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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 13, 2020 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA  ( -2) 
 
 
Q.  Do you feel you got a lot out of that round today for how you were hitting it at 
times? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I thought I hit it pretty poorly today.  Putting it really well ever since 
made some changes with the grip and changed the putter and changed a lot of the stroke.  
Feel very confident with it, feel very good.  Short game wasn't very good and didn't strike the 
ball well, everything's high and to the right, and when I feel like I release it, it's left.  So go 
figure this out real quick. 
 
Q.  What was the biggest reason for the change, especially the grip of the putter? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Just to make it more consistent.  I was getting a little too active with 
the hands and trying to feel less hands in it.  Kind of feel like the butt end of the putter goes 
back with the head, just more repeatable, more consistent and it's been really good. 
 
Q.  Brooks, in terms of your just trying to get sharp, what's your level of patience with 
yourself? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I hit it great in the Middle East, kind of disappointed with how I 
showed up this week hitting it.  What it is.  But just trying to figure it out, just driving it a little 
too hard, keeping the (inaudible) a little too far forward on my left arm, not really swinging 
with the body. 
 
Q.  You said you hit it great in the Middle East.  Does it take some time to feel like the 
scoring comes back? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah.  You know what it is?  I felt like I wasn't reading 'em great.  You 
know, when you start playing more and more, you understand what right edge is and you 
understand what just outside is and there's a little bit of a difference there.  Sometimes it 
doesn't come right away, it just takes a few rounds.   
 
I mean, I was only I think 10 days in when we started in the Middle East, so it wasn't like 
there was a lot of time, but I mean, I hit it great, I just needed to kind of play more and really 
understand, get back on the greens and really understand what pace and line, all those 
things. 
 
Q.  You can't replicate that, it has to be in a tournament? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I mean, you can practice it all you want, but at the same time, 
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when the gun goes off, everything's a little different. 
 
Q.  (Question about his shoes.)  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, I had sat down with Nike last fall, I think it was October, maybe 
September, October.  We've gone over a few things.  He goes, You have cool shoes going 
this year.  And, you know, it was one of those things where I was always a big Kobe fan.  He 
was very impactful on my life.  I never met him, but it was something we wanted to do.  We 
came up with the idea back then and it was crazy.  Woke up at about midnight to take Jenna 
to the airport.  I saw the helicopter went down and saw the news, which was quite shocking.  
I didn't believe it.  I was kind of half asleep and really didn't understand what was going on, 
but I texted a rep from Nike and I said, We've got to do something, I've got to do something 
my next time in L.A.  I completely forgot about the shoes, so it was kind of a surreal moment 
thinking that I was already doing something five months in advance and then this happened. 
 
Q.  You were working on those shoes for this tournament back in the fall? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, yeah, we were in October.  Hopefully, you know, we were kind 
of hoping that maybe give him a pair of the shoes and he could kind of see the impact he 
had on my life.  Hopefully get these off for charity and raise money for everybody that was 
involved in the crash. 
 
Q.  He was unaware that you were doing this? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, no, I don't think anybody was really aware of it.  I forgot about it.  
You know, it was one of those things where Nike does an unbelievable job of just creating all 
these stories, telling all these stories, what message we want to send and who are our idols 
and what we care about, and they do a pretty good job of it.  It was pretty easy.  I think 
there's a little bit of correlation with just the attitude going into things and I guess you could 
say embrace the hate, too.    
 
Q.  Did you go to a game earlier this week? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, on Monday. 
 
Q.  Surreal to be back in the Staples Center? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it was.  I've been out here and San Diego for basically kind of 
the end of November, November 20th.  Flew back twice for maybe like five days and all the 
way to pretty much the Middle East was out here.  Come up to L.A. every once in a while.  
Me and Jenna caught a game later, I want to say kind of right around beginning of 
December, middle of December.   
 
Yeah, the atmosphere's unbelievable, but you can tell there's definitely a different vibe there, 
a lot of respect, a lot of camaraderie.  We were out to dinner on Monday and Kobe chants 
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started in the middle of dinner. 
 
Q.  That's great.  So just one more.  When the crash occurred, did that kind of almost 
spur your memory, like oh, my God, I just did these shoes? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, I completely forgot about it.  It was one of those things where I 
was half asleep, 12:30 in the morning.  I saw my phone was going off pretty -- a lot, to say 
the least.  Then Jenna said that Kobe died.  Didn't really believe it at first, just kind of didn't 
know what was going on.  You're kind of half asleep.  You're like, is it true, is it not, is it 
rumor?  And unfortunately -- I've never cried over anybody I never met and that was the first 
time. 
 


