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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
February 16, 2020 
 
MAX HOMA  ( -8) 
 
 
MAX HOMA:  You know, it was a tough day.  The golf course is awesome.  Obviously firmer 
and a little faster, pins were brutal.  Eighteen is always hard, there's not a big area to land 
the golf ball.  I didn't hit a great drive and put myself in a tough spot.  Made a frickin' great 
swing with a 9-iron and just, like I said, if it lands maybe 10 feet shorter, it's pretty good.  
Where it lands it just goes in just a tricky spot, tough lie.  Tried to hit a cute little pitch to 
make it and it wasn't to be.  But played really well.    
 
Q.  Sixteen is such a tough hole visually.  What was that shot like? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, I played it horrible all week, I only hit one good one when it wasn't 
blowing.  I tried to flight an 8-iron, which was the club, but I was trying to take it 30 feet left of 
where it went.  Wind kind of took it right.  I hit it great, it just got up in the air and pushed it 
and you just can't do it.  And it always plugs in the bunker.  Just really, really bad timing to 
hit that golf shot, but I hit a lot of good ones before that and it is what it is. 
 
Q.  How many times have you played Riviera like this over the years? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I've played a few times usually with about, I don't know, 20,000 less people, 
but yeah, National Championship here in 2012 was fairly similar, but this obviously it's a little 
bit different beast on Sunday. 
 
Q.  Max, you've played well lately, but especially on the weekends.  Is there something 
to that?  Is there a mindset you're bringing to the weekend rounds? 
 
MAX HOMA:  I think I'm just playing really good.  Four-day tournament, so you don't have to 
play well on Thursday, Friday.  I've had some great Thursday, Friday rounds, I've also kind 
of played great on Thursday this week with three holes to play and shot 3 over and lost 
three.  So been trying to remind myself it's 72 holes and, if you're leading by 10 and shoot 
95, it's not a very good week.  So trying to remind myself that every hole counts and if I'm 
going to play great on Saturday and Sunday, then that's how it's going to be. 
 
Q.  How big was your contingent this week out here? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Pretty big.  I have a lot of friends -- obviously one lady on 18 that didn't want 
me to make the putt, but yeah, I had a lot of friends, a lot of family, so it was cool.  I love 
playing here, it's my favorite golf course in the world.  Grew up coming to this tournament.  It 
was kind of a pinch-me moment walking up 18 with an outside chance to win knowing that 
I've sat on that hill watching the same thing happen, so it was very cool. 
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Q.  Pin placements today, was that the biggest difference when everybody was having 
some issues? 
 
MAX HOMA:  Yeah, talked about it all week, but you move the pin on five 30 feet each day 
and it goes from a birdie hole to a par hole.  Six is always kind of like that as well.  They 
have similar pins every day, but they move them just slightly and this golf course is so great 
that that matters quite a bit.  Obviously you play the 10th hole and you move that pin eight 
feet to the left and it's actually not a bad pin and where it is today, it's brutal.  It's a great golf 
course.  You can do subtle little changes when it's firm like this and it's going to play really 
difficult. 
 
Q.  Why do you think it's so difficult for like modern architects to come up with 
something like this, or is it just the way the land is and the circumstances? 
 
MAX HOMA:  That's above my pay grade, I'm not sure.  I think they chase probably distance 
in making it longer and miss the beauty of 16 being 160 yards into a prevailing wind.  I don't 
know, maybe that's what it is, I'm not really sure. 
 
Q.  You guys don't play courses like this very often at all? 
 
MAX HOMA:  No.  Obviously firmness helps any golf course.  I thought Pebble last week 
played the way it probably is supposed to.  As much as people say the ball's going too far, I 
believe it's gone maybe -- we don't need to be hitting it this far, but at the same time I think 
11 under is about to win this golf tournament with the best players in the world.  It's just 
firmer and the greens are subtle and I think that makes all the difference. 
 


