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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 13, 2020 
 
RORY McILROY  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, good start to this tournament.  Fair to say, sluggish start, and wow, two 
eagles in three holes. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Very sluggish start.  Yeah, I made a good up-and-down for par on 10.  To 
be fair, I hit a good tee shot and sort of went into the back of the bunker and it was awkward.  
I should have birdied 11 and then sloppy three-putt on 12.  After that I needed to get up and 
down on 13, 14, 15, 16 just to save par.  And then eagle on 17 was sort of what started 
everything.  Yeah, it was a slow start.  It wasn't -- none of us really got it going early on, but 
then you have 17 and then the first hole in a space of a few holes so you can make some 
red numbers there, which I was able to do. 
 
Q.  Even with the start, you never looked like a guy who didn't think he could put a 
good number on the board, you looked kind of confident and in control most of the 
day.  What's the recipe for tomorrow, just a few more fairways? 
 
RORY McILROY:  A few more greens I think more than anything else.  I thought I drove the 
ball pretty well.  Yeah, just a few more greens.  Hitting it in the right spots maybe when you 
do give yourself chances here, especially with how firm and fast the greens are getting, just 
leaving your ball on the right side of the hole.  There's a couple times today I hit good shots 
but was on the wrong side.  You're being very defensive with your putt, you're trying to give it 
a good run at the hole.  Yeah, just a bit of that.   
 
The afternoon tomorrow is going to play a lot different than how it played this morning, it's 
going to be dry again and the course is going to firm up.  It's going to keep getting trickier 
and you're going to have to really think your way around this place.  I'm looking forward to 
that.  
 
Q.  You mentioned the difference between the morning and the afternoon.  Do you 
prefer the morning-late draw or does it not really make a difference? 
 
RORY McILROY:  No, usually like late-early.  I like going off late -- it feels like you get done 
late on Thursday night, you get a bit of dinner, straight to bed and then you're back out there 
again the next morning.  If you don't play well, you can get home early, so it's perfect.   
 
No, I don't mind.  I mean, at this stage it's just sort of whatever.  Sometimes a Friday 
afternoon's good if you're in contention because it gets you prepared for Saturday afternoon, 
Sunday afternoon.  You get around and get a feel for how the course plays that time of the 
day. 
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Q.  It was so cold this morning.  How are you factoring the yardage loss and then 
eventual -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, so nice thing about technology is you can set your TrackMan up 
and set it to a certain temperature and it sort of works it all out for you.  So you normalize it 
at whatever it is, 45 degrees and the ball -- it tells you what the ball should be going in that 
distance and what it's actually going and you sort of try to figure it out on the range from 
there.  I think sometimes when it's cold and your hands aren't quite -- sometimes it's better 
just to eyeball it and just sort of hit little shots and try to dink it around until you sort of have 
that feeling and that warmth again. 
 
Q.  Seemed like you crushed the one on 11, the 3-wood. 
 
RORY McILROY:  So my 3-wood usually goes like 285 in the air.  That was 248.  I mean, it 
went 40 yards shorter than what it usually does.  Then I get to 17 and I had like -- got to 290 
in there and I got it pin high.  So it just shows you what temperature, what it does. 
 
Q.  What did you hit on 15? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Second shot?  Like a little, like tried to hit like a little three-quarter 
pitching wedge. 
 
Q.  With a 7:15 tee time, what time do you wake up, like what time's everything start? 
 
RORY McILROY:  I woke up this morning at 4:15. 
 
Q.  Other than that one hole, how many holes are you not hitting driver on non-par 
3s? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, there's a few holes.  The fifth hole, the seventh hole, the eighth 
hole sometimes depending on where the pin is, 13 if it gets really firm.  Yeah, I mean, I 
would say probably hitting a good eight to 10 drivers out there. 
 
Q.  Do you hit driver on 1? 
 
RORY McILROY:  3-wood on one. 
 
Q.  And then what into the green? 
 
RORY McILROY:  7-iron. 
 
Q.  Understanding you're not going to have a perfect round of golf when you play, 
what irritates you the most, what shot irritates you the most?  Short-sided -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  No, I don't mind the short-sided because at least you're being 
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aggressive.  The one where you've got a short iron in your hand and you sort of leave it 
30 feet right with the pin on the left, it's just sort of very -- 
 
Q.  Fifteen?    
 
RORY McILROY:  Umm, yeah, a little bit, 15.  It should be a good birdie opportunity and you 
sort of just flare it out there to make sure, if anything, you miss it on the right side and it's a 
very weak sort of shot. 
 
Q.  Waste of a good drive? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, but I mean, I did that better than most, so...  
 


