
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
February 13, 2020 
 
SCOTT McCARRON 
 
 
THE MODERATOR:  So, Scott, our reigning Charles Schwab Cup champion, making 
your fifth appearance here in Naples.  Just your thoughts to be here this week.  
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, it's good to be back.  We enjoy coming to Naples.  The 
weather is usually great.  The course I played Tuesday was in very good shape.  So 
looking forward to a good week.  Looks like the weather is going to be great.  And got a 
good feel.   
 
Got a lot of good players here.  Tim Herron is making his debut, which is always fun to 
see the rookies come out here.  So should be a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  What did last year mean to you to get the Charles Schwab Cup and the 
Players -- 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah, it meant a lot.  Obviously, I have been setting that goal to 
win over the last couple years.  I finished fourth, third, second.  And finally to come out 
on top was something pretty special.  And the way it ended, with Jeff Maggert holing that 
shot on the playoff hole against Retief Goosen, I don't think I have ever seen anything 
more exciting than that.  To win the Schwab Cup with a glass of wine in my hand was 
pretty special.  I don't know if anybody's ever won anything like that with a glass of wine 
in their hand. 
 
I played well all year.  I had three wins early in the year and had a nice big lead, but the 
guys started playing very well at the end and made it very exciting.  So I thought it was 
great for our sport and great for the Tour. 
 
Q.  You looked at the distance regulation thing or the report that came out, the 
Tour's reaction to it, to kind of look at possibly either go on and bite the ball 
or -- they have turned out a couple things, I guess, or having a special ball or 
clubs for the Tour only, for players only, or -- I don't know.  
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  I think it's -- they are trying to get all the information right now, 
and I think it will take a little while for them to make any move. 
 
Q.  Oh, sure, yeah.  
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah.  And so I think it's very preliminary to even give comments 
on it.   
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I mean, I certainly don't want the ball to roll back too far, because we are getting older, 
and I don't want to hit it shorter.  I mean, that's selfish.  As I look at my game, I'm happy 
with the way things are going.  I look at some of my distance -- and someone had some 
stat out from like -- oh, I don't even know, it was 2002 or '98, something like that, and I 
was averaging 289, and now I'm averaging 296.   
 
So, I am older.  I'm in very good shape, probably even better shape than I was back 
then. 
 
So the distance for me, I have gotten four or five, six yards longer.  Is that a knee-jerk 
reaction, for someone like me to go say roll it back, I would say no.  But when you're 
looking at some of these young kids coming out, when they are averaging 320 or 330, 
it's pretty far.  And it can make some golf courses a little obsolete.  I have always said to 
grow the rough in, narrow the fairways, add another bunker.  I mean, there's other ways 
to do it, but that costs money, too, for the golf course having to do it.   
 
And I think a lot of people, as far as players, look back at USGA, and I think they really 
missed the boat 15, 20 years ago.  They should have been testing with the equipment 
that we were using at the time when they were still testing with steel shafts and wood 
heads and slower spinning speeds. 
 
So I think they should have done something a long time ago instead of waiting for so 
long.  But, again, even if they did that, it's not going to make a difference.  The long guy 
is still going to be the longest. 
 
Q.  Yeah.  I mean, that was DJ's point and -- 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  It's not going to make one bit of difference.  It's the same 
difference they made when they did the square grooves.  Didn't make one bit of 
difference.  
 
Q.  When Freddie or John Daly are playing, I mean, they have -- they seem to draw 
more than the casual fan.  And I don't even know if it matters sometimes how they 
are playing, but these -- I mean, Freddie obviously has been a little more 
successful than John over an extremely long period of time.  But why do you 
think that is, or -- and you have been out there with both of them all the way 
from --  
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- the start from -- 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  They are popular guys with the fans.  I mean, fans love to watch 
Freddie hit it, Boom Boom.  He hits it far.  He's kind of laid back.  And so people like 
watching him play.  He has been a fan favorite forever. 
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Q.  Forever. 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  And John Daly, he came on the scene back in the '90s, was just 
like a freak.  I mean, the guy hit it so far.  When this guy who was 13th off and to win the 
PGA when Nick Price pulls out, I mean, that was just a great story. 
 
