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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 29, 2020 
 
WEBB SIMPSON 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll go ahead and get started here with Webb Simpson in the interview 
room at the World Golf Championship St. Jude Invitational.  Webb enters the week No. 2 in 
the FedExCup standings and finished runnerup at this event last season.  
 
Webb, if we can just get an opening comment on your return to Memphis. 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, I love this place for many reasons. One, I got a start here, my first 
professional start in 2008.  So I remember flying from Purdue, the National Championship in 
May, straight here for my first tournament as a pro. So I love being back here. Obviously, 
great memories.  
 
I love being near FedEx headquarters where, you know, they've been such a huge support 
of us over the years, especially our Playoffs. And also, just what St. Jude has been able to 
do. I think I heard earlier they've taken these kids' survival rate from 20 percent to 
80 percent, so they're doing amazing things in the world of medicine for kids. It just feels 
good. It feels good to be in a place where you know there's so much emphasis on helping 
kids who are struggling.  
 
And I love the golf course as icing on the cake. It's just a great golf course. I don't think any 
type of player has an advantage necessarily here. It would be a good test. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Last season you closed the regular season with back-to-back runnerup 
finishes, were able to claim a spot in that inaugural Wyndham Rewards Top-10. As we 
prepare for this busy stretch the remainder of the season, what are your goals looking like 
now that you're in such a great position in the FedExCup standings?  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, definitely in a lot better position in the Wyndham Rewards than I 
was last year. I love these golf tournaments. I've played Harding Park before, for next week, 
I love that golf course. The Wyndham Championship is basically a home event for me and 
again, a golf course I love playing. Plenty of golf ahead for me personally. I really do love 
this stretch even though it's a lot of golf.  
 
But I'm just so happy and proud of the Tour, honestly, for what they've done, when they 
came back, how they've done it, to keep the amount of positive tests so low.  It's just been 
incredible. So I'm just -- I think I say on behalf of all the players, we're really thankful to be 
playing each week. To look back a couple months ago before we started, to think we're on 
our way to finishing the season, the regular season and the FedExCup Playoffs, it's a great 
season. So I'm really happy to be where I am at this point in the season as No. 2 in the 
FedExCup and Wyndham Rewards. I've got a few events to try to take that top spot from 
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Justin. 
 
Q.  Webb, if you look at the way sort of the season played out for you, you get the win 
early and you get a win early with the restart, so that puts you right there in the 
FedExCup. I'm curious if you look at if from maybe the perspective of with the way 
this season was going to be short and it's going to be much more of a sprint than the 
marathon it normally is, does that change your strategy in how you look at the 
FedExCup? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  It definitely changed the way I looked at it. It didn't really change what I 
did. I knew that those who got off to a good start before our break were going to, obviously, 
have a better chance to win the FedExCup, because there's just less events for guys who 
are not in the top, say, 10 or 20.  It would be harder for them to climb back up. 
 
But I am -- I'm really happy with the amount of events that the Tour's had. I haven't played 
as much as most guys. I knew starting out the season I was going to try to lower my total 
number of events, because I'm a father of five, I want to be home more, but thankfully, the 
few events I have played, I've played well. 
 
So I do think that start, couple good events for me in the fall, a win obviously for me on the 
west coast at Phoenix really helped.  It really took pressure off me to feel like I had to play a 
lot more once we came back.  So that's why I've been able to take a few events off. 
 
Q.  It's not unusual to play a World Golf Championship before the PGA Championship, 
which we did for many years, but is it at all strange to you, as we hit this stretch, that 
right in the middle of it we have the first major we played in more than a year? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, it's very strange. I think it's also more strange that we're going to 
have, I think, seven majors in 13 months. Next week -- I think we've experienced no fans, 
and that's been very unusual. We're starting to get used to it.  But I think next week will feel 
unusual again, being a major, when there's tens of thousands lining the fairways 10 rows 
deep. We're used to that, every major being sold out long in advance. 
 
I think next week's going to feel slightly different.  And who knows what will happen at the 
U.S. Open or Masters.  But, again, if we have no fans there, it won't feel like a normal major.  
As much as we want it to, I don't think it will. But yeah, it's nice to get the majors going.  And 
this week, having the best players in the world here, is obviously a nice tune-up for next 
week. 
 
Q.  Has noise ever hurt you? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  I don't think so. I think noise helps guys. I think if you're not playing 
great, momentum you might gain from making a 30-footer helps you if you're a couple over. 
Or if you're in contention, you're one back or one up and you make a 20-footer on 14, you're 
going to hear the crowd get really excited. So I've been in contention a couple times without 
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fans and I miss that, for sure. 
 
Q.  This course is kind of notorious for its water balls. When you think about that 
going into the week, what's your strategy? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Well, I think it's a golf course where if you drive it well, you drive it in the 
fairway, you're going to have a lot less chances to hit balls in the water. I think these water 
balls often come from guys who drive it in the rough on holes like 9 or 15, even 18, even 12. 
There are a lot of holes where in the rough you have a decision to make:  Are you going to 
bring on the water and go for the green or are you going to lay up?  It's really hard to lay up 
from 150 yards. 
 
