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WOMEN’S GAME 6 
March 11, 2020 
 
Ohio - 84 
Western Michigan - 75 
 
 
Q.  For both players, you guys know the circumstances surrounding the tournament 
with people not being allowed in the building.  This is two parts.  One, did you guys 
notice that consciously during the course of the game, and two, when there's no one 
in the building and your men's team shows up and gives you some support behind 
the bench, was that a factor in how you guys played in the third quarter?  
 
AMANI BURKE:  I think it was.  I'm glad that we're still allowed to have our family and we 
needed the moral support, so having them there kind of gave us an edge to let us know.  I 
mean, they were loud, so it helped and their energy as well helped.  
 
ERICA JOHNSON:  I think not having fans there and like the band and the cheerleaders 
didn't really affect us, I think we create our own energy.  And then like having the men's 
team there, they were loud the whole game, so I think that definitely gave us some spark, 
but we also just fed off each other's energy, too. 
 
Q.  Amani, you had only three points to half on four shot attempts and second half 
you had 17 points what kind of clicked foul coming out of the locker room?  
 
AMANI BURKE:  I was just in my own head.  And then like at halftime, Coach Bob was 
telling us, "If you didn't play how you wanted to play, come out the second half and change 
it."  I just, you know, did some deep breathing and really just looked to get my teammates 
open, try to just find my shot within that. 
 
Q.  Erica, as you know, Cece had to go to the bench because she picked up a fourth 
foul early in the third.  There's been several times this season that you've sort of had 
to put the offense on your back.  What was going through your mind?  Tight game, 
Cece's on the bench and you have to carry the load?  
 
ERICA JOHNSON:  Just do everything my teammates need me to do.  We've experienced 
that quite a bit during the regular season, she's aggressive, she picks up fouls.  Kind of 
wasn't really pressured, just the same game plan as we always have.  I just knew I needed 
to step up and do what they needed me to do. 
 
Q.  Amani, it was a tight game and in the second half you hit two consecutive 3s.  Talk 
about that moment.    
 
AMANI BURKE:  It was really fun.  We were just talking, I'm just like reminiscing, like those 
moments were so big and it was big for all of us.  It wasn't just my shot, it was just us 
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celebrating together.  That was one of our goals coming into the tournament finishing the 
season was just being more celebratory for each other.  Even if it's a small play, just making 
a big deal out of it.  I just had a lot of confidence and it just helped me throughout the game. 
 
Q.  Erica, there was that moment after the game you guys were all going in the stands, 
the men's team is jokingly bowing down to you.  What was that moment like for you to 
experience that after the game?  
 
ERICA JOHNSON:  They always joke around with me, so I have a good relationship with 
quite a bit of them.  It was fun. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
ERICA JOHNSON:  Yeah, that was cool.  Our home games, a couple of them show up, but 
to have all of them there being engaged and cheering us on, that was great.  We'll try to do 
the same for them. 
 
Q.  Amani, given this is your last go-round in the tournament, does it mean any more?  
Do you have any extra drive than you would have maybe last year because it's your 
last time?  
 
AMANI BURKE:  Absolutely.  I think we had a lot of adversity on this team and just like 
outside of our city and it kind of just shows in our season, but I think we came together at the 
perfect time and we still have games to win and games to play.  There's always stuff that we 
can do better, but I think for me, this is just what can I do to help my team.  Like I said, to go 
out and say I left it all on the floor.  It really means a lot to me.  I know last year it meant a lot 
to me, but this year is just like, this is way different.  I have different relationships with my 
teammates, with my coach, my coaches.  It's just that much better, it's more fun. 
 
Q.  This question's for either of you.  You're playing in an empty arena because of 
public health issues.  How was that explained to you last night that this quick change 
has been made and this preventive measure's become taken?  How was it explained 
to you when the decision came down?  
 
AMANI BURKE:  We were on the bus going to dinner and Coach Bob just basically was 
like, "We're not going to be able to have outside fans other than your family at the game, it's 
going to be kind of quiet," but that's pretty much it.  He didn't really say much.  He just asked 
if we had any questions.  They shut down our campus and we just wanted to know -- there 
was a rumor going around that the NCAA had suspended all the events, but that was like 
false news. 
 
Q.  Amani, Erica, were you guys conscious of the first game today, Central and 
Toledo and the upset there?  And did that affect how you guys wanted to start the 
game knowing your side of the bracket had opened up a little bit?  
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ERICA JOHNSON:  No, I think we came out with the same intensity.  We all watched that 
game, we watched the end of it, a couple of us were watching at the hotel on the way here, 
but I don't think that changed our game plan at all because what good does Central losing 
do if we lose, too.  We have to attack this game with the same intensity.  
 
AMANI BURKE:  I agree.  
 
KEN MATHER:  Questions for Coach? 
 
