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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 30, 2020 
 
NATE LASHLEY 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll go ahead and get started here with Nate Lashley, our defending 
champion at the Rocket Mortgage Classic.  Nate won the inaugural Rocket Mortgage 
Classic in wire-to-wire fashion.  Nate, if we can just get an opening comment on your return 
to Detroit Golf Club. 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I'm excited to be back.  It's a little different, you know, not having fans 
here and everything that's going on.  It's definitely different than what we would be used to, 
especially there last year.  But excited to be back here in Detroit at Detroit Golf Club and get 
out and play golf this week and hopefully play well.  
 
JACK RYAN:  You mentioned it will be different without the fans and stuff here with you.  
Can you talk about just the positive memories of being back here and being in the city of 
Detroit?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, the fans were great, they had a great showing last year.  Final 
round was, I mean, it was a lot of fun.  It was a little bit of a blur for me, trying to get a first 
PGA TOUR win, it's a grind for sure, but the fans were great.  I had a wonderful time and it's 
something I'll never forget, last year in Detroit, that's one thing. 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll take some questions now from the media that we have. 
 
Q.  Nate, there has been talk, since you posted 26 under last year, that they are going 
to toughen up the golf course.  Have they toughened up the golf course? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I don't know, to be honest with you.  I just got in last night.  I just got out 
here to the course.  I'm going to go out and play nine holes today and either nine or 18 
tomorrow.  So I'm not exactly sure what they've all done.  I've heard the rough is long, but 
that's really the only thing I've heard so far, which is fine.  This course, you know, it should 
be kind of a premium on hitting the fairways, so if the rough is a penalty this week, that's 
probably the way it should be. 
 
Q.  Two quick questions for you.  You were originally I think in the field for Travelers 
and then decided not to play.  Was that strictly because of kind of a big week this 
week or what? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, a little bit.  I had just committed -- a lot of guys, they commit to 
events, you're not exactly sure what your schedule's going to be, and then when the two 
events back to back in Columbus came about, I just figured I'm going to just take the week 
off before Detroit here and then play the two in Columbus since they're close and that will be 
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easy access.  So I just decided to take last week off, yeah. 
 
Q.  And secondly, if you look back to Colonial and then Harbour Town, can you give 
an idea of what life was like on the road as a PGA TOUR professional in terms of 
getting done with your round, how basically your -- I don't want to say your nightlife 
and make it sound like you're hitting the bars every night, but in terms of going to 
dinner with friends and things like that, what it was like, what it's like now, and does 
that wear on you? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I don't know, I wouldn't say it wears on you.  It's definitely different.  Most 
of the time you're just picking food up or cooking at your house or something like that, 
wherever you're staying.  You're just trying to be careful, not being in real gathered areas.  If 
you do go to a restaurant, just keep your distance from people.  It's definitely different, it's 
definitely different traveling, checking in to hotels coming in, you're always wearing a mask, 
stuff like that.  It's definitely a different scene, but it's just something we have to do right now. 
 
Q.  Is it lonelier now than it was?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I mean, it's definitely lonelier out on the golf course.  First two events, in 
Hilton Head there were a few people standing in their backyards that were watching, a 
random clap here or there.  It's definitely a little bit lonely out on the golf course.  You know, 
it will be great when fans come back because that's what makes it fun for us, is getting those 
nice cheers and stuff when you hit good shots.  So I'm looking forward to the fans coming 
back, for sure. 
 
Q.  My question is going back to the golf course.  How familiar are you with Donald 
Ross designs and how do you find Detroit Golf Club? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  How do I define, is that what you said? 
 
Q.  How do you find it? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  How do I find it as far as -- well, obviously from last year, the course, I 
love the course.  Obviously Donald Ross courses are usually more of your traditional course, 
a lot of tree lined, greens can have a lot of undulation and slope.  But, you know, the course 
here I love.  Obviously, I played great.  It was one of those weeks that just, you know, 
nothing could go wrong even on bad shots.  Like I said, I wasn't in a whole lot of trouble and 
always had a shot.  It's just, you know, when you play like that on a course, you're always 
going to have great memories of it.  So I'm really looking forward to going back out and 
seeing if they made any changes.  Just looking forward to this week. 
 
