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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 12, 2020 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS 
 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Justin Thomas into the interview room.  Justin is 
our FedExCup leader with two wins this season.   
 
Justin, first of all, if we can get you to comment on your season up to this point.  Very 
successful obviously. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's a good start to the season.  It doesn't -- sometimes doesn't feel like 
the fall events feel like the same season, but it is always nice knowing that you have, 
between Napa and Korea and then an okay week in Japan, to have a good start in the 
FedExCup year-long race. 
 
Yeah, no, I've been playing well this year.  I've been working really hard since I came back 
from the month, month and a half or so injury last year and felt like I was trending in the right 
direction, so glad to finally see some good results. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  I know how competitive you are.  You come into the week with a couple extra 
straight top-10 minishes at this event, but I know last year stung a little bit, first time in your 
career you had failed to carry a 54-hole lead on to victory.  What did you learn from that and 
what do you hope to redeem this week?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it was a freaky day.  I mean, you know, it's easy to make excuses 
or look at this or that, but I mean, at the end of the day JB beat me.  He played really, really 
well on a very, very difficult day.   
 
It was just one of those weird days where I couldn't get anything going.  Unfortunately I 
wasn't hitting it very well in my Saturday round, and because we had to keep going, I just 
had to keep trying to find something.  It's tough to do when it's blowing 25 or 30 miles an 
hour.  I hung in there for what I had that day, it just wasn't quite good enough, but it was a 
great learning experience and I feel pretty confident that if I have another lead, that I won't 
do that again. 
 
Q.  A couple of them related, would you like to come to this tournament and not be 
stuck with Tiger the first two rounds? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't care.  It's fine.  I'm fine with it.  I've had some good rounds with 
him.  I'm very, very comfortable around him.  You know, I think maybe playing with him at a 
Masters or Phoenix or something else would be a little different, that would be a little more 
chaotic than here. 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
Q.  I tend to recall you talking about this once, I'm not trying to put you guys in the 
same league as Jack and Arnie, but they used to talk about how they would get so 
wrapped up in trying to beat each other that they'd forget about the tournament.  Can 
you relate to that based on the Bahamas? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, absolutely.  Since we've talked about this, thank you for telling 
everybody that now, Doug.  I'm just kidding.   
 
But I did, I think I had an eagle putt on 11 to take the lead or maybe tie the lead and Tiger 
was one or two back and I think I just -- and we were probably three, four holes ahead of the 
leaders.  You know, at Bahamas there's a lot of easy holes out there, especially that 10 and 
11 and then 12 through 15 really are all birdie holes.  Being where I was, I should have been 
more worried about the field and I wasn't, I just was trying to beat Tiger so bad because I felt 
like if I obviously had to beat him to win the tournament.  Then he kind of stalled and I kind of 
stalled with him and then had a bad finish on 18.   
 
I felt like -- I was really, really pissed after that event.  I feel like I should have won that 
tournament handily and I didn't because I didn't handle the situation very well, but I learned 
from it. 
 
Q.  I think sometimes there's a feeling out there in the general golfing public that guys 
like you and Rick, who have been so comfortable around Tiger and want to see him 
do well, don't have the moxie to actually go out and beat him, where it sounds like 
that's just the opposite.  I wonder if you can speak to the difference of rooting for 
someone in his place in the game and trying to beat his brains out.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, the only time I'm finally rooting for someone is when I'm in the 
clubhouse and I'm done and they're out there playing and have a chance to win.   
 
I mean, it doesn't matter how close I am with someone, I want to beat them so bad that they 
want to quit golf.  I don't care if it's Tiger, if it's Jordan, if it's Rickie, if it's whatever, if it's Jack 
Nicklaus, I don't care.  I'm out here to beat everybody, that's what I'm tying to do.   
 
Yeah, so that was just, that was a weird day, but obviously that's not going to happen out 
here in terms of beating someone that bad.  Yeah, the only time I'm really, truly pulling for 
somebody is when I know I'll no longer have a chance and they do. 
 
