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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
February 15, 2020 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( +5) 
 
 
Q.  Tiger, if we can just get you to assess your day for us, please.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, that was a lot of shots.  I hit the ball quite a few times, especially on 
the greens, and it was a long day. 
 
Q.  You've putted well obviously on poa before.  What is it about here that -- 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I don't know, I didn't putt well today at all.  I didn't have a feel for it, I didn't 
see my lines, I couldn't feel my pace and I was just off. 
 
Q.  Positives, so what positive can you take away from today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I'm done.  A new day tomorrow.  That's the way golf is, put it in the 
past and try to learn from what I did right and wrong.  Obviously there wasn't a whole lot I did 
right today, and figure it out for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Tiger, after a day like today, are you glad you're not playing golf next week? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I am. 
 
Q.  Tiger, if we can go into your thought process here, obviously there's (inaudible) 
things to gain for next week for you.  Was it physical, just getting ready for the 
Masters? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, the idea is to peak around Augusta time, yes.  I just felt I wasn't 
going to be ready for next week, a little rundown and playing at altitude as well isn't going to 
help that, so take the week off. 
 
Q.  When you're struggling on the greens like that, is it hard to kind of not let that 
bleed into your ball-striking? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No.  I didn't have a problem focusing or feeling my swings out there, but 
there are times when I'm sure any of us have struggled on the greens and you feel like 
you're not rolling the ball in the hole, kind of jamming it in the hole.  Uphill putts, I was just 
trying to wrap in there, take the lowest line and try to wrap them in there, blown by four, five, 
six feet.  That was a constant theme this entire day. 
 
Q.  Do you feel rundown because of practice last week or because of the two 
obligations this week? 
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TIGER WOODS:  There's a lot this week, but that's one of the things I know going into any 
event I've hosted, there's a lot.  And unfortunately, I've hit a lot of shots, so that kind of adds 
to it, adds to the frustration, I'm sure.  If I would have played probably that back nine on the 
first day a little bit differently, things could have been looking towards -- getting towards 
those guys at the top of the leaderboard. 
 
Q.  Tiger, it's true, though, you have been experimenting, right, with the ball and trying 
to get the other woods in your bag.  Would you have been putting in a lot of time on 
that? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, no, I haven't tested any 3-woods or 5-woods (inaudible) driver in play 
and this is a new ball, so yes I am still kind of working that out, but overall it's good. 
 
Q.  Kuch has led the last couple of days and he's still leading now.  You've won wire 
to wire a handful of times in your career.  Can you talk about the dynamic, 
psychological dynamic and how difficult that is, or maybe it's easy for some guys, I 
don't know? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Winning wire to wire's not easy because obviously there's stress of 
sleeping on the lead.  I think it's a lot more stressful when you have to get (inaudible) we get 
re-paired every day, that was always stressful because you're in the final group with the 
leaders, but if you're later you can kind of sleep on it.  But you've got to get there first and 
Kuch is doing it.  He's put it on us this week, he's hit the ball well.  I've seen the highlights, 
made a lot of putts, made a lot of long ones.  The long ones he's made are all uphill so he's 
hitting it in the right spots. 
 
Q.  What's the difference between the poa here and Torrey?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, they're less bumpy here than Torrey, for sure.  Well, the South 
Course.  The North Course is pure now, until the poa takes over. 
 
Q.  Since WGC is off the table now for sure, potentially, not necessarily for sure, but 
what would be the next tournament that potentially could be on your radar? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  You know, that's the fun part of trying to figure this whole 
comeback -- how much do I play, when do I play, do I listen to the body or do I fight through 
it?  There are some things I can push and some things I can't.  And so I had a theory this 
year that I may play about the same amount.  What did I play, 12 times last year, and so 
that's kind of my number for the year.  I (inaudible) play a lot more than that just because of 
the physical toll and I want to stay out here for just a little bit longer. 
 
Q.  Physically, did you feel okay this week? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I feel stiff, but I have weeks like that, especially in the cold mornings like it 
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was the other day.  Don't quite move as well and that's just kind of how it's going to go. 
 
Q.  Except for the back nine the first day, seems like the driver, the wood play has 
been pretty solid? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  You hit a 280-yard 3-wood today on 17. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I have no problems with my woods and my driving, I drive the ball well.  I 
know I hit a couple loose shots on the first day, but overall my misses are a lot tighter and 
my proximity to the fairways is the best it's been in a very long time.  I just need to tighten 
everything else up, not throw away shots with wedges in my hand, not three-putt, four-putt.  
All the things that, you clean all that up, next thing you know, you add that up and I'm 
probably, what, 7, 8, 9 under, and that's without doing anything great, just not doing any of 
the dumb things. 
 


