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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 1, 2020 
 
BRIAN STUARD 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Brian Stuard, thanks for joining us here at the Rocket Mortgage Classic.  
Appreciate you making the time. You played in this, what is essentially your home event, last 
year for the first time, the inaugural event, finished in the top-5. Can you just explain what 
the difference has been like for you this week on site compared to last where, where I 
imagine you had a lot of friends and family around? It's got to be pretty different for you. 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yeah, it's definitely the biggest difference. I mean, last year was 
something that I never really experienced before, having that many friends and family be 
able to watch and support me. It's going to be a little bit different this year, a little quieter, I 
think, but it's still great to be back at Detroit Golf Club and back in Michigan to play a PGA 
TOUR event. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Brian, you've played 18 events this season, which I think there's only 
three or four players that have played more than you. I know you like to play a lot. You're 
coming off a top-20 finish last week at Travelers. Just talk about the state of your game and 
what we might need to see from you to go a little better than the T-5 this week at Detroit. 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yeah, I've been playing well. All three weeks that we've been back, I've 
been playing pretty well. I feel like my putting is not quite where it needs to be, so I think 
that's going to be the biggest key for me this week. I feel like I'm driving it well and irons feel 
good, but got to make all the putts. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Brian, welcome back to Detroit. I guess, first of all, you talked a little bit 
about it's going to be different this year. Could there be -- I know you enjoyed it last year, 
you had hundreds of tickets, I think, that you guys secured for friends and family trying to 
scrape those up, but could it work a little bit to your advantage this week given that you won't 
have all that around you, or would you rather have everyone here?  
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yeah, that's a good point. Definitely a lot less distractions this week 
probably I think with the no fans, that's kind of the feel that it has been, but you know, it's 
going to be different. I'm not sure if it will be better or worse for me this week, but last year 
was something that, like I said, I've never experienced that before playing a tournament in 
Michigan, have that many friends and family there. So I don't think -- you know, it's just going 
to be tough to duplicate that obviously, but that's kind of the goal, just to hopefully play well 
again. 
 
Q.  Were you pulled in a lot of different directions like outside of your rounds last 
year? I mean, did you feel like obligated to kind of play host in a way? 
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BRIAN STUARD:  Not too much. You know, you see everybody after you sign your 
scorecard and you say hello to whoever made it that day, I guess. Other than that, not too 
much. I mean, we went to dinner a few times with a few different friends and family, but 
other than that, not really. 
 
You know, everybody's pretty good about kind of knowing that it's a work week, I guess, but 
yeah, once a year it's okay to have that obligation, I guess. 
 
Q.  And you're not one of the longer drivers out here, but played really well here last 
year. Do you think accuracy is more important than distance here? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  I think driving it straight here is very important because there's a lot 
of -- every fairway's pretty much tree lined and you can -- you would rather be 150 rather 
than 100 in the trees obviously; 150 in the fairway rather than 100 in the trees. 
 
Yeah, I think accuracy is important every week. I think this week is a little more important 
than some, I would say. So yeah, I think it is. 
 
Q.  And the rough, is it as thick around the greens as everyone's saying? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yes, yes it is, around the greens it is very thick and it's very lush. So I 
think you want to be in the fairway to be able to control your ball coming into the greens and 
hopefully hit a bunch of greens this week. 
 
Q.  Last one. How much time would you need to spend in the gym to be able to hit it 
as far as Bryson? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  I don't know, man. I played with him last week and he sure has 
transformed his body. It's pretty impressive to watch him hit the tee ball. He let it rip a couple 
times and you just kind of sit back and watch it. It's pretty impressive. 
 
Q.  What was the farthest that he hit one past you, maybe one that you caught well? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  I don't know, that's a tough one. It was a long ways, how about that? 
 
Q.  My question is regarding the course. So, I wanted to know how familiar you are 
with Donald Ross designs and what characteristics of that do you see here at Detroit? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yeah, you know, we play a bunch of them throughout the year and 
throughout your college days, your amateur days. I always just kind of attribute it to an 
old-school, tree-lined, traditional golf course. usually the greens are kind of the test of a 
Donald Ross course, I would say, and it's no different here. The greens are very -- there's a 
bunch of different sections where you want -- you would like to keep your ball in the proper 
section because if you're not, then you're going to have a tough time two-putting, so I think 
that's an important characteristic of his courses.   
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Q.  And what do you feel -- what do you think the course in particular, how does it 
benefit your game or what is it about this course works well for you? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yeah, I think, for one, I really enjoy playing it and I think that's a big thing. 
Two, like I was saying before, it's kind of that traditional, tree-lined, I feel like you have to 
shape some shots off the tee, put it in the proper side of the fairway, and I think that's a 
strength of my game. I'm not the longest hitter, for sure, but I'm pretty accurate off the tee 
and I think that plays into my hands. 
 
Q.  Another Bryson question for you here if you don't mind. Last week, is it unnerving 
or distracting at all to play with him the way he is driving the ball? And I guess the 
second part would be, does it make you think at all about what he's thinking about 
just in terms of all the tinkering, the mad scientist stuff, do you start to wonder maybe 
I should be doing some more things like this? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  That's a very good question. The unnerving part, no, not really. I'm used 
to everybody hitting it past me. I'm one of the shorter guys out here, for sure, so I'm used to 
that, but it's still impressive to watch. 
 
