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WOMEN’S GAME 5 
March 11, 2020 
 
Toledo - 78 
Central Michigan - 71 
 
 
KEN MATHER:  We'll let Head Coach Cullop open with an opening statement and then we'll 
take questions from our student-athletes.  
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  I'm extremely proud of our team.  We've been through a lot with 
some injuries and obstacles in the middle of the season and I feel like we were starting to 
catch our stride and play some of our best basketball at the end.  I was really hoping that we 
could catch some momentum and kind of ride that wave here at the end and that's kind of 
come to fruition.  I think we had to play a great game today in order to win because I have so 
much respect for Heather and her program.  They've had an incredible season and I know 
they're not done, but we knew we had to have a great effort to beat them.  Micaela Kelly, 
Molly Davis, you could go on and on with her team, they've got a lot of good pieces.   
 
But I thought our kids really played well today defensively to limit some of the things they 
wanted to do in order to win.  I just, I loved the effort.   
 
But I think one thing stands true with this team:  When you love one another, you play harder 
for one another and this team really, really cares deeply about each other and they didn't 
want to let each other down. 
 
KEN MATHER:  Questions for our student-athletes? 
 
Q.  For either one of you, you got that win against Central about a week ago.  How did 
that happen and is there something about the matchups specifically that you just 
think you guys match up well against? 
 
NAKIAH BLACK:  I don't think it's so much of a matchup because like Coach said, they 
have great players and great coaches.  I just think it's about the want.  We want it for the 
girls that are next to us.  It's a bigger why, it's a bigger reason, so you come out and you give 
everything that you have and you make sure that you leave it all on the floor every night. 
 
Q.  For both ladies, that third quarter 20-5 outscoring.  What happened during that 
third quarter?  What was said during halftime?  
 
TANAYA BEACHAM:  Like Nakiah said, we wanted it.  We wasn't satisfied with the first 
half, so in the second half we had to come in hungrier and I feel like our team most definitely 
wanted the game. 
 
Q.  And about the third quarter? 
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NAKIAH BLACK:  We knew that we had to come out and execute, running the plays, 
executing on defense, getting the one more.  For us, we're an energy team so just making 
sure that we're sharing the ball with each other and giving that energy from yourself to the 
next man we know is going to be contagious.  
 
Q.  With that 10-point lead early in the fourth, two quick 3-pointers by Central 
Michigan.  Was there an element of, okay, we still have this?  What was the response 
after that with the start they had early in that fourth quarter?  
 
TANAYA BEACHAM:  We didn't let their 3s intimidate us at all, we definitely kept our 
composure, kept each other in high spirits and we knew that as long as we had each other's 
back and we kept executing and getting stops, we were good. 
 
Q.  Usually when this kind of game happens, the team that is the underdog like yours 
gets a big push from its fans and we all know that UT pretty well to these 
tournaments.  For all three of you, how different was it?  You mentioned generating 
energy.  How difficult was it to generate energy and forward momentum today without 
the thousand or so people behind you, and did you notice, was it weird?  What kind of 
adjective would you apply to the experience today? 
 
NAKIAH BLACK:  It wasn't weird at all.  Yes, we're used to like a lot bigger roar, but the 
fans that we did have here, the family that we had here, they gave us their all, and even 
though it wasn't so many people, you could still feel their energy from behind the bench.  
You know, it's just about who's on the floor with you when it comes down to it, and I know 
that I wouldn't rather be doing it with any other girls and I know that they feel the same way 
about me, so I never have to doubt it when I step on the floor. 
 
TANAYA BEACHAM:  Same, it's me and my sisters versus the world.  As long as I've got 
the five I'm on the floor with, I'm good. 
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  You know, I think our bench and the fans that we did have 
made up for the people that couldn't be here and I think we all know that there's people at 
home that were probably yelling at the TV giving us everything they could even though we 
couldn't hear them. 
 
