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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 11, 2020 
 
TIGER WOODS 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Tiger, welcome back.  Thank you for having us again and hosting the 
Genesis Invitational.  I just want to start with your TGR Foundation, that's obviously the 
major beneficiary of this event.  It's had a lot of growth in Los Angeles and internationally 
and digitally.  If you can just make some comments on that for us as we get underway.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, our foundation basically started here in Anaheim.  We have our 
learning lab down there and it's been our biggest thing that we've done as far as a footprint 
and being able to now have this event and come back to southern California where it all 
started for me, it's incredible.  We've had nearly 300 kids come through the scholarship 
programs, we've served over a million kids now, so it's been tremendous for us to come 
back to this area where it all started and to have this type of event, this type of exposure, for 
us to be able to help as many kids going forward, not just here in the United States but 
internationally, so special. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  And secondly, we were here a year ago, announced the elevated status 
of this event, becoming an invitational.  How meaningful to have that elevated status and 
you being the host of the event?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, just to have that elevated status and be part of two iconic figures in 
the game of golf in Jack and Arnold, to have that type of association, it's incredible for us.  
It's incredible for the event just to be alongside those two unbelievable heroes of mine, and 
to have an event alongside theirs is only going to be something that's, as I said earlier, it's 
incredible for me to have played in this event at 16 years old and now to have this event and 
have the status that we have, it's so special. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We'll take some questions.  It's really difficult for us to see up here, but 
raise your hand and we'll get you a microphone. 
 
Q.  To follow up on that, given this is the first year of your invitational, you've got nine 
of the top-10 in the world, 19 of the top-25 in the world.  Personally, what does that 
mean to you to have those world-class players come to your event? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, to have an event like this, to have the players that come and support 
this tournament over the years and to have it on this iconic layout with the history we have 
here at Riviera, it just adds to the event and how the players support this.  It adds to our 
ability to help as many kids as we've had in the past and we'll continue to.  Without the 
players' support, the top players playing in the event, obviously we wouldn't be able to 
fundraise, we wouldn't be able to help as many kids as we are going forward.  To have those 
players come out and support this event is huge for us. 
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Q.  Tiger, how do you see the discussion around the distance insights study evolving 
and how would you like to see that discussion resolved? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I've always said that the game of golf, it's fluid, it's moving.  The golf 
ball is certainly going a lot further than the balata days.  We've changed it from using a tree 
to using high-tech metal.  We've come a long way in this game.  What's been crazy, I've 
been a part of all that.  My career when I first started, I beat Davis Love in a playoff and he 
was using a persimmon driver.  To see the technology advance as fast as it has, the 
average distance was, from when I first came out on here, if you carry it 270, it took a lot of 
trouble out of play.  Now guys are hitting their hybrids and 5-woods 270 in the air.  So the 
game has evolved and it's changed.  We're running out of property to try and design golf 
courses that are from the back 7,800 to 8,000 yards, it's difficult. 
 
But on top of that, we want to keep the game so enjoyable and we've trying to get more 
participation, and having the larger heads, more forgiving clubs, it adds to the enjoyment of 
the game.  So there's a very delicate balancing act where we're trying to keep the game at, 
but also as we've all recognized, the players have changed over the years, too.  When I first 
came out it was just Vijay and myself in the gyms and now seems like everyone has their 
own trainer and physios and guys got bigger, stronger, faster, more athletic like all sports. 
 
Q.  Just to follow up on that, can we put you down for bifurcation or do you still want 
to read the report and kind of think that through? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think that is certainly on discussion, it's on the table whether we 
bifurcate or not.  It's only one percent of the guys or women that are going to be using that 
type of equipment, but we want to keep the game enjoyable, we want to keep having more 
kids want to come play it.   
 
It's so difficult now, I mean, with everyone walking around with their head down because 
they can't get away from their mobile device to come out here and play a game that's 
hopefully more on the slow side, we want to have that type of enjoyment.  Part of the 
discussion going forward is do we bifurcate or not.  That's, you know, it's going to be 
probably even well after my career and my playing days that we will figure that out. 
 
Q.  And regarding this week, have you given thought to the kind of unbelievable 
storyline it would be if you were to win your 83rd title here where it started?  I mean, 
you know what it is.  Is that something you've given some thought to --  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yes, that's been mentioned. 
 
Q.  -- the symbiosis of this week?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, to come here in, what, '92 and play but to come here with my dad 
and my old pro, Rudy, who took me up here.  I remember watching Lanny Wadkins play well 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

here and win, seeing Corey Pavin and Davis and Freddie go after it.  There's a lot of history 
for me to come up here and play.  This was the second professional event I ever went to 
besides San Diego, coming up here and watching the guys play.   
 
It was the coolest thing.  I don't know if I've told this story, but on No. 8 I was over there just 
happening to be going down -- actually on the 11th tee and heard that Tom Watson was 
coming up.  So ran over to 8, Tom hit his ball to the back left pin, hit it left of the green.  I'm 
basically one of the only ones over there and Bruce was on the bag and I'm standing looking 
at the golf ball.  He comes over and says, "Move out of the way, kid," and pushes me out of 
the way.   
 
So I'm out on tour telling him this story and he says, "Well, you were in the way."  So for me 
to have experiences like that here at Riv and to have now this be my event, and hopefully on 
Sunday that we'll be having this discussion a little bit more. 
 
Q.  Tiger, one more thing on the distance.  Riviera seems maybe as well as any other 
course to have withstood the test of time and the changes, I mean, without having to 
add five, six, seven hundred yards.  What is it about this place that's allowed it do 
that? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  You know, it has and it hasn't.  We've lengthened 12, redone 8, they've 
moved a few tees back.  Yes, the alleyways are still the same, but when they moved No. 12 
back, what, 70 yards, it used to be just a 1-iron and a wedge and now you're hitting driver 
and 4-iron.  Yeah, there have been some holes that they're able to extend, but for the most 
part the confines are what they are here.  So where they've tried to add distance, they have, 
but there's really nowhere to go. 
 