You know what, what impressed me about his process, I guess, is kind of on the greens 
mostly. They were talking about a lot of numbers that I had no idea what they were talking 
about. For me, I don't think I could play that way. I don't think quite like that. It's definitely 
interesting to see somebody take a different approach. Obviously it works for him. 
 
Q.  Two questions totally unrelated with an option for a third unless I get yelled at. 
 
If you look back at these three weeks, can you kind of describe or explain what your 
typical routine is off the golf course compared with what it would have been a year 
ago? I'm thinking dinner, things like that. 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yeah, I don't think -- not too much has changed, I don't think. It's different 
at the tournament, there's a lot less going on, I would say. I feel like you can -- it's easier to 
get your work done. And for me, I think the biggest thing is just trying to get enough rest in. 
Too much practice is too much practice sometimes. That's the biggest thing for me. 
 
Q.  Has Russell invited you out to the bus or anything for dinner? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  You know, actually, we bought one ourselves, so we've been traveling 
along with him, so that's the biggest change for me. Decided to do it and really enjoy it so 
far. Wish I would have done it a couple years ago, I think. 
 
Q.  So did you drive to Ft. Worth and Hilton Head and Connecticut and beyond? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  I did, yes. Not sure if we're going to continue to do that, those were some 
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long drives, but it's worth it once you get it there. 
 
Q.  Who's doing the driving? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Me and my girlfriend, Alicia. 
 
Q.  And Russell keeps missing the cut and you keep making the cut, so you can't -- 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yeah, that's right. 
 
Q.  I was just curious on another thing, Brian.  When you won Zurich in '16 I think that 
was, right? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yep. 
 
Q.  And went into the winner's category, did you find yourself looking to see who you 
would get paired with? Does it matter to you? I noticed it didn't seem like you got 
paired with an Adam Scott or a DJ or Phil very much. Was that disappointing? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  It doesn't matter to me too much. Yeah, it's, you know, a little 
disappointing. I've never played with Tiger or Rory, I guess, but played with pretty much 
everybody else, I think. Yeah, you look at the pairings every week and you know if you get 
along with the guy. I mean, I get along with most everybody. There may be a few people that 
you think, oh, man, I don't want to have to play with him, but for the most part it doesn't 
matter. 
 
Q.  On the Zurich win, obviously that put you in a special category getting that first 
win. Getting the second win would be much more exclusive. How much of a burning 
desire do you have, how much does that weigh on your mind? You've made a great 
career for yourself, no question, but how much do you think about that? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  I don't think about it too much. There's definitely a desire to win again, 
but I think for me, I'm just trying to do as well as I can each week and hopefully I get a 
couple more chances to close the deal. But like you said, there's always that desire to get 
back in the winner's circle. 
 
Q.  And more details on this bus. When did you get it? What's it like? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  About a month ago, so about two weeks before Colonial Decided to pull 
the trigger and do it. We've been talking about it for a year or so and decided that now is the 
time to do it if we were going to do it. 
 
It's been a lot of fun so far. Haven't had too many issues, knock on wood, I guess. It's been 
awesome. Like I said, I wish I would have done it a couple years ago probably. 
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Q.  Did you do it specifically with the COVID protocols in mind or you just wanted to 
do it? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  A little of both. I think that the whole COVID thing kind of pushed it over 
the edge. We've been talking about doing it for a while, Russell Knox and his wife, we're 
good friends with them and they've done it for a couple years and they really enjoyed it. We 
just decided that now would be the time to give it a go and it's been great. 
 
Q.  This was my option for a third question, Brian. It's really offbeat and I'm sorry for 
that. What do you consider the most risky thing you've ever done in your life? 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  The most risky thing I've ever done? That's a tough one. I don't know, 
maybe not too much really, I'm not very risky. Rollercoasters? Small airplane? I guess I 
would go with that. 
 
Q.  I guess the reason I'm asking, do you find whatever approach to life or lifestyle 
you have, do you find that carries over to the way you approach golf?   
 
BRIAN STUARD:  That's a good point. That could be. You know, I'm -- I guess I would say a 
pretty conservative person and I guess my golf game would be considered pretty 
conservative. Yeah, that's a good point, I never thought about that, but that's probably true. 
 
Q.  Don't overthink it. Have a good week. 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Okay. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Before we let you go, I'm just curious, more so last year than this year, 
but did you have any other players approach you in advance of the Rocket Mortgage Classic 
and just try and scope out some information of the golf course, especially last year but 
maybe even this year?  
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Yeah, definitely, quite a few asked about it. I think asking about where to 
stay, what the course is like, that kind of thing. I think I heard from a few guys that are 
playing this year for the first time that they've heard nothing but good things. That's what I 
would say about Detroit Golf Club is well. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  All right. We appreciate your time coming in and have a great week this 
week in what is essentially a home tournament. Thanks again. 
 
BRIAN STUARD:  Thank you, appreciate it. Thanks. 
 


