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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 13, 2020 
 
MATT KUCHAR  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  A clean card, that's a nice way to go around Riviera Country Club.  
 
MATT KUCHAR:  Thanks.  We got lucky.  This is the best I've ever seen this place.  
Weather was just perfect, hardly a breath of wind.  Course is in great shape.  It was a fun, 
fun day out there playing Riviera.  I got off to a great start.  You've got a couple holes you 
want to take advantage of, but you never know.  I started on 10 today and 10's one of those 
funny ones; literally, I think if you play four rounds of even par, you've done well.  I happened 
to hit a perfect drive just on the fringe of the green and was able to two-putt for birdie.  
Birdied 11 and that was just a nice way to start the day. 
 
Q.  I just talked to Rory, I just talked to Jason Day.  They both said that it's really 
important where you miss around here.  You were 4-4 for scrambling today when you 
did miss, rare misses, but when you do, how important is it where you've missed it 
around this golf course? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  Yeah, hugely critical.  These greens have enough bounce to them.  
Anytime you get some firm greens, the chipping becomes difficult and your leaves are so 
much more important.  That's definitely a big key here. 
 
Q.  Before we let you go, you're going to be in the afternoon tomorrow.  You've said 
there's a bounce in the golf course, that bounce is going to get firmer.  How much 
more do we think we're going to have in the afternoon tomorrow, much harder golf 
course you're anticipating or a little bit more of the same until we get to Saturday? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  I'll wait and see.  Never know what the wind's going to do.  The wind has 
a big effect here.  If it stays like today, I think you'll see some more good rounds today, even 
in the afternoon.  If conditions stay, I think you'll see some guys post some good numbers. 
 
Q.  A lot of putts today.  What was it, like, I think it was like 128 feet of putts.  What 
was about your putting today that you think was so good? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  It's tricky.  I think I would include a couple putts you don't always count on 
going in.  No. 18 I made about a 30-footer up the hill and No. 8 I made like a 35-footer down 
the hill.  Eighteen was a little bit more doable, basically a straight uphill putt.  You never 
count on those going in.  Certainly the putt I made on eight, kind of looking to two-putt from 
there and see those go in.  You can't count on that every day, I get that, but it sure is fun 
when they do go in.  I made a fair number of putts from five to 10 feet.  Those start adding 
up quickly.  They're putts you feel like you should make and if you make enough of them, 
those add up nicely. 
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Q.  You've made a lot of cuts here but maybe not the record you might have wanted at 
a place like Riviera.  What is about this place that you continue to learn even as a 
veteran like yourself? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  It's a place that I absolutely love coming every year.  I think it's one of the 
few courses that has truly stood the test of time.  It was a great test of golf 50 years ago 
when Ben Hogan was playing, it's a great test today with Tiger Woods and all the young 
boys playing.  It's cool to see courses like this still hold up and be a great tournament, great 
championship course. 
 
Q.  You had a solid week last week.  Is this kind of continuing, kind of good play, feel 
like your game's trending in a good direction? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  Yeah, I had a nice win in Singapore a month or so ago, decent weeks 
Phoenix and Pebble.  I'm pleased with my game, for sure. 
 
Q.  What's like -- do you feel like the iron play was also good?  I mean, setting up 
those putts you made, you played to the right side of the holes that you needed to 
today? 
 
MATT KUCHAR:  To shoot a number like this, you kind of do most things well.  I didn't find 
myself in much trouble today.  I think there wasn't one real out of position -- not really out of 
position.  The par-3 fourth, missed the green on the left and that was kind of a decent miss.  
You're just chipping back up the hill and I ended up chipping about 10 feet by and I ended 
up making that par save.  But other than that, I felt like it was just steady golf, a lot of 
opportunities and I was able to convert on a good number of the opportunities today.  
 


