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WOMEN’S GAME 7 
March 11, 2020 
 
Eastern Michigan - 64 
Ball State - 63 
 
 
KEN MATHER:  We're going to go ahead and let Head Coach Brady Sallee start with an 
opening statement and then we'll take questions from our student-athletes, Sydney Freeman 
and also Oshlynn Brown. 
 
COACH BRADY SALLEE:  Yeah, I guess this is the part where everybody says that's what 
tournament basketball's supposed to look like.  We knew it was going to be this kind of a 
game, one possession game back and forth, tough, physical, and it was exactly what we 
knew. 
 
Came down to them probably making one more play than we did, nothing more, nothing 
less.  Awfully proud of my group and the fighting, heart we played with.  We've had a heck of 
a year and hopefully Monday night we find out we get to keep playing again.  
 
Q.  For our student-athletes, obviously the defeat is tough, but when you take a look 
at down the stretch, specifically the defense you played holding Eastern Michigan 
scoreless in the last four-plus minutes to give you a chance at the end to be in a 
position to win the game, talk about the defensive effort down the stretch.  
 
OSHLYNN BROWN:  I felt like it was very important down the stretch; four minutes in we 
knew we had to lock up, make sure that they didn't get 3-point shots, know who the shooters 
was and make sure they didn't get the offensive rebound.   
 
Q.  And specifically for you, Oshlynn, in the one sequence you tipped the ball away, 
almost had a breakaway, and then later on had the key block right near the rim.  Talk 
about the intensity that you brought defensively. 
 
OSHLYNN BROWN:  I knew I had to up my energy on the defensive end and when I took 
that, I thought it was mine but, you know, things happen.  
 
Q.  Sydney, for you, obviously your first performance here on the court as a 
freshman.  Just talk about how you feel your performance was today in your first 
postseason tournament action.   
 
SYDNEY FREEMAN:  Even though we got the loss, it was a fun experience to be here.  It 
was a fun game to play and both teams fought till the end, we just didn't get the outcome we 
want. 
 
Q.  Syd, as a freshman and your first time doing this, they say there's an innocence to 
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not knowing and you just walk out on the court and bang the first three that you get a 
look at.  What did you think coming into this?  You play on a neutral site, you play in 
an NBA arena.  What kind of atmosphere were you expecting? 
 
SYDNEY FREEMAN:  I just told myself to treat it like any other game, not to get too high 
strung about it so I would just play the same as the other games. 
 
Q.  This goes to Sydney or Osh.  You guys improved a ton compared to last season.  I 
know you guys didn't get the outcome you wanted, but can you kind of elaborate at 
what made this team so special?   
 
OSHLYNN BROWN:  I felt like what made this team so special is how we played connected, 
how we knew what Sydney was best at, how everybody knew what I was best at, getting the 
ball in our hands and then defensively stopping them in the rebound. 
 
Q.  And with this game, Combs, she had I believe 23 points.  Can you kind of talk 
about what made her so tough to guard?   
 
OSHLYNN BROWN:  I probably would have to say ability to drive to the hole and 
not -- sometimes not having that help there when she's at the hole and not taking that 
charge that we needed.  
 
Q.  For Sydney, these two teams so close, regular season you guys split each win on 
your home court.  This game, one point separated you each of the first few quarters, 
obviously came down to the wire.  Did you expect this type of game coming into this 
contest, and obviously would you carry it out throughout the entirety. 
 
SYDNEY FREEMAN:  Yeah, Coach Brady told us that it was going to be a dogfight, which it 
was, but we knew that coming in.  The past two games have been the same, so we just had 
to treat it the same mentality. 
 
Q.  You guys have been in so many of these this year and you've pulled out so many 
of them.  Did you think coming down the stretch in the last couple minutes, did you 
get that feel like it's coming, we've been here before, and then where was just the 
disconnect that didn't get you over the hump today?  
 
OSHLYNN BROWN:  I feel like, yeah, just from last game, Western Michigan when me and 
Syd was actually in that position where it was tied and she ended up missing a layup and I 
put it back up with a rebound and got an and-1.   
 
The disconnect, I don't know.  You got something?   
 
SYDNEY FREEMAN:  (Shakes head.) 
 
Q.  Osh, we spoke the other day, you said not being here last year left such a bitter 
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taste in your mouth and I know it just happened, but emotion coming off the court, 
like does it run through your mind?  I know you said that's never happening again last 
year.  As you're walking off, do you think to yourself, all right, let this soak in, reset 
and reboot, this is never happening again, this is my fuel for the next 365?   
 
OSHLYNN BROWN:  Most definitely.  Freshman year coming in, I didn't know what to 
expect and coming out, losing that time, I was sad.  I didn't know how to handle it at first, but 
having past experience and going through it again, I feel like I know how to handle it and 
know I just have to reset my mind.  
 
KEN MATHER:  Ladies, we'll let you get back to the locker room with your teammates.  
Thank you for your time.  We'll continue with Coach Sallee for a few more questions.  Thank 
you. 
 
Q.  Coach, the tightness of this game throughout, obviously the season series being 
split, you kind of knew this was going to come down to the last possession, last shot, 
didn't you? 
 
COACH BRADY SALLEE:  I mean, I could have written the script, I could have almost told 
you exactly what the score was going to be.  You would have had to flip a coin on who had 
the lead going down the stretch and that's the way it's been.   
 