Q.  Bob, the story that this whole weekend's going to be that unfortunately the public 
health concerns and your players talked about it, how did you broach that news to 
them?  Does it change anything from your perspective of just trying to win three 
games in four days, this whole circumstance with fans not being here? 
 
COACH BOB BOLDON:  No.  I'm grateful that these kids, not only my kids but all these kids 
have a chance to play.  This is something -- the conference tournament being in this arena 
has been special ever since I've come to Ohio and it's been good to us, it's been bad to us, 
but it's always been special and I would hate for kids to miss this opportunity.   
 
I think that certainly people that know a lot more about this situation than I do have to make 
some difficult decisions and the health of everybody should be a priority, but when it's 
healthy and okay to play, we should let kids play.   
 
I'm just grateful that we have a chance, however this shakes out, whether we lose Friday or 
win the whole thing, that we had a chance to play.  I'm very grateful for that.  You heard the 
joy in their voices about this game, right, and that's going to happen four times today for four 
different teams and I'm grateful for that. 
 
Q.  Coach, Amani Burke had 17 points in the second half, how important is it to have 
that type of senior leadership, a very close game at the half? 
 
COACH BOB BOLDON:  Amani's been through it all, she played a lot, this tournament 
hasn't been so kind to her her freshman year.  She gained experience and sometimes for as 
good as Erica and Cece are, that senior leadership and senior experience is very, very 
valuable. 
 
Q.  Obviously Central's kind of been the postseason target for most of the season.  Is 
it a little disappointing you don't get to play them? 
 
COACH BOB BOLDON:  No, no, I'm not at all disappointed.  By the same token, I don't 
think the Toledo game's going to be easy; they just beat the team that was clearly the best 
team in our league.  So it was nonnegotiable, it was the best team in our league this year 
and they just beat them.  We would have tried like heck to beat them if we had that 
opportunity, but I'm not sad that somebody beat us to it. 
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Q.  Amani had a big day because she was a lot more aggressive and Katie Barker also 
was slashing to the basket.  Was there something about Western's defense that made 
you think those two, who are typically 3-point shooters, could have more success in 
the paint? 
 
COACH BOB BOLDON:  I think we did a better job of screening today.  Katie is one of the 
best we've had at reading screens.  She got a couple of hips on some curl cuts largely 
because Amani was setting the screen and I didn't want to leave Amani.  So I think part of 
that was their strategy, part of that was our kids reading screens.  And then I liked Amani's 
aggression today, I thought she did a great job of picking and choosing times when to drive 
the basketball.  That was a little bit more prevalent, I guess a by-product of Cece getting in 
foul trouble because they didn't guard Cece and then they do guard Caitlyn Kroll, so just that 
change in personnel changes the way they guard, opens up space a little bit.  I thought 
Amani did a good job taking advantage of that space. 
 
Q.  In a game in which you basically played without Cece for most of the second half 
due to foul trouble, just watching Erica and Amani take over, can you just kind of 
describe Erica's performance today? 
 
COACH BOB BOLDON:  It was amazing.  We sometimes -- she had 28 and 11 and five 
assists, but we've seen that before.  I think we're a little bit spoiled sometimes by what some 
of our athletes can do and she's certainly one of them.  I thought her control of the game, 
she stayed in control the entire time, had a great feel for the game early when she made her 
3 and just continued throughout the game.  She was spectacular.  I don't even know if that's 
the right word to use.  She shot over 50 percent from the 3-point line, that's incredible.  It 
was an incredible night. 
 
Q.  Bob, this is nothing new for you, but could you speak about what kind of 
advantage -- every team in the league's got a go-to player, someone that's tough to 
guard.  You've got two.  When one gets four fouls, it doesn't matter, you've got the 
other one.  Describe the kind of advantage that gives you, gives your team this year 
and moving forward. 
 
COACH BOB BOLDON:  I think as Erica said earlier, there's just a calmness, there's not a 
sense of panic if in this instance Cierra gets in foul trouble and is going to probably be out of 
the game for a while, there's just -- I alluded to Erica's calmness and her control of the game 
and there's no panic.  And Cece fouled out with however much time left, I'm sure you guys 
know -- yeah, I knew you knew.  Tell me. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
COACH BOB BOLDON:  So you know you're going to get pressed the last two and a half 
minutes, but you also know that you had Amani and Erica and Caitlyn Kroll on the floor to 
handle pressure and move the basketball.  It's comforting.  It's part of the way we're built, the 
way we are is to try to be able to sustain things like that, that we don't rely on -- Erica was 
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spectacular tonight, but Erica doesn't have to be spectacular for us to win on Friday and 
that's kind of the idea behind it. 
 
KEN MATHER:  Thank you, Bob. 
 
COACH BOB BOLDON:  Yep.  Thank you, everyone.  
 
  