Q.  How often have you felt like you've totally demoralized your opponent when you 
step off 18? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  That's a tricky question.  I mean, nothing particular.  A couple times in 
junior golf I remember I felt like I kind of out-intimidated a couple of people, but I don't think I 
really intimidate anybody out here.  I hope I do, that's a huge compliment if I do, but I just 
don't know if anybody with my stature could be intimidating no matter how good I am at golf.  



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

That's just how I feel personally.  There's times I've felt pretty good about what I've done, but 
nothing comes to mind really. 
 
Q.  Along the same lines that Doug was talking about, your head-to-head record 
against Tiger is exceptional especially compared to some of your peers.  What do you 
think it is about yourself that allows you to shine in that arena? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't know.  First off, I would like to just hope that it's because I'm just 
good at golf, not necessarily who I'm with.  But it is, sometimes when you're in -- at least for 
me, when I'm in a scenario like that, although Tiger is, you know, a good buddy of mine or a 
good friend of mine, it's a little different than maybe playing with Rickie, who is also a really 
good friend of mine.  But Rickie and I are probably talking more than Tiger and I am, if that 
makes sense, so I'm able to maybe stay a little bit more focused.  There's a lot more people, 
a lot more stuff going on where I have to stay a lot more focused in that sense.  I don't know.  
I'm not exactly sure what it is, but I know that I have had some really, really good rounds of 
golf with him and hope to have some more. 
 
Q.  John mentioned your top-10s here.  Do you get any satisfaction out of a top-10 
finish if it's not a victory? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  For sure.  Phoenix was a perfect example.  I did not play very well at 
Phoenix.  I drove it very average, my iron game I felt like for me was poor and I putted okay.  
I chipped it well, but I putted okay.  I just kind of -- I finally found something in the little bit of 
a groove on Sunday and made some birdies to finish third.  I feel like that to me, obviously I 
would rather play really well and win, but I can get more out of a week like that because I 
was really close to winning the tournament with what I feel like was my C game, and 
that's -- that to me can build more confidence sometimes than playing really well because it's 
harder to learn something from it, whereas when I don't have it, I kind of figure out how to 
get around a golf course and how to score and how to manage my game better. 
 
Q.  And when you put together your list of goals going into the season, is top-10s one 
of those generally or not? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It has been.  It has and hasn't.  I guess it just kind of depends. 
 
Q.  So based on what you were saying earlier, because there was a little bit of a 
narrative that after this tournament you struggled with not holding that lead, we've 
been a little spoiled with how well you've done with leads.  So was sort of the 
trajectory of your year more determined by your wrist, your health, than this 
tournament last year; is that fair to say? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  You mean just -- 
 
Q.  After this event there was kind of a sense that you had -- losing the lead, it may 
have damaged your confidence.  It sounds like the way you described it, it was just 
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kind of a tough situation with the weather and it just didn't happen.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I truly do feel that way.  I felt like if I just could have had 20 
minutes on the range.  I remember I had 17 minutes from when I signed my scorecard to 
when I teed off and I needed to eat lunch.  My dad was like, "You want to go hit balls?"  I 
said, "I don't think I can physically make it down that hill and back up."  I remember thinking, 
man, I would just love 10 or 15 minutes to just figure something out.   
 
I'm pretty good at that, finding something on the course, but when it's that windy, you don't 
exactly know what the ball's doing sometimes.  I made a couple mistakes.  If I would have 
just chipped it better and putted a little bit better, I would have been fine.   
 
But I remember I had some nasty lip-outs, some really slow lip-outs, had a couple wind 
gusts.  But, I mean, I made a great -- I remember I made a great par on 15, made a great 
birdie on 16, had good looks on 17 and 18.  So it was good after all that I struggled 
throughout the first 14 holes of the day that I was able to kind of compose myself and play 
the last four holes well. 
 