So I think that's probably why. If you look at the winners here over the years, you've seen 
different length players win, long hitters, short hitters, because it's just like that type of golf 
course. If a long hitter comes in here, like Brooks did last year, and he drives it well, he's 
going to have a great chance to win. But you've also seen some shorter guys win here and 
have success here. Most guys I talk to love this place because it doesn't really create an 
advantage for any type of player. 
 
So the rough is up this week. I looked at the forecast and it looks like it's going to be windy, 
or at least normal wind for Southwind. Yeah, I'm sure we're going to see more balls in the 
water this year, as usual. 
 
Q.  Some of the international players had a very difficult decision to make about 
whether they wanted to come over here. If things were reversed, say there was the 
British Open this year, would you have been willing to go quarantine for two weeks 
and go through that whole process to play in a major championship out of the 
country? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  That's a tough question to answer. I mean, for one isolated event, I don't 
think so.  I don't think I would have gone through that for one event. I know a lot of the 
international guys spend a lot of time in the States, so I think it would be different knowing 
that they spend a few months a year here anyways. But when you start bringing your wife 
and your kids into the picture, I think it becomes really difficult, because on one hand, it's 
your job and you want to play golf and you want to perform, you want to make money, but on 
the other hand, it is a lot of time away from your family. 
 
So I don't know the ins and outs of each player's situation, but I know it's tough for each guy. 
I hadn't really followed the stories of kind of why guys have come or haven't.  But for me, I 
wouldn't have gone through all that trouble for one event, as much as I love The Open 
Championship.  But when you're talking about a season or at least a few months of golf, it 
might be different. 
 
Q.  I'm just wondering, Michael Thompson's kind of in that shorter hitter group along 
with you. What do you make of seeing another guy kind of playing the same style of 
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golf that you do going out and winning on the PGA TOUR? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  It's always encouraging knowing it's not always bombers who are 
winning each week. But last week I saw a little bit of golf, and it looked like there was tons of 
trouble and water around that golf course. Matt Wolff's a long hitter, he won last year.  But 
any time you put kind of our length players on courses with a lot of trouble, I think you're 
equalizing it for us a little bit, because there is a premium on fairways.  Whereas, a lot of golf 
courses we play, fairways are not premium.  It doesn't matter where guys hit it, just farther is 
better.  
 
I don't get excited to play those golf courses like I do Southwind this week, where it's really 
point A to point B golf and the guy who kind of does that the best and thinks the best will win. 
Some courses, you don't really have to do point A to point B the best, you just need to hit it 
really far and go get it. Still, I'm not saying it's easy for these guys to win who are bombers, 
but it makes it harder certainly for my length to win on certain golf courses. But that's what it 
is and that's why we have a great sport.  
 
A lot of years when I'm playing well, I can pick where I go play, so I'm trying to pick those 
type of golf courses as much as I can. 
 
Q.  Webb, Brooks Koepka was one of the hottest golfers in the world for a couple 
years and is going through his struggles, and he's certainly not the first guy. What 
does it say about the game and how difficult it is and kind of the fleeting nature of it? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, it's very fleeting. The moment you feel like you're going to play 
well for a while, the next moment you're wondering if you're ever going to play well again. 
I've been through it many times. I have no doubts about Brooks, he's a champion. Any time 
a guy wins four majors in such a short amount of time, he'll be right there. I know he's battled 
a knee injury and I know -- I've only had one injury in my career and it was hard to deal with. 
You come back, you might try to protect that part of your body, you might be nervous that 
you're going to hurt it, whatever it might be, but Brooks is the type of player, he's going to 
win again.  He's going to be dominant, I'm sure, again in his career. 
 
But it is, the older I've gotten and the longer I've been out here, it's my 12th season, I realize 
when you're playing well, you've got to appreciate it more and you've got to be thankful for it, 
because nothing's promised. I don't know how I'm going to play the rest of the season, but 
I'm just going to worry about today and hopefully keep playing well. 
 
Q.  Going back to what you just said about this course being -- not being a -- or being 
a point A to point B golf course, looking ahead to next week at Harding Park, how 
would you characterize that golf course? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah.  So that one I think is kind of a tweener. It is long and bombers 
will have an advantage, because it is longer, there's a lot of drivers, but there's not as many 
forced carries out at Harding Park as some of these long golf courses.  
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And I've been pretty vocal.  I don't think technology's the problem with our game, I think it's 
golf course design. I think you would solve a lot of problems on this length issue if architects 
would get a little more creative on doglegs, where they're placing these bunkers, tightening 
fairways, making greens smaller. That way you're saving money on the land, you're saving 
money on watering the golf courses when we play too many courses where you get to a hole 
and hey, it's 290 to carry a bunker.  Well, guess what, 30 guys on the PGA TOUR now, 
they're not even thinking about that bunker whereas 20 years ago it was really in play. 
 
So I've been vocal, hey, put another bunker out there right over that one and then you've 
fixed your problem. 
 
So I think looking forward to next week, the rough's going to be up, I'm sure, it's a major 
championship. So there will be a premium on fairways, but it's not necessarily a point A to 
point B golf course like Southwind is, where you miss your target, it's very penal. It's more of 
just tree-lined rough, kind of old-school.  
 
JACK RYAN:  Webb, I think that's all the questions we have. We appreciate the time and 
best of luck this week. 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Thank you, appreciate it. 
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BROOKS KOEPKA:   
 


