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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 29, 2020 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll go ahead and get started with Brooks Koepka here at the World Golf 
Championship FedEx St. Jude Invitational. Brooks will be the defending champion this week 
as well as next week at the PGA Championship.  
 
Brooks, if we can just get an opening comment on being back in Memphis to defend your 
title. 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it feels good to be back. It's a place I have good memories 
from. St. Jude's always been a special place in my heart. FedEx is here.  It's an exciting 
week to be just a member of the PGA TOUR. But to come back and defend, it's always, I 
guess, been that place for me where I've been excited and I can't wait to get to. 
 
JACK RYAN:  When you look back at that win last year, what kind of sticks out most in 
terms of those positive memories?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  To be honest with you, I just remember being so hot. I remember I 
wasn't feeling the greatest, but at the same time this golf course, it's so fun to me, because I 
feel like if you play well, you can really shoot 7, 8 under, but if you're just slightly off, you can 
shoot even par or 1 over. to me, that's the sign of a good golf course and I enjoy that 
challenge. You can get off to a really good start here and it just kind of feeds you If you get 
through those first four or five holes, and you can be 1, 2 over very quickly. 
 
Q.  Brooks, I think I have this right.  Is this kind of the first time you've had a chance 
to work with Pete in a while? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I worked with Pete on Sunday. That's the first time I've seen 
him since PLAYERS, yeah. PLAYERS was the first time.  
 
Q.  How helpful was that?  I know you guys probably exchanged video, but I'm sure 
it's not the same thing.  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, you can do video all you want, but at the same the time, you 
can't read ball flights, you can't see exactly where -- is it overcutting, is it not, is it a good 
shot, is it a bad shot?  Because you want to see the good shots just as much as you want to 
see the bad ones.  
 
My chipping's been fine. The stats will say it's bad, but it's not.  It's because I'm missing it 
short-sided and I'm missing it in the worst place possible.  It makes it very difficult.  They'll 
throw those stats up.  But it was nice to see him, work on some things. Just good to 
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have -- that's why I have Claude and Pete there, to bounce ideas off of and see where 
you're at. They're both saying the same thing.  And I think this weekend -- if there was ever a 
good cut to miss, I think it was that one. 
 
Q.  And if I can ask about the knee.  I know you talked about it in Memphis, about 
having the MRI and it's not getting any better. Is this something that you think you 
might have to have surgery on in the future?  And when would you make that 
decision? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  The tear has to be worse to go under the knife, but we'll see how it 
goes. We'll see when my season ends and go get stem cell again most likely and figure it 
out from there. 
 
Q.  Brooks, with little tune-up and talking with those guys and the knee, how are you 
feeling with your game as you come to a course that you have had success on just 
last year? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I feel like I'm getting better and better every day. I think last 
week I saw signs of it, made some adjustments this weekend as far as just seeing how 
scared I was to get on my left side. I forget what the thing is, but it shows you how much 
your weight distribution is.  You can battle through it all the time, but still, pain will make you 
adjust really quickly, and just seeing where I was. Made a few adjustments in my setup just 
to kind of help ease it and help get my body through that. 
 
Q.  Brooks, has the knee injury kept you from full-out training and has it limited your 
work ability recently or for a long stretch on the range? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it will get sore if I beat balls long enough, and I've had some 
lengthy range sessions over the past two weeks where it's been five-plus hours.  I'll come 
back, I'll ice it, yeah.  It limits what I can do. I can't -- I don't know how to explain this well, 
but I can't run. I can -- I take these little steps and try to do it very quickly. That's kind of my 
run right now. Biking, I can do it like once a week without it really flaring up and getting too 
painful.  Can't do much cardio.  But it's definitely changed a lot of things for me, that's for 
sure. 
 
Q.  And Brooks, after you were so dominant for so long, how frustrating has this 
stretch been for you? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it's definitely been frustrating. It will test you mentally, but at the 
same time, I'm looking at it as a challenge and something where I know I'm going to -- it will 
turn around eventually.  It's going to turn around. You don't work that hard for nothing. 
Starting to see signs of it. Now it's just about going and doing it. Whether it be this week, 
next week, a month from now, two months from now, whatever it's going to be, it will pay off. 
 
Q.  Brooks, switching gears to talk about St. Jude and how big of a part that this 
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tournament is with the hospital. What does it mean to you?  And do you have any 
plans to do anything with the patients virtually? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, this has always been important to me. It's been since I went 
maybe three years ago to visit the hospital. I think it's changed my life, changed my 
perspective on things, which has actually been, I think, a good thing, especially coming in 
this week. 
 
To sit -- I remember sitting at the house this morning.  I was talking to our chef about it 
before we were getting ready to come, how I was just thinking to myself, "It's just golf."  I 
could be fighting for my life like some of these kids that are in the hospital. They've got a 
smile on their face.  And yeah, I might be pissed off, I might be mad, but there's no excuse 
for me not to have a good attitude and smile all the way through this, because I don't have to 
deal with what they have to. 
 
Q.  Brooks, you've always been one of the more confident guys going into majors. 
With the recent struggles, do you still carry that mindset? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I'm defending, aren't I? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Okay. Just checking. 
 
Q.  Brooks, last year you really laid the hammer down on Rory on Sunday. How much 
sweeter is it to do it to one of the top players like that?  And do you think it lit a fire 
under him that kind of got him to play even better?  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I hope so.  I hope it did. I can only relate it to myself.  But any time 
Rory's beaten me or JT or Dustin, whoever it might be, a top player, whatever, we go out 
and play good and they beat my butt, it drives me nuts for a while and always looking for 
redemption. So I'm sure it's pretty much the same for him. He's been playing good, so 
hopefully -- hopefully use it as motivation to get myself in gear. 
 
Q.  One more. As a guy who's been very willing in his career to travel internationally, 
what do you think of the players that are faced now with having to quarantine, come 
to the U.S. or go back home to their country, would you have been willing to do 
something like that to have played in the British Open if there had been one this year? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, yeah, I would have done whatever's necessary. Listen, this is 
my job.  It's what I -- I'll do anything for my job, whether that means go sit in a hotel room for 
14 days and go over there and be able to play and then come back and have to do it 
14 days, it is what it is. I've already sacrificed a lot for my job, friendships, family, 
relationships, anything. I don't see why that would change.  
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JACK RYAN:  Brooks, I think that's all the questions we have. We appreciate the time, and 
best of luck this week. 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Thank you. 
 