I mean, that team's 500, right?  Like this league is stupid how good it is if that team's 500.  I 
mean, c'mon.  You know, there's a lot of leagues out there when you get a team that is a 
game under 500, you're like okay, that's good.  Not with Eastern.  So Fred's got some dogs 
over there and they play -- in league play it's always a tale of matchups and you never -- you 
can never really put your thumb on which matchup makes a whole lot of sense, you know.  It 
just seems like Eastern and us have that game where it's just going to be a slugfest.   
 
There's parts of me that feel like I could be Coach Neu's defensive coordinator next fall 
because I had to call defenses on third down and 8 and we had to try to keep them from 
getting across that goal line and that's the way the game felt.  It just felt like an absolute 
slugfest.  Our kids aren't going to back down from that kind of thing, we're fine in that.  We've 
won a lot of games, like you said.  Tonight that ball didn't bounce our way. 
 
Q.  Not to speak positively or negatively of any teams you've coached in the past, but 
I feel like this team in particular you really enjoyed coaching. 
 
COACH BRADY SALLEE:  Um-hmm. 
 
Q.  Do you walk away from today, does it hurt more because like this is something 
you've wanted for this group because of how they came together and how much fun 
they were? 
 
COACH BRADY SALLEE:  Yeah.  I mean, you know, you're using the past tense of "enjoy" 
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and I still think there's some basketball left in us.  So, you know, I'm going to keep coaching 
them, but this has been -- this has been a fun group and not because they made it easy or 
not because, you know, of anything other than like they just loved each other and trusted 
each other and they built it.  It wasn't something that they faked.   
 
They built it.  They really believe in each other and I think the belief in each other led to self 
belief and now all of a sudden you see us out there finishing second in this league and 
winning so many close games and winning 21 -- I can just go down the list.  And that wasn't 
necessarily built from, you know, just an abundance of talent up and down the roster.  We've 
got plenty of it, but the difference between us and what we did over the entire season, it 
came down to what went on in the locker room and the way that those guys -- Osh used a 
great word and we use it a lot, but those guys connected and they played that way.   
 
You could see late in that game we were down I think 5 and there was just a steely resolve 
to what we were doing.  All of a sudden we held them scoreless down the stretch and we 
gave ourselves a chance to win.   
 
So I don't think there's anybody out there that didn't believe we were going to make that last 
shot.  I've told a lot of people, I trust this team and I trust the players on it.  Down at the end 
we tried to space the floor, put the ball in the right person's hands and trust them.  That's 
why I didn't call a timeout at the end when we didn't get exactly what we wanted because we 
had the ball in Syd's hands and I felt pretty good about it. 
 
But that's what this team is to me.  It's been a special group and in a way they've kind of 
breathed a little bit of fresh air into me again.  Last year was tough.  I didn't think it was 
necessarily the end of the world kind of tough, but it was tough nonetheless.  For this group 
to just so easily buy into each other and love on each other and trust on each other, man, 
that just made it a blast every day.  I enjoyed being around them. 
 
Q.  Earlier in the season, I believe after the Western Michigan game, you said you 
really like these players as people.  Can you kind of elaborate on why? 
 
COACH BRADY SALLEE:  Well, it's just they're a good bunch, you know.  You've got not 
only the players, but we've got great families.  It's just everything about them, their character, 
what they're about, who they are.  They've got great senses of humor.  Believe it or not, I 
can be a little bit of a smart alec at times -- everybody, don't fall down -- and they give it right 
back.  You love that as a coach to have that kind of relationship with your players.  They pop 
in the office and we don't even talk about basketball, it's just -- so that part of why it's been 
really enjoyable. 
 
The other thing that I like about this group is they've got a really great ability to flip the page 
and just move on.  So when you have a tough loss or a great win, just come in the film room 
the next day and we talk about it, we learn from it, flip the page and we're on to the next one.  
They just really had a great ability do that and we'll have to figure out a way to do it again. 
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Q.  Can you comment on two elements.  One, the defensive stretch down the final 
four-plus minutes of holding Eastern scoreless and ultimately the last possession.  
 
COACH BRADY SALLEE:  Yeah.  So the defensive part of it, it's who we've been.  So 
down the stretch there it was, okay guys, we've been here, we've done it, we know exactly 
what we have to do, we know how we have to get stops.   
 
I thought there for a while when they went on their run, we started getting spread out with 
them and they were going one on one.  If you look at the last four minutes, all of a sudden 
our help was back, we were trusting each other, we were doing what we had done to win 21 
games in the first place.  That's kind of what it came down to there a little bit. 
 
That part of it was really good.  We had to get one more rebound.  But we still, you know, we 
got that next stop.  We advanced the ball and we ran a little ball screen rescreen action and I 
thought we came off of it and had a pretty good look, but again, you just trust your players.  
Syd saw something else and she's made those plays all year.  We ended up with the ball in 
Osh's hands, which you've got to feel good about.  She went up and they locked it maybe 
and it went out of bounds, we got it back.  I thought we had the right play drawn up there 
with point 3, we knew exactly what we had to do.  You just give Eastern credit for deflecting 
it and the game was over. 
 
Again, it comes down to point 3, they make the play, we don't and that's what this game's 
been all year. 
  