Q.  Nate, good to see you.  I'm just curious, you haven't been out on the course yet, 
but last year you guys had basically perfect conditions, there wasn't much wind all 
week, obviously no rain, just great conditions.  If it gets windy, how much -- really 
windy, how much more difficult can this course play? 
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NATE LASHLEY:  Well, I mean, yeah, wind is obviously always a huge factor on any golf 
course.  Here, you know, with it being tree lined and really that's the trouble, if you can keep 
it in the fairways here, you can really score because you're going to have a lot of wedges, 
shorter irons into greens.  If you hit fairways, you can score, but if the wind picks up, you 
miss fairways, you hit it in some bunkers or tall grass or some tree trouble, that's when you 
can make some bogeys in a hurry.  So yeah, wind will be key, for sure. 
 
Q.  I know I talked to you back in November when you were in Detroit and all this stuff 
was not going on, but since the shutdown, how much did you keep an eye on the 
schedule and if Detroit was going to remain on the schedule and how important was 
that for you? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, I mean, we were kind of unknowing about the schedule, what was 
going to happen obviously there for a month or two.  It was nice to see that they rescheduled 
Detroit.  It's great to be back here.  Obviously great memories of this golf course, so I'm 
looking forward to getting to go back out and play. 
 
But it's different, yeah, the schedule is so much different than it normally is.  It's just 
something that we're, you know, learning to deal with and taking it one week at a time.  But 
it's also nice to be able to go out and play because a lot of the professional sports haven't 
even started back up yet, so it's nice for us. 
 
Q.  Nate, when's the last time you defended a title and what is the feeling?  Is there 
any different feeling this week? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Well, the last time would have been I won on the Korn Ferry Tour at 
Puntacana, and then the next year I was on the PGA TOUR but that event had changed and 
went to a PGA TOUR event in Dominican, so that was kind of my last defense. 
 
You know, I remember going into it wanting to play really well, probably putting a little bit too 
much pressure on myself, so that's something this week that I'm just trying to go out and 
play and not think about last year.  Kind of like I did that final round I feel like, take it one 
shot at a time, try to focus in and see how it goes and what happens, what happens, I guess.  
I'm hoping to have a great week, but you never know. 
 
Q.  So, I know you talked about, you know, not having the fans here, but as a 
defending champion, you were such a popular, you know, personality, everybody got 
to know you, they loved your story.  Nate, everyone was cheering your name last 
year.  How much will you miss having that opportunity to connect with fans that way 
in Detroit?  It just really seemed to embrace you.  But is it also possibly a distraction, 
too, that you get to avoid by not having too much attention on you? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Yeah, it can, it can work both ways.  Definitely, obviously I was looking 
forward to coming back here.  You get to defend a tournament you won, and the way the 
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fans were so great, like you said, the fans were so great to me last year, I was really looking 
forward to coming back and interacting with the fans.  It's not going to happen this year, but 
hopefully next year everything will be back to normal and hopefully play well this year and 
still next year I get some nice ovations.  But like I said, it's different.  It's disappointing that 
the fans aren't going to be out there, but we're still looking forward to playing and, you know, 
hopefully giving people some entertainment on TV. 
 
Q.  As a quick followup, you've played a couple tournaments since the restart.  Have 
you adjusted to how different it is during COVID with all the changes?  Are there any 
pluses?  What are the big minuses maybe playing during COVID?  
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I mean, you know, really the big changes are you're just trying to keep 
your distance from other players and caddies and stay separate.  Other than that, though, 
you're on the golf course and there's no spectators out there, so you're not having to, you 
know, move around that and keep your distance from them. 
 
