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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
July 5, 2020 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU  ( -23) 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We would like to welcome the winner of the 2020 Rocket Mortgage Classic, 
Bryson DeChambeau, in the interview room.  
 
Bryson, your sixth PGA TOUR victory, looking into the camera, if you can just walk us 
through this week. 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  First off, I just wanted to say thank you to everyone that's been 
there supporting me; my team, Tim Tucker, Conner, manager Brett and agent Brett. Chris 
Como as well, he's helped me out tremendously, Mike Schy, a bunch of people in the 
background that not many people know about. 
 
But this is a little emotional for me because I did do something a little different, I changed my 
body, changed my mindset in the game and I was able to accomplish a win while playing a 
completely different style of golf. And it's pretty amazing to see that and I hope it's an 
inspiration to a lot of people that if they set their mind to it, you can accomplish it. It just 
takes a lot of hard work, a lot of figuring out things that you may not know and understand 
yet, but if you keep going down the line and you keep working on it, figuring stuff out, 
eventually you'll get a little bit better each and every day and hopefully that leads to 
something great in the end. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Bryson, all week you've had the logo on the back of your hat representing 
Changing the Course Initiative. Can you speak to that a little bit and what it means to 
(inaudible) the digital divide?  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, I think the most important thing is we're changing lives 
here. The PGA Tour, Rocket Mortgage -- how much did I raise this week on 15? 
 
JACK RYAN:  I'm sorry? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Nos. 14, 15, 16, I know I went 3-3-3 I think or something like 
that, so I was able to raise three hundred thirteen, something like that. That's pretty special. 
To be able to change lives and make an impact is something I'm all about, my enterprise is 
all about. It's something that I strive for, especially when a lot of people are struggling right 
now. There's a lot of stuff going on and I hope that we were able to provide a lot of 
entertainment and we were able to change some lives during the course of this week. That's 
what the PGA TOUR's about, that's what golf is all about. 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll take some questions from the media. 
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Q.  Bryson, can you take us through No. 4 when you landed in the greenside rough 
and then had that shot over the trees? Just take us through that and where did that 
rank in, I guess, in key moments for you today.  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, I would say that was probably my second best moment of 
the day. I pulled the drive. I knew -- I wasn't hitting the driver as well today, so I felt like if I 
push it and the wind was a little off the left, I could have easily hit it out of bounds, so I just 
kind of made sure I drew it. I just overdrew it left because the ball's going so far. I mean, 
that -- obviously it keeps going farther left.  
 
So it went into that greenside rough and I surprisingly had somewhat of a decent lie and the 
lie was such that if I was to hit more of a cut shot, I could have gotten to the ball a lot easier, 
but if I hit it out to the right, there was a lot more grass behind it. If I laid up, it was almost 
going to be somewhat more difficult to lay up, so I thought to myself if I can get this thing up 
and over and cut it over, go long right, I can have an easy shot back to the green, back to 
that hole location. So I did just that, I opened it.  I said, you know what, I'm comfortable 
enough to do that and I got really quite honestly pretty lucky being able to get over these 
trees and let it land and roll onto the front edge of the green. That was pretty lucky, but it 
was definitely my second best moment today. 
 
Q.  Sorry if I missed it, but what was the first? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  The first? I'm sorry, the first.  The first thing, that --  
 
Q.  What was the first? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  -- on 16. I mean, I just had a weird string of events on the last, 
I'd say, three or four holes and obviously the shot going into the water on 14, I had no idea. 
The fairway got baked out and rolled out like crazy and bounced really hard and I was not 
expecting it to go in the water but it did. 
 
I held my held high and I was able to almost make par, but I just kept moving forward. I don't 
know how I caught a little bit of a jumper on the next hole, pitching wedge, and it went long 
so I was in a pretty difficult place in that moment. I'm trying to adapt and overcome, 
improvise a little bit. I was able to stripe a drive on 16 and then hit a decent wedge shot in 
there and I knew I had to make that putt. I knew if I was to make that putt and go 
birdie-birdie-birdie coming in, it'd be really difficult to beat me and that's just what I tried to do 
and I made a 30-footer and that just spurred me on for the rest of the day. 
 
Q.  Bryson, sorry if this has been asked already, I just hopped on, but I guess have 
you had less applause after tapping in for a victory than you had today? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Have I had less? 
 
