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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
February 14, 2020 
 
HAROLD VARNER III  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  This golf course is playing about as difficult as it can right now.  You've got to 
strike it solid.  What happens when you get like a half number and you know that you 
can't hit it chippy into these greens? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, you just take a lower number and hopefully make a long putt.  
Yeah, just playing pretty solid, just having fun.  I feel like I was pretty close the last few 
events, just I haven't played the weekends, so it kind of sucks. 
 
Q.  Well, you're playing the weekend for sure right now.  
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Finally.  Got the monkey off my back. 
 
Q.  So now just going out there and stay the course and do what you've been doing? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, just do my job, keep having fun.  I enjoy playing golf.  It was 
unfortunate for Charlie, but I had a great time with him.  They're pretty funny, especially 
Charlie. 
 
Q.  Charlie's a good dude, I've known him for a long time.  
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, he's old. 
 
Q.  He's almost as old as me, man.  I appreciate your time.  I have to ask you one more 
question. 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Fire away. 
 
Q.  Talk about this golf course and the angles that you have to play because it's not 
checkers, this is chess.  You've really got to be in position off the tee to play to some 
of these hole locations, don't you? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, for sure.  The biggest thing is just getting it in the fairway.  If 
you get it in the fairway, you're going to have a really good chance of hitting the green.  And 
the greens are fairly small, so if you hit the green, you're going to have a putt at it.  And if 
you just have a good attitude and understand they're going to get a little bumpy, it is what it 
is. 
 
Q.  Sixty-seven for Harold Varner on Thursday, five birdies, just two bogeys.  What 
aspects of your game were elevated out there today? 
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HAROLD VARNER III:  Just hitting a lot of greens and driving it really well.  If you can hit in 
the fairway, you've got a really good chance of doing some good.  It's hard to hit it in the 
fairway sometimes. 
 
Q.  We talked about this on the live broadcast, you started 2020 with four consecutive 
missed cuts on the PGA TOUR.  I say that, but what were your expectations coming in 
here? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Just embrace it, golf's hard, it's just not going to go your way every 
time.  The biggest thing for me is just keep a good attitude.  I still love playing golf.  It's not 
the end of the world, so I've always tried to have that perspective.  It's a privilege to be 
playing golf on the PGA TOUR.  I had been playing pretty well, so I was just excited to be 
here, yeah, to be where I am, I get to see the weekend for the first time.  So I got that 
monkey off my back so it's going to be fun. 
 
Q.  Not only will you see the weekend, but you put yourself in contention here to win.  
We're at the halfway point.  Does anything shift for you mentally or emotionally in 
these final two rounds? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  No, not at all, just keep doing what I'm doing, keep trusting what I'm 
doing, having fun and just play to win.  It's pretty simple. 
 
Q.  How would you assess your round out there today? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  I played really well, I just played super solid.  Got a lot of looks and 
just about the same as yesterday I don't know, I didn't do anything too crazy.  Trying to think.  
I didn't get in any trouble, but when I did miss the green, got it up and down, which is huge 
momentum just going to the next hole, just keeping it -- you can make a lot of bogeys in a 
hurry out here, so just minimizing your mistakes. 
 
Q.  Scott said you hit a little bit closer.  Iron game maybe a touch better than 
yesterday? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, I'm hitting it really well.  It's a lot of fun.  I've hit it well as a kid 
and like I've hit it well on tour, I've just been going through a little slump on my ball-striking 
and it's coming around right now. 
 
Q.  Is there anything you're specifically working on your ball-striking that's kind of 
helped it? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  No, just trusting what I believe is true to the golf swing and seeing 
targets.  Sometimes you get so caught up in where position is, but at the end of the day 
you've got to be somewhat of an athlete, like I want to hit it here, how can I make it go there, 
that's all that matters. 
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Q.  Are you starting to get a little more comfortable now when you're getting in these 
positions, being the leader after 36 holes or a good (inaudible)? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, without a doubt.  Obviously sometimes I didn't play very well 
in those circumstances, but it's helped me out a lot, obviously PGA and then I go up to New 
York for the Northern Trust, play well.  So yeah, I'm getting way more comfortable.  It's not 
all fun and games though there, it's business.  I'm learning that side of it, because I've 
always thought golf's fun and it doesn't matter what happens. 
 
Q.  Is there one thing like from those experiences you can kind of think about for this 
coming week that you learned that can help you? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  The best thing is just focus on you, do what you can do.  The best 
thing -- obviously you're going to see the scoreboard, but just do what you can do.  Like the 
things that you can control.  Sometimes you get caught up in what -- not so much what 
everyone else is doing, but like I guess overthinking.  Just run your race. 
 
Q.  Is there a way to explain how you come in here and shoot 67, 68 on a course like 
this after the struggles you've had so far this year? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, I haven't really been struggling.  It's not like I missed the cut 
by like 20 shots, I missed by one.  Like it's not a struggle.  A struggle is like when that 
happens for a season.  It's just like the trees are -- it's like a tree, it's like leaves, it's going to 
be all right, it's going to be good some days, it's going to be bad.  It's the same way.  Super 
just excited to be playing golf.  I don't really have one thing where like, oh, it was good this 
week.  You keep trying, keep attempting, keep believing in yourself.  I would hope that 
everyone in their life was doing the same thing. 
 
Q.  Is there anything you can take away or you could take away or did take away from 
the PGA Championship last year, I mean the way it finished that you really worked 
on? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, I didn't work on everything.  It sucked.  I just hated playing 
bad in the biggest situation I had ever been in.  So if you like hate doing something like that, 
you just work harder and you just keep figuring out how to do better the next time.  You 
really don't change too much.  It's not like I'm going to go out there and like, oh, this is what 
I'm going to do.  No, you just keep trusting what you're doing.  You've almost got to be crazy. 
 
Q.  You're a happy-go-lucky guy.  When you get in those situations, do you feel like 
you change at all? 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Yeah, I get way more into it, just like hyper-focused, I don't know.  
Yeah, I'm definitely happy go lucky right now, but on the course it's totally different.  I want to 
play well.  Yeah, when I first got out here, though, I was definitely happy go lucky on the golf 
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course because it's always been that way, but once you start learning you can do a lot if you 
play really well, you can change a lot of people's lives. 
 
Q.  Like I say, what a difference from last year to this year.  
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  Weather-wise or me? 
 
Q.  Well, both. 
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  I don't know what I shot last year. 
 
Q.  Last year you didn't make the cut, so this year you're in the hunt.  
 
HAROLD VARNER III:  I have a very short-term memory, I think that's important once again 
in life and in golf because whatever happened in the past isn't going to dictate what happens 
in the future in my opinion. 
 