Q.  Your game's evolved, too, but sort of how much more suited are you to, I guess, 
playing well here at Riviera now with your current game and how does that suit this 
place like maybe it hasn't before and I guess what maybe held you back in the early 
days?   
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, well, I have historically never really putted well here.  I've played 
here so many rounds.  It suits a natural cutter of the golf ball, so I figured that's what I have 
done pretty much my entire career, but when it comes right down to it, you've got to hit the 
ball well here because the greens are so small and they're so slopey.  But for some reason 
everything kind of breaks toward six and I still haven't quite figured that out. 
 
Yesterday when I was out there with Bubba, he was giving me pretty good grief.  He's won 
here, what, three times, and I haven't. 
 
Q.  I think you're playing with JT for, I don't know, third straight year maybe.  Just 
wanted to see if you could speak to how much someone that young provided some 
encouragement for you during some health issues, how that relationship came about 
and do you have any kind of sense how bad he wants to beat you? 
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TIGER WOODS:  JT always wants to win.  He's highly motivated and extremely competitive 
and we compete in everything we do together.  That's one of the things that I loved about 
him when I was -- exited the game for a little bit and he was kind of coming onto the scene.  
He's so interested and thirsty for knowledge.  We became really good friends and I got a 
chance to get to know him and Mike and Jenny really well.  It's an amazing family.  From 
there, our relationship has blossomed and I carried his ass in Australia.  But we've had a 
great relationship and we're going to be extremely competitive come Thursday to Friday.  To 
be paired up along with Stricks is pretty special. 
 
Q.  In what ways did he encourage you? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, the only thing that I could basically do was chip and putt, I really 
couldn't do much of that.  Even if I did that, I really couldn't do much of that. 
 
So Mike and JT would come over, pick my brain.  I would show him how to hit shots if I could 
move that particular day, and why would you hit certain shots and why would you do it.  Lo 
and behold, he's winning golf tournaments.  And to see him blossom and mature and handle 
the responsibilities that he has out here in playing and still be able to win events and win 
major championships, it's just really neat to see him blossom like that. 
 
Q.  Tiger, with Ernie announcing that he wouldn't continue as captain, I was just 
wondering, have you made your decision yet on what you do for 2021? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I talked to Ernie when we were boarding the airplane leaving 
Melbourne.  He was obviously devastated and he put everything he had into that two-year 
window and tried to change the fortunes of the International Team, rebranded the entire side 
and did some things that's never been done before on either team.  He has set a standard 
that going forward that they now have a plan going forward.  It was tough to see him, you 
know, not want to be part of it in that way.   
 
I'm struggling with the same issues because obviously there's -- as an American, we have 
two Cups that we're involved in, not just every other year where the Internationals are the 
European team.  So the responsibilities on an American are a little bit more.  
 
Q.  Since learning at the end of your round at Torrey Pines, how have you processed 
the Kobe tragedy in the last couple weeks? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It's -- I'm sure like a lot of people, it's hard to put into words, you know, 
what transpired, and the fact that it's a reality.  Part of me thinks that it's not real.  And 
finding out after Joey was telling me coming off the 18th green, that was unbelievable.  I 
don't really know what I said post round.  I was in shock just like everyone else, trying to put 
it in words going forward.  I think they were all just -- the reality of the situation is Kobe and 
Gigi are not here, but it's hard to accept.  People who are close him and all the families, it's 
just hard to accept that reality. 
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Q.  I write on performance and injury, so my question is, which body movement 
causes you the most inconsistency in your swing? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Bending, twisting, turning, moving.  Other than that, I'm all good. 
 
Q.  Tiger, have you personally been approached about the Premier Golf League 
concept and what do you think of the whole idea? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Have I been personally approached?  Yes, and my team's been aware of 
it and we've delved into the details of it and trying to figure it out just like everyone else.  
We've been down this road before with World Golf Championships and other events being 
started, or other tours want to evolve and started.  There's a lot of information that we're still 
looking at and whether it's reality or not, but just like everybody else, we're looking into it. 
 
Q.  Why do you think something like that would even have a possibility?  Is there 
something not right out here that you would like to see better? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I think that just like all events, you're trying to get the top players to play 
more collectively.  It's one of the reasons why we instituted the World Golf Championships, 
because we were only getting together five times a year, the four majors and THE 
PLAYERS, and we wanted to showcase the top players on more than just those occasions.  
We came up with the World Golf Championships and we're meeting more often.   
 
And so this is a natural evolution, whether or not things like this are going to happen, but 
ideas like this are going to happen going forward, whether it's now or any other time in the 
future. 
 
Q.  Tiger, obviously you want to win wherever you tee it up, but in regard to your 
legacy, personally, how important is it for you to win this tournament here at Riviera? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, like I was saying to Geoff, it would be nice to have this conversation 
on Sunday.  It's hard to -- I've played in a number of events over the years and for me not to 
win an event that has meant so much to me in my hometown, I've done well in San Diego, 
I've done well at Sherwood, just haven't done well here.  So hopefully I can put together this 
week and we'll have a great conversation on Sunday. 
 
Q.  I'm sorry, I may have missed this, are you playing next week in Mexico? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I have not answered that. 
 
Q.  Are you playing next week in Mexico? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I have not answered that. 
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Q.  Don't know yet? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Don't know yet. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Tiger, thanks for your time, appreciate it. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Absolutely. 
 