Q.  Oh, sure, yeah. 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  And John won the British Open.  And he's one of those 
guys -- he's an absolute character, and charismatic, and he's got a good heart.  And he's 
fought a lot of demons over his career.  And he's worn that on his sleeve, and he's very 
honest about all the stuff he's gone through.  So I think people -- a lot of people can 
relate to that. 
 
Q.  Sure.  I mean, you said earlier you had that goal set and you had achieved it.  
So now how do you repeat it? 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Have to do it again. 
 
Q.  Have to have the same hunger, you know, to -- 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  That's a great question.  I look at -- I look at Bernhard Langer, 
who has been kind of been one of my guys I have looked up to, mentor --  
 
Q.  Oh, sure. 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  -- and hero.  And he's been able to do it time and time again.  
And I would like to be able to do that too.  And so there's off seasons I didn't practice 
and play too much, kind of wanted to be rested and get ready to play.  And again, guys 
are setting goals and trying to get better.  I won the Nicklaus Award, Player of the Year, I 
won the Palmer Award for leading money.  But I didn't win the Byron Nelson award for 
scoring average, so that's something that I would like to accomplish.  And if I do that, 
then I'm obviously going to have a pretty good year.  So I came close last year, and I 
think I was leading with an event or two left.  So -- 
 
Q.  Oh, really? 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah.  So I was right there.  Then I played poorly and Retief 
passed me.  So that's something I would like to accomplish.  But again, it was really a 
great year last year. 
 
When I think about my career and being a decent PGA Tour player, but only winning 
three times, felt I should have won more.  But I also got to remember that I couldn't even 
make my college golf team and then I quit golf for four years after college.  And for a guy 
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to play in the United States Mid-Amateur and then to go on and have a nice 20-year 
career and then have a career on the Champions Tour and win Player of the Year is 
pretty something special.  And it's a little different than a lot of guys back then and 
certainly guys now.   
 
Q.  Thinking of goals.  You're getting older and there's young kids coming out, 
Herron -- 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah, young kid, love it.  Tim Herron, yeah. 
 
Q.  Does that kind of force -- not force you, I won't use that -- force you to change 
your outlook on what your goals are? 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, it doesn't -- 
 
Q.  More realistic than -- 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  It doesn't change my goals as of now, because I still feel like I 
can compete with all the young guys.  But certainly in a couple years, and with -- the 
guys that are coming out are really good players.  These are Hall of Famers.  They are 
legends.  They hit it far.  They still play well.  And they still can compete on the regular 
Tour.  So having said that, it's going to get tougher and tougher, and that's kind of the 
way it goes out here on the PGA Tour Champions.  Most guys, when I got out here, 
everyone said, oh, you'll have a good four- or five-year run, and then we'll see.  But 
Langer certainly dispelled that.  I mean, he is an ironman.  It's incredible what he's done.   
 
So I think it's given us a look of, hey, if I can stay in shape, and if I can still stay -- try to 
get better every year, still setting goals and wanting to be the best, who knows?  Even at 
60 years old, you can still do it.  He's doing it.  But he also puts a lot of effort into it.  
There gets a point to a time, do you want to keep putting the effort in?  Right now, I do.  
Will I at 58, 59?  I don't know.  But right now, I still do, so -- 
 
But these guys that are coming on are just -- they're good.  And they're better, they just 
are. 
 
I mean, Tim Herron, people look at Tim and kind of laugh, oh, Lumpy this, and -- Lumpy 
is really good.  I wouldn't be surprised if Lumpy wins Rookie of the Year.  I mean, 
he -- honestly he's going to win out here a bunch.  He's that good.  Yes, he's got that 
great attitude, and he's a fun-loving guy, but Tim Herron can flat out play.  And he's 
hungry and he wants to come out here and play well.  So I think he'll do well. 
 
Okay.  Thank you guys, appreciate it.  Good to be back. 
 
THE MODERATOR:  Thank you so much.   
 


