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WOMEN’S GAME 5 
March 11, 2020 
 
Toledo - 78 
Central Michigan - 71 
 
 
KEN MATHER:  We're going to go ahead and let Central Michigan Head Coach Heather 
Oesterle start with an opening statement and then we'll take questions for Gabby Bird and 
Kyra Bussell.  
 
COACH HEATHER OESTERLE:  Yeah, I just thought that was a tough game for us.  I give 
a lot of credit to Toledo, I thought their physical play really bothered us from the start.   
 
You know, we went on a run in the first half, then they went on that run in the second, but 
they had players step up and hit big shots for them, especially their seniors.  No. 1 hit two 
big 3s that sparked their run.   
 
But I just, I'm really hopeful that the NCAA committee will give us a chance to keep playing 
because of our body of work this year.  Coming into this game we were 19th RPI and at one 
point in the season we had won 23 of 24 and wrapped up the MAC Championship in 15 
games, 15-0.  So I think we've done the work to get an opportunity, plus our reputation in the 
tournament and I'm hoping that we get a chance to keep playing whether it's in that 
tournament or in NIT.  
 
KEN MATHER:  Questions for our student-athletes? 
 
Q.  For Gabby, taking a look back at your career, what does your five years here at 
Central Michigan mean to you and what does this team specifically mean to you? 
 
GABRIELLE BIRD:  Yeah, looking back, Central Michigan means everything to me.  It's 
where I just learned everything of who I am today.  Each team has a special place in my 
heart, each team holds like a different dynamic.  This year I'll miss a lot of the players 
because I've been with this group of people the longest and they're all great ladies and 
they'll do great things next year, but this year we hope not to be done yet. 
 
Q.  Kyra, you had 21 points at halftime.  What did they do against you in the third 
quarter specifically, you in particular and the team in general defensively, how did 
they change and what did you see out there in the third quarter? 
 
KYRA BUSSELL:  Yes, they picked up their intensity, but also I underperformed, I'm going 
to put that on my shoulders, that was my fault.  There were things that I should have been 
doing that I didn't do, could have rebounded more aggressively.  There were small little 
things that could have helped my team out, but overall they just picked up their intensity, 
they really got into it.  They figured something out, I don't know exactly what it was, but they 
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were more aggressive than I was on the boards and that's something that I definitely let me 
teammates down. 
 
Q.  What was it like playing in the atmosphere with so few spectators? 
 
KYRA BUSSELL:  I don't think it makes a difference.  Personally, I play for my teammates, 
that's the only people I really play for.  I don't care if there are spectators there.  Yeah, it's 
cool it's loud.  It was weird that it was quiet, but overall I'm here to play for my teammates, 
I'm here to play for my coaches and represent Central Michigan. 
 
Q.  Early in the fourth quarter two quick 3-pointers kind of gave you some quick 
momentum.  Talk about that early momentum in the fourth, but then ultimately for the 
rest of the quarter.  
 
GABRIELLE BIRD:  Yeah, we got a little bit going in the third -- or in the fourth quarter to try 
to come back after Toledo went on a little bit of a run and ultimately we just -- they went on a 
run and we couldn't catch back up.  So we just have to come together a little better and play 
a little tougher. 
 
Q.  For Coach, this is obviously your first time as head coach in a MAC Tournament.  
What was this experience like for you personally and what can you take away from it 
heading into maybe an NCAA Tournament appearance or even next year's MAC 
Tournament? 
 
COACH HEATHER OESTERLE:  Well, I think with Kyra, you know, I need to do a better job 
getting her the ball in the second half and I thought going forward we're going to have to 
learn how to move the ball side to side.  A lot of times it got stuck in people's hands rather 
than trusting the fact that somebody else can score.  I put that a lot on Molly and Twin to get 
in there and create a little bit and then find our shooters like Gabby and Maddy.  But we'll get 
better from this and yeah, hopefully get a chance to keep playing. 
 
Q.  Gabby, can you talk about, you kind of touched on this a little bit, but you've been 
through this before in this program, there's a lot of hardware that you've been a part 
of, the emotions of coming here and falling in the first game after such an outstanding 
regular season?  Can you talk a little bit about the emotions that you and the team are 
going through right now?   
 
GABRIELLE BIRD:  Yeah, it's a tough loss obviously.  We came in the No. 1 seed, so we 
definitely weren't considering this outcome, we all wanted bigger things.  However, that just 
didn't happen.  We're going to just come out of this game with our heads held high, yeah.  
 
Q.  Heather, what was your first reaction when you found out last night that there 
weren't going to be any fans here at the MAC Tournament? 
 
COACH HEATHER OESTERLE:  Well, I was disappointed when I saw the band and our 
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spirit teams weren't going to be able to be there just because they create a great 
atmosphere.  I thought the few fans that we did have there were loud and at times when we 
were coming back in the fourth, they got going.   
 
But I do think it's a tough environment to play in because we do travel really well and our 
fans are really into it and we had a lot of people that wanted to come down here for the 
game today that weren't able to because they couldn't get on our pass list.  But I don't blame 
our loss on that, but it was a tough environment to play in. 
 
Q.  Do you have any message for the fans that couldn't be with the team today? 
 
COACH HEATHER OESTERLE:  Well, I know they were watching on TV, I'm sure there's a 
group at Hunters, but we just have -- really appreciated all their support this year and I 
believe we have the best fans in the Mid-American Conference and in the country.  Got a lot 
of texts of people that wanted to come down, but we just appreciate them cheering from 
wherever they were. 
 
Q.  Heather, today you touched on how physical Toledo was, particularly on Micaela 
Kelly trying to get to the basket.  Was that as good a defense you think you've seen 
on her this season or did they play that way against her when you lost at Toledo a 
week or so ago? 
 
COACH HEATHER OESTERLE:  Well, this week I've been watching a lot of the 
championship games in other tournaments and I told the team last night, I watched the 
South Dakota-South Dakota State game yesterday and it was really, really physical.  I said, 
you know what, this is tournament time, they let us play a little bit more and we've got to be 
ready for physicality on the rebounds, they're going to bump us, but that cannot get in our 
heads.  I thought it did, and especially with Molly Davis.  But Twin, everybody knows she 
wants to go right but she's got to use some of her countermoves in there.  I do think their 
physical play bothered us, but I don't think that was the reason why Twin struggled to score 
from the floor. 
 
KEN MATHER:  Heather, thank you for your time. 
 
COACH HEATHER OESTERLE:  Thank you. 
 
  


