 years. Yeah, certainly haven't had 
anywhere near this much time, spent two months in Orlando and then two months in 
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Sweden, so I haven't had that much time for 17, 18 years at home, so I kind of enjoyed that 
part. Like I said, been able to do other things, but sooner or later it's time to get back up on 
the horse again and come out.  And yeah, it was great to be out and see all the players and 
caddies again, because you kind of miss that part when you're away from the Tour. 
 
Q.  After you left THE PLAYERS Championship, how long was it until you actually 
went to the range and started working on your game again? 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  It was probably about five weeks. When we still had -- it was probably 
a week before Colonial got pushed, because then when that was still kind of sitting in its 
original date and a possibility to start up there again, then I started practicing and playing a 
little bit kind of with that in the back of my mind. Once that got pushed further back there a 
few weeks, then we decided to go back to Sweden for the summer and then I kind of stayed 
off again for a few weeks. 
 
But like I said, I played a fair bit in Sweden over this summer and had some regular games 
and so on, but still not maybe done the work that you would do normally. Yeah, we might 
need a little bit of time here to get in order, but it's fun to be back out working on the game 
again.  
 
RACHEL NOBLE:  Thanks so much for your time today, Henrik. Good luck this week. 
 
HENRIK STENSON:  Thank you. 
 