I will say this, I know the decision our commissioner had to make wasn't an easy one, but I 
know that he did it in the best interest of all of us.  There's people that have this, there's not 
even a kit to test them, so they say go home and be quarantined.  I don't want anybody here 
to get it.  If he has to take some precautions to protect all of us, and even though it's difficult, 
we have to do sometimes difficult decisions to save everyone.  I think even though it's a 
cautious thing, we fully support him and we fully support the decisions that are being made 
on our campus right now.  This is a different world right now and we've all got to make some 
concessions to keep everybody save. 
 



3 
                                                                    TeeScripts.com 

Q.  Nakiah, that third-quarter run, it happened so fast and you made up so much 
ground.  What is it like just being in the midst of that on the court and having that 
spurt like that? 
 
NAKIAH BLACK:  We never worry about the spurt.  I feel like that's -- it's such a commonly 
used basketball term, but it's always a feel for us.  I said it before, we're a feel and energy 
type of team.  We look up there and we never worry about how much we're up or down.  We 
looked up one time and we were like, man, we're up 9, because we're just playing 
basketball, we're just having fun with each other.  It all comes down to that.  It wasn't -- for 
me it wasn't a spurt, it was the fun. 
 
Q.  Nakiah, I notice you're in a walking boot.  Is that an old injury, is it a new injury?  
How has that been limiting what you've been able to do? 
 
NAKIAH BLACK:  No limitations at all, it's just taking precautions, nothing serious.  We're 
here to ball. 
 
KEN MATHER:  We will let you both head back to the locker room, thank you for your time.  
We'll continue now with more questions for Coach Cullop.  
 
Q.  I'm sitting directly across from you -- 
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  Did you get all my play calls? 
 
Q.  Coach, I could hear you whispering.  I think it was just maybe a hot angle, but I'm 
dead serious about this, Coach, you want to be vocal and demonstrative and involved 
in games, you have to be careful when even your whispers can be heard. 
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  Yeah, because you've got coaches sitting on the other side 
you're going to play in a couple days that are listening to all your play calls. 
 
I'll be honest, I don't get too caught up in that.  You've just got to win the day and people still 
have to guard it even if they hear it.  I don't care if they heard strategy.  I think the most 
important thing is we just keep finding ways to win.  We try not to worry about any of that.  I 
think we could get caught up in a lot of things.  This season we could have got caught up in 
the fact we lost Erin Whittaker, Barnes.  Nakiah has come back from a shoulder injury that 
was very difficult and she had a tough time shooting for about two weeks, maybe two and a 
half weeks.  This team has never worried about that stuff, they just have stuck together, and 
that's so important because now we have an opportunity to play for something pretty special 
and we want to keep doing that. 
 
Q.  Did you make any kind of adjustment at halftime on Bussell?  I know she had 21 in 
the first.  
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  Honestly, what I said to our team was if Bussell's the leading 
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scorer today, that's fine because we can match 2s, but I didn't know if we could shoot 3s and 
hit as many 3s as they were going to hit.  You do the math, 3s add up a lot faster.  I thought 
for most of the game we kept their 3s at bay.  They hit a lot of their 3s late when they were 
taking some quick shots and I was disappointed we didn't get out and force them to take a 2, 
but I really was okay with that.  What we didn't want to have was Molly Davis get hot, Kelly 
get hot from behind the 3-point line, those kids are very potent shooters, so is Maddy 
Watters, you see she was 2-9.  When you look at, they still hit 10 but some of those came 
really late. 
 
Going back to the question that was asked earlier about the third quarter, our defense, we 
held them to 5; an extremely talented offensive team to 5 in the third quarter.  That was a 
critical stretch for us.   
 
