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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
February 15, 2020 
 
MATT KUCHAR  ( -10) 
RORY McILROY  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, it looked like you had three or four really good birdie opportunities on 
the -- early in the round that just slipped by.  Was that on your mind at all or what 
happened there?  Were they good strokes that just didn't go in? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I felt like I hit it well, I hit it well all day, especially at the start of the round, 
but I felt like every time I hit a decent shot I left myself on the wrong side of the hole.  And 
the putts that I had were very defensive, downhill, big breakers, trying to play enough break, 
trying to die them in, and especially on this golf course, they're very tricky, very difficult to 
make.  So just kept telling myself to stay patient and I felt like my patience was rewarded 
with the two birdies on the eighth and the ninth hole.  Ended up turning in 3 under even 
though I missed a few chances. 
 
Q.  For both of you, we hear the course get showered with praise all week, but I'm 
curious of the difficulty of it especially in the afternoon when it's windy and the 
greens are a little bit bumpy.  How is this compared as a test to other courses you 
guys play every year on tour and then major championship tests? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I absolutely love the course.  I think it gets rave reviews across the board 
by everybody.  You see a great leaderboard up there, it's one that has truly withstood the 
test of time.  It's fun to see it this way in firm and fast conditions.  I think so many years 
we've been here we've seen it kind of wet and cold and greens being a little bit softer.  
Anytime you get greens firm, it is hard to get them close to the hole, a golf course just plays 
that much harder.   
 
And this place, you kind of learn it well enough and have to manage where you miss, where 
you don't.  Chipping out of this kikuyu is so difficult, particularly with the little bounce in the 
greens.  I mean, there are good scores out there and there are really bad scores out there 
and I think that's the sign of a good golf course. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, echo what Matt says, anytime that you can get the greens firm, it 
really does provide a good test.  The one thing that makes this course maybe a little easier 
than somewhere else when it gets firm is the kikuyu, because you miss a green or you have 
a ball sort of drawn away from the pin and it hits the kikuyu and it sort of stops.  That can 
make it a little easier.  Like there's some shots today that I got away with where it just sort of 
stops right there and you have an easy enough chip shot, where if the surrounds had been a 
different type of grass and it was firm, then it's going to run away and it's going to play a little 
more links-like.  That's the only -- because of the kikuyu, I think when this place does get 
firm, it just makes it a little more of a gentle test rather than if it got firm all over. 
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Q.  This is for both you guys.  I'll start with Rory.  Matt's had the lead all week so far.  
You've gone wire to wire I believe in two majors to win.  How difficult is it to go wire to 
wire, what's the psychology of that, is there more pressure, is it more exhausting? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I can't remember, being that long. 
 
Q.  I was trying to keep it positive there. 
 
RORY McILROY:  No, I know. 
 
I think going wire to wire, I think your confidence is there, you've had the lead every day, 
you've started well, you've kept going.  I think when you've had the lead first day, second 
day, third day, that's got to give you some confidence going into the final day.  You're playing 
well, you've played better than the rest of the field, so there's no reason why you shouldn't 
go out on that last day and continue to play the way you have the first three days. 
 
Q.  Matt, if I can just piggyback on that, have you found it tiring to do that or is it more 
on the positive side, like you know you're playing well and have you done -- I don't 
think you've done wire to wire on the tour? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I don't think I have, so I don't have a great answer.  I would have to echo 
Rory's statements.  If you're starting out well, you feel good about your game and you're 
playing well and you're confident and excited, there's more of a drain I think come week's 
end.  Anytime you're in contention and winning a tournament, by the time Sunday night, 
Monday comes around, you're fatigued as opposed to if you just finished 35th the week, you 
may not be nearly as fatigued after a win or a runner-up finish where you're in contention.  
But that tends to kick in Monday more than tournament week. 
 
Q.  Rory, we talked after 2016 when you first came here and you finished T-20 but you 
were like so geeked about playing this course, you loved it.  You said this is going to 
be a regular stop for me and you've been here four of the last five years now.  So what 
would it mean to get that W here because I know you love the tradition.  And same 
with you, Matt, just what it means to win here. 
 
RORY McILROY:  I typically didn't play the West Coast Swing earlier on in my career, 
especially when I got to this tournament and this golf course, I regretted that decision 
because, okay, sometimes it can get -- if it's soft the greens can get a little bumpy or 
whatever, but the course is phenomenal.  The whole place.  I mean, staying in Santa Monica 
and doing all that, it's a really nice week, but obviously topped off by the fact that we're 
playing one of the best courses that we play all year.   
 
So the only year that I didn't play here was 2017 and that was because of injury, because I 
couldn't.  I said it back then, it will be a regular stop on my schedule because I love the golf 
course.   
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And yeah, I dearly would love to win here.  I think a lot of the great players in the game have 
won here and I would love to add myself to that list. 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  There's not a PGA TOUR event you wouldn't want to win, but there are a 
handful that are extra special, have a great list of past champions, have a great golf course.  
This one's one of those.  You chalk it up as one of those sort of extra special Tour events 
that you really hope to put your name as a past champion. 
 
Q.  You both have mentioned in your answers talking about the misses here.  Do you 
find now, and this is the best position you both have been in going into the final 
round here, that the more you play it, do you find yourself learning things about 
where to miss more and more as you play it or do you feel like you've always had that 
sense of this golf course? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  After a couple times around I think you get a pretty good feeling of where 
you need to be and where not.  We don't always play it in this sort of condition, so this one I 
think you have to pay a little extra attention with the firmness of the greens.   
 
But it all comes down to execution.  It's one thing to know that there's trouble to the left, it's 
another thing to avoid it and put yourself in a place where you can play from.  I think course 
knowledge is one thing, but execution is so much more important. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think for me more so than anything else, it's learning how the ball 
reacts on this kikuyu and how that plays, judging certain lies and how the ball's going to 
come out of them.  That to me is what takes a little bit of time.  You know, like the first hole 
today, the pin's cut just over the bunker there, so you had to err on the long side and give 
yourself a lot of green to work with to chip it down.  We do this every week and we're 
constantly looking at what the pin position is or where even on the tee box, okay, pin's on 
the right here, if anything, I want to miss on the left.  Maybe more so here than anywhere 
else.  Here especially with the way the golf course is playing.  For example, today on 15 I 
maybe could have carried that bunker on the right but I knew the pin was on the right side of 
the green so I just erred on the left.  So maybe more so here more than anywhere else 
you're checking where the pin is on the tee box so you know, okay, I can give myself an 
angle to this hole location rather than being on the other side. 
 
Q.  As often as you guys have been either tied for the lead or around the lead going 
into Sunday, on a day like this does it actually help when you've got, I think I counted 
16 players separated by four shots going into tomorrow, that you don't worry about 
anything except what you're doing? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think you just have to worry about yourself, concentrate on what 
you're doing, do it well, set yourself a target, don't think about anyone else and, you know, if 
that's good enough at the end of the day, then great.  If not, then someone just played better 
than you and hats off to them, you fly to Mexico and tee it up again next week and you try 
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again.  
 
Q.  (No microphone.) 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  Well said, well said.  
 


