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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
February 14, 2020 
 
MATT KUCHAR  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  Matt, just some comments on your second round here.  You're 9 under par 
through 36 holes, leading the tournament by a couple.  
 
MATT KUCHAR:  Yeah, it definitely wasn't my best stuff today.  Certainly glad to be in the 
clubhouse at two under, nine under total.  Wasn't driving it nearly as accurate as I did the 
first day and I had to play very defensive.  However, did some good scoring.  When I had 
opportunities, I seemed to take advantage.  Two under was an awfully good score for the 
way I drove it today. 
 
Q.  What's it like trying to play defensive on this golf course? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  This is a hard golf course.  Playing defensive is not much fun.  It felt like 
half the holes I was doing something out of the rough and just trying to find a place where I 
had a decent shot at just making par really.  Not even looking for too many birdie 
opportunities, just making sure I had a good chance at a par save. 
 
Q.  How do you explain your record here?  It's decent (inaudible)? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I have no explanation.  I love this place, though.  One that I look forward 
to every year.  You think of Riviera and you think of what a great golf course.  I feel like it's a 
golf course that has withstood the test of time.  It was great when Hogan played here, it's 
great at the moment, and you see a wall of champions that includes so many great guys and 
so many different types of players.  I don't think there's any style of game this place is really 
tailored for. 
 
Q.  Do you think you have the strategy figured out? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I better find more control.  Bottom line is being in control of what you're 
doing and I could use a little more control over the weekend. 
 
Q.  How did you bogey one?  Was that any indication that you were ready for a long 
one today? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  Drove it in the right rough, thought long to the green was probably better 
than that bunker to get up and down.  Got in the kikuyu grass and came up short with my 
first chip.  Second chip ran well by.  That stuff is tricky chipping out of.  Greens are so firm, 
kikuyu's so sticky, it is really hard if you miss greens to save par.  
 
Q.  Given that green, what's it like making a six on that hole coming off that green with 
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a (inaudible) in front of you?  You have 17 left, I know. 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I know.  That one, you certainly go into the day planning on making birdie 
there and making bogey there is a tough way to start.  You feel like you've already given up 
two shots on the day.  Never a fun way to start, but knowing there's 17 holes to go, you 
know, there's still room to figure it out and still room to play some good golf.  
 
Q.  Sort of up and down last week.  Did you sense two rounds like this coming?  Was 
it right around the corner? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  It was close.  I played so well in Singapore a month or so ago and felt like 
I was doing really well in Phoenix.  You saw Pebble wasn't my best stuff, but I knew I wasn't 
far off, either.  Knew I had some of my best stuff in Singapore, I had some really good stuff 
in Phoenix, I knew I wasn't far away.  Just kind of, again, I'll go out in the morning and try to 
find that right ingredient to get more dialed in like I was yesterday. 
 
Q.  What do you feel like you did well, what are you most comfortable with your game, 
what do you want to improve in your game on the weekend? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I've got to drive it better.  I did not drive it well today.  That's a critical 
component out here.  Playing out of this rough, the rough is not hugely penalizing, but with 
the greens being so firm, it's penalizing enough.  You really need to be in the fairway to have 
some control and hope to stop the ball on the green. 
 
Q.  What are you doing well? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I've been -- when I get scoring clubs in my hand I've been taking 
advantage.  I feel like I get the short irons and wedges in my hand, I've been taking 
advantage of those opportunities. 
 
Q.  Is that something you think you can correct on the range tomorrow morning 
before you go? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I sure hope so, I sure hope so. 
 
Q.  How do you rate that 69 based on everything you've been saying?  Pretty good? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  Yeah, absolutely.  To hit it the way I hit it, to shoot two under par is an 
awfully good score, particularly bogeying the first hole. 
 