The other critical stretch was the first half, Mariella Santucci only playing about five minutes 
and some change and other kids stepping up.  I thought last night on the bus on the way 
here from Akron, or what was it, two nights ago?  Sorry, I'm all confused now.  But two 
nights ago the one thing I said to our kids was when we went on a run to win this 
tournament, a different player stepped up every night.  I thought that Sophia Ward stepped 
up today in her absence and played really well.  I thought that Sara Rokkanen stepped up 
and hit some big shots and she did that at Akron as well.  And I also thought that Tatyana 
Davis, her 10 points in the first half helped us not miss Mariella as much, even though we 
still missed her because you look at her stats, seven assists and no turnovers, that's the 
point guard that we're used to having on the floor and I thought our whole team really picked 
up the slack whenever she went out. 
 
Q.  Tricia, you mentioned the adversity your club has faced as far as injuries go, 
people missing games, things like that.  You were on the road Monday.  You're also 
the only league team without a postseason player honoree.  How are you in the final 
four of the league? 
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  I don't think you have to have an all-league player to have an 
all-league team.  The year that we won the tournament there wasn't one of my players that 
season named All-MAC Player of the Week, not once.  And guess what happened this year, 
not again.   
 
I really don't think it's about that.  I also think it speaks to the talent in the league.  I'm not 
mad about it.  There were nights Mariella Santucci had a 30-point performance and 
somebody else probably had a 35 that week.  It's not about that.  I think what it's about is not 
having a team that's not caught up in that that really, really wants to play hard for each other 
and they play well for each other.   
 
We had kids like Quinesha Lockett, who I was really hoping would make the All-Defensive 
Team.  I mean, you saw what a good defender she is today, but that speaks to how much 
talent there is in the league.  There's a lot of good defenders in the league, there's a lot of 
good scorers.  It's almost disappointing that we don't have more spots for all-conference 
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because there's some players who were left off those lists who were very, very talented. 
 
Q.  Tricia, what was your first response when you found out last night that the MAC 
was closing off the tournament to the general public and have you ever played in an 
environment like this before? 
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  Well, I think all of us kind of saw this coming.  A few games ago 
we had Senior Night and Mariella Santucci's family was on their way from Italy.  They landed 
in Chicago and we had a campus policy that anyone that was coming from a level 3 country, 
which just kind of got -- everything kind of moved really fast during that week, it was too late 
for them.  They were already on the route when we found out, they landed in Chicago and 
couldn't come for Senior Night, so I think that was a hint of what was to come. 
 
That was a very difficult time because here's a kid that her parents have never seen her play 
at Toledo, only in Italy.  And thank goodness we took our team there so they could enjoy 
that.  But that was one of the most difficult Senior Nights I've ever been a part of because if 
anybody deserved to have their family there it was her, she's given so much to our program.  
But I think our kids rallied around her.  I told this to our local press, but I think -- I know you 
probably heard it, but I think the thing that speaks of Mariella's character, she said, "Well, if 
my parents can't walk me out, can my team walk me out?"  I've never had a kid that had the 
whole team walk them out for Senior Night and it kind of gave me chills because that really 
was a display of how close this team is. 
 
Q.  You talked about a different player stepping up every game.  This game, the 
balanced scoring you had with five different -- I believe five different players in double 
figures, talk about that balanced scoring you had throughout this game to lead you to 
this victory.  
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  I think they're very unselfish.  When somebody was covered, 
let's say Beacham did a pretty nice job inside and if they doubled down on her defensively, 
you know, they left Sara Rokkanen wide open in the corner, she hit some big shots.  I 
thought that they were in the paint and gave Nakiah some easy looks, but Mariella Santucci 
also made some wonderful decisions.   
 
I think this team's unselfish attitude about everything has just been a joy to coach and I'm 
glad to see them enjoying some benefits of just everything they've worked so hard for all 
season long.  We've had some very disappointing losses, but I do think we've learned a lot 
from it and I hope that we can continue to put that together.  You know, our next opponent 
will be someone we haven't beaten this season no matter who wins in this next game.  So 
we need to really quickly learn how to fix some things that we made some mistakes in in 
some of those games so that we have an opportunity to win in a couple days.  
 
KEN MATHER:  Thank you for your time, congratulations.  
 
COACH TRICIA CULLOP:  Thank you. 