Q.  Yeah. I mean, it was a pretty surreal scene given what's been going on. 
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BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  For sure. It's funny, I was kind of in my own world the whole 
day, I never really thought much about anything outside of me. Man, I was just focusing on 
my game, trying to execute every sot to the best of my ability and I did that for quite most of 
the day.  
 
When I got to that last hole and that last putt, I just said to myself, "Do not hit this thing two 
feet by, just don't do it." Luckily, I hit a good put and it went dead in the middle and I knew 
there was no way he could beat me after making that putt. So for me afterwards, I just didn't 
really think anything of it. It's weird, it's a little awkward, but again, I appreciate that we're 
back out here playing good golf and being able to provide entertainment for everyone. 
 
Q.  And do you often wait on 399-yard holes to clear before you tee off? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  No, no, I've never done that. I couldn't believe I had to do that 
today on 13. I really could have gotten there, I just pulled it unfortunately. I made sure not to 
miss it right because I knew if I missed it right, I was going to be blocked out, I'd have no 
chance. Consequently, I hit it left and hit the trees and kind of went in a bad spot.  
 
No, I don't do that very often and hopefully I can have that going on -- going on a lot more 
down the road, that would be a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Bryson, congrats on the win. First off. Just can you clear up a couple clubs. What 
did you hit into 7 and 17? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  No. 7 I hit a smooth 8-iron and 17 I hit 8-iron as well. I caught a 
jumper on 17. I was planning on it and trying to run it up the right-hand side. I did it perfectly. 
 
Q.  And your comments yesterday gained some traction. I'm not sure, how aware 
were you of that, and if so, does this result serve as any validation for you? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I mean, look, I'm not going to comment anymore on the stuff 
that happened yesterday. Look, I respect everybody and I think people took it the wrong way 
and I'm sorry that they did so.  
 
My job and my idea is never to devise anyone -- not create any divisive nature, I just want to 
provide the best entertainment out here.   
 
I just felt like a minute long for videoing me was kind of a little weird, but we talked it out and 
it was all great and no issues, no issues whatsoever. So, appreciate what they do, 
appreciate everybody that works hard out here to provide great entertainment. 
 
Q.  Bryson, you've said that this is a long-term investment to you.  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah. 
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Q.  And that you want to -- you really want this to translate to the majors. I know 
you're not degrading any other tournaments, but what does this do in terms of 
validating that long-term investment and how much confidence does it give you to go 
into those majors knowing that you had top-10 finishes, but now it's a win? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah. Well, I would say the most important thing is that I played 
on a golf course that required unbelievable wedging and that's not one of the strong suits of 
my game, and I was able to win and win by a few, so that's really positive. It means my 
wedge play isn't up to the best in the world, but it's definitely good enough to still compete on 
Tour. My driving's still good enough to compete on Tour.  
 
It's really exciting to be able to get the job done here and it's a lot of momentum for the 
majors. I feel like it's a good test run for me hitting drives in some tight areas. No. 7 wasn't 
easy this week and I hit great drives there all week, so -- 18, I've been hitting a great job at 
18 when I had to, absolutely had to. If I hit it in the water or a little left or a little right, I'm 
struggling to make par, but I was able to give myself a little wedge shot in there. So it gives 
me a lot of confidence going forward that I'm heading in the right direction with my driving 
and my game. 
 
Q.  Being 26 years old, most talked about golfer since the restart, right? You've done 
so well the last three weeks, you win here today, you have all the drives that people 
are talking about, the body transformation, right? You've really become the center of 
attention in the golf world and with that, as you know probably, comes a target on 
your back for others to chase down. What does that feel like? Is that something you 
embrace? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I like people trying to -- personally, here you go, I'll give it to you 
this way:  I think the most important thing is that I've shown people that there's another way 
to do it and there's going to be other people trying to come up and do it that way. Whether it 
translates on the PGA TOUR, I don't think so. I think guys are going to play their game, 
they're going to keep doing what they're doing, trying to utilize their biggest tools in their 
toolbag to play their best golf.  
 
For me, I think there are going to be people trying to hit it a little harder, some of them, but at 
the end of the day, it's going to take a generation for this to all evolve into something 
different. I really think there are going to be a lot more players down the road trying to hit it 
as far as they possibly can, and straight.  
 