Q.  One other thing, Rory was just in here and he talked about the 10th hole and 
scoring average is 3/10s different if you lay up versus drive it, so he's going by that 
number.  How much are you looking at those kinds of numbers these days in terms of 
your assessment of a course and your strategy in attacking it?   
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't, personally I've always laid up on that hole.  I'll go for it to that 
front pin, but I've laid up ever since I've been on Tour.  I mean, the way I look at it is I try to 
make par on the hole and if I happen to make one birdie, then I beat the field for the week I 
would think.  It's a shot shape or the green shape is good for my wedge, my spin that I have 
on it with the left-right spin.  I've had anything from 4-iron to 6-iron off the tee kind of up that 
left side of the fairway.  It's not a very hard wedge shot as long as you can just get your 
number right.   
 
So that's just how I've always look at it.  I've never looked at the numbers because my miss 
with a 3-wood or sometimes driver is right and right's no good up there.  I'm just trying to 
make 4 and maybe sprinkle a 3 or two. 
 
Q.  Just continue, do you recall last year at the Masters when you finished, obviously 
you were several groups ahead of Tiger, was there a point after you signed your card, 
you composed yourself maybe back in the locker room when you were able to look up 
and you realized he might win?  Do you recall what you thought at that point and 
maybe just your reaction in the aftermath?  Obviously there was that great scene, 
your dad gave him the high-five coming down and everything, but I'm just curious if 
you can recall that sequence. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it was awesome.  I remember I was inside eating lunch just 
because of how early we played on Sunday with the timing.  Usually if you're playing in the 
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last -- if you're in the top-15 or so, you know you're finishing around 5:00, 6:00.   
 
So I was in there, I was in the little dining area eating lunch and I think he was on 
maybe -- he just made birdie on 15.  Once he hit his tee shot on 16 and made that putt, it 
was kind of like, wow, he's going to win this thing, I think.  Then after -- but still had to kind of 
wait to see what Brooks was doing.   
 
Then after he missed that putt and made par, at that point it was over.  So that's when it kind 
of set in and it was like, wow, this is actually happening, this is unbelievable. 
 
Q.  Justin, picking up on your comments here about the 10th hole here, the golf 
course here is very special, I think a lot of people acknowledge that, a George 
Thomas design.  Are there many par 4s throughout a PGA TOUR season where you 
see yourself hitting 6-iron off the tee with your game?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  No.  The only one I can think of is 12 at Sawgrass a couple years ago 
right when they first redid it.  The green was very, very extreme and it was just, it was a little 
too penal and I felt like it wasn't -- it just didn't make sense to go for it.  I remember I laid up 
with a 7-iron because I remember I missed the fairway with a 7-iron, because it's not a long 
hole, but it just wasn't a good number and a good shot shape for me, so I laid up there.  
Other than that, taking out Australia, no, I haven't hit -- or The Open, no, I haven't hit a lot of 
6-irons laying up off tees. 
 
Q.  And this golf course, maybe not just one hole in particular, and your game, what is 
it about this golf course do you think that needs to be executed well to have success?  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's a ball-strikers course, that's why I played it well.  It's a strength of my 
game, but you just have to have control of your ball.  You're going to have, you know, one 
day maybe two or three where you don't have it.  Even if you're not hitting it well, you at least 
need to know what direction it's going or at least can hit it in one direction because on this 
course, if you get it on the wrong side of the hole or wrong side of the green, it virtually 
becomes impossible to get up and down.  Just trying to make those four- to 12-footers all 
day on these poa annua greens is just -- it's not going to happen.  It's very, very tough to 
scramble out here.  The greens get bumpy, all poa annua does, and just about trying to 
salvage as much as you can. 
 
Q.  Tiger was in here yesterday talking about the Presidents Cup.  He said, and I'm 
quoting here -- 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  He carried my ass? 
 
Q.  Yeah.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah. 
 



6 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  Just wondering if you had a response.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  No.  I mean, he did, he played way better than I did.  But I told him last 
night, I was like, all I know is if I didn't make a putt, you'd have a one next to your halve 
column, so you're welcome for that.  That's what he does, that's why we're friends is we can 
joke with each other like that.  But he did, he carried my ass. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Justin Thomas, thank you, sir. 
 