They've made it pretty nice for us, pretty easy for us to deal with it and get used to it, I 
guess.  What I would say is the PGA TOUR's done a great job of implementing all these 
great strategies for us to stay safe and everybody's doing their best to do it.  Obviously 
there's a few players to get it, but that's going to happen.  Hopefully we stay safe this week 
and everybody has a good week. 
 
Q.  Nate, what has been the biggest perk of being a winner on the PGA TOUR other 
than the big paycheck you got? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Probably the job security and then getting into any tournament I can play, 
make any schedule pretty much that you want outside of a couple majors and some World 
Golf Championships.  But having the job security, getting to play in whatever tournaments 
you want, it's a big perk. 
 
Q.  Just wanted to know, what did you do -- where's the trophy, where do you keep 
the trophy? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  It's at my house, yeah. 
 
Q.  There an office, bedroom, front -- 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  There's a room in the house, I had bought a house last year and it's kind 
of a room I set up as a little gym and it had -- actually, it had a lot of built-in shelving, so it 
worked out great.  I put some stuff on the shelving and it works great for a little gym, home 
gym for me.  
 
Q.  And I see you've got the Rocket Mortgage on your shirt.  How did that relationship 
come about? 
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NATE LASHLEY:  I just kept grinding on Casey and telling him that I wanted to put the logo 
on me and he finally gave in to me.  Rocket Mortgage has been so awesome to me from last 
year getting to go do the Thanksgiving Day parade and all the other perks and factors that 
they've -- you know, has come with me winning the Rocket Mortgage Classic last year.  I 
couldn't ask for a better sponsor.  I'm really happy that this was a tournament that I won and 
Rocket Mortgage has been great to me. 
 
Q.  I didn't know about the Thanksgiving Day parade.  Can you give a little color about 
that? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  You know, they just asked me, they had a float in the parade 
Thanksgiving Day and they asked me to come out and ride on it.  I hit some little foam golf 
balls out into the stands and into the groups of people.  It was a lot of fun.  It was a little 
chilly.  I'm used to Arizona and Thanksgiving Day, nice and warm, you can go play some 
golf.  It was a little chilly and it was great.  I had a lot of fun and I would do it again in a 
heartbeat. 
 
Q.  Nate, when you won last year and then your category moved up in terms of 
groupings for tee times and everything, was that kind of cool to you?  And do you 
care or look closely when the draw sheet comes out every week?  Does it matter to 
you? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I mean, I wouldn't say it matters all that much to me, no.  Obviously you 
always see who your pairings are and it's a lot of fun to get paired with -- just a couple 
weeks ago I got paired with Bubba Watson and Jason Day.  I had a great time, those two 
are a lot of fun to play with.  It's guys you've been watching over the years that have been on 
the PGA TOUR for numerous years; Jason Day, former world No. 1, and Bubba's won the 
Masters a couple times.  It was great to see a pairing like that, it was a lot of fun.  It was nice 
to get those pairings, for sure. 
 
Q.  Did they have fun? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I hope so.  I think everybody had a little fun.  Bubba made the cut, but 
Jason and I missed the cut.  We were kind of grinding a little bit, everybody was grinding a 
little bit, but yeah, we all had a good time. 
 
Q.  Does it mean anything to you to be in the featured pairing this week?  Is that your 
first one? 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  I think last year after I had won I was paired with Phil and Tony.  You 
know, it's great, it's great exposure for me, for my sponsors.  I'm looking forward to I get to 
play with Fowler and Webb.  I'm looking forward to it this week and I'm just going to go out 
and try to have a good time and have some fun out there. 
 
Q.  Is it more meaningful to you or your sponsors? 
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NATE LASHLEY:  Well, probably both.  It's great to have a pairing like that.  It will be a lot of 
fun.  Like I said, I'm really looking forward to it, but it's meaningful to me, for sure, yeah.  
 
JACK RYAN:  Nate, we appreciate the time. 
 
NATE LASHLEY:  Thanks. 
 