Q.  For sure.  And to follow up on that, some people obviously, like you mentioned, 
say that you can only hit the driver, right? So you win here today and what's the 
message to those people that maybe doubted your driver as you did well the last 
couple of weeks, but weren't able to get a win? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah, you know, I haven't had my best iron play, but I've been 
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working on my driver really hard and that's a completely different motion than my irons. So 
my next angle of attack is going after those irons and making sure I can control my distances 
as good as anyone out here, because obviously hitting it farther, it's going to change a lot. 
My gaps are now 15 yards compared to 12 yards in the past. When I change irons, I've got 
to be a lot more in control of it up to a higher level than even before. So that's my next angle 
that I'm looking at and hopefully I can accomplish that here in the near future.  
 
Q.  You kept saying that you wanted to be the house or the casino with the implication 
being that the house or the casino always wins. Were you really that confident, 
because you did mention that you were a little bit emotional that you've proven now 
that this different way can work? Was there a little sliver of doubt in your mind that 
maybe the bigger, stronger Bryson wasn't going to win inevitably? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Yeah, absolutely. Anytime you get so close for a few times and 
you don't win, it obviously makes you think. So you've got to realize I'm human, I make 
mistakes, we all make mistakes. I think that's the beauty of every player out here is that we 
are all human, and even though we may think a certain way, even though we may believe a 
certain thing, it doesn't always pan out that way and I think that's what makes the game of 
golf so unique and so cool.  
 
You know, for me, it's one of those things that it's a statement that I've talked about actually, 
just haven't vocalized it to anybody in the media for a long time, but my coach, Mike Schy, 
talked about it:  Be the house, you've just got to be the house, try and figure out all these 
little advantages you can get and make the odds in your favor, I guess you could say.  
 
So I've said it since I was 15, but never really vocalized it until now, until I've had this pretty 
big advantage with the driver, you know, and I'm glad it came to fruition.   
 
I did not know if I was going to win today, I had no idea, and I would have been okay either 
way.  I would have still been going on and grinding and working as hard as I possibly can. 
But it is definitely validating and it's exciting to be able to win having a whole different body. 
So it's a tremendous horn and I appreciate everybody that was watching and supporting me 
out there. 
 
Q.  Bryson, two questions. One, do you plan to get bigger or stronger or are you just 
trying to maintain your body where it is now? And you talked about kind of being in 
your own world, but did the protests distract you? I think on the 7th tee you picked up 
your ball and kind of took another minute. Was that the commotion outside the 
course that kind of gave you a reset there? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  What was the first question? Can you say that one more time?  
 
Q.  Your body, are you where your body wants it to be or do you want to get bigger 
and stronger or do you want to try to maintain where you're at right now?   
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BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I think I maintain where I'm at pretty well even through these 
four weeks. This week was my highest ball speed week, so that was pretty cool to see.  
 
Tomorrow I'm going to Denver to work with Greg Roskopf again. I'm going to be also 
working with NeuroPeak doing some brain training stuff to see how much stronger I can get 
before I come back to Memorial.  So I'm going, I'm full sailing going as hard as I can to get 
as strong and as big as I can.  
 
The second piece. On 7, it was funny, it was like back in high school. Troy Merritt, he was 
even saying it's like shooting a free throw, you know? I don't know if that makes any sense. 
You can just hear people chanting and stuff. It was kind of a funny little instance, but I know 
there's a lot of strife and trouble going on right now. To me, I love that everybody's voicing 
their opinion and I think that they deserve to do so. We're golfers here trying to provide the 
best entertainment. I think that's the most important thing that we can do. 
 
But no, on the 7 tee, I thought it was actually pretty cool. I was like, oh, that's cool. I hit my 
drive and hit a great drive and I was more excited about the drive. 
 
Q.  Bryson, two really quick ones here. You didn't play here last year. What drew you 
to this tournament this year?  
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  Well, I heard that this was a bomber's paradise. I knew that that, 
one of the things that was awesome. And I've heard a lot of great things about Detroit and 
what the Rocket Mortgage is doing up here. So I was excited to come play a Donald Ross 
design.  
 
I'm sorry, Mr. Ross, I didn't mean to hit it over those bunkers all the time, but it just 
happened. 
 
But it was exciting to come up here and meet a lot of great new people. 
 
Q.  And finally, what will be your celebration dinner tonight? 
 
BRYSON DeCHAMBEAU:  I don't know if it's Jersey Mike's. It might be Boston Market. We 
don't know, I'm not certain yet. I know I'll be having an Orgain, another couple protein 
shakes, because I have to work out in the morning. I'm going out to work out. I don't know, I 
hope I can somehow get a nice steak and potatoes, but I don't know. That's my favorite 
dinner. We'll see, I think we can find it somewhere. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Thank you, Bryson, and congratulations. 
 


