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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 11, 2020 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT 
Charlie Sifford Memorial Exemption 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Joseph Bramlett into the interview room here at 
the Genesis Invitational.  Joseph is the first two-time Charlie Sifford Memorial Exemption 
winner.  Joseph, if we can get some comments.  I know that's quite an honor for you.  If we 
can get some comments on earning that exemption again? 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Yeah, it's a huge honor, I'm humbled by it.  I'm very proud to be 
here.  Yeah, Mr. Sifford, he's the Jackie Robinson of our sport.  The contributions he's made 
as far as promoting the diversity and the growth of golf have been probably unmatched.  So, 
to be here for a second time and recognized like that, I'm very honored. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  And you go way back with TGR as well, you were part of the Tiger Woods 
Junior Golf program. 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Yeah. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Talk a little bit about that relationship as well, what the foundation means to 
you. 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Yeah.  So I was fortunate to play the Tiger Woods Foundation team 
growing up at Junior World.  I believe I played 15, 16, and 17, or age 15, 16 and 17.  Yeah, I 
got to meet a lot of great kids through the program, got to play Junior World every year and it 
was a really great experience. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Earned your tour status this year through the Korn Ferry Tour last year.  Just 
talk a little bit how that tour prepared you for this year and then also your year up to date, 
how things are going?  
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Yeah, so the Korn Ferry Tour prepared me immensely for this year.  
I came out here in 2011 straight out of college and didn't have any experience with 
professional golf and everything that comes with it.  Playing on the Korn Ferry Tour for a few 
years now has really prepared me for my weekly schedule, my yearly schedule, 
understanding how to travel and manage everything that comes with professional golf. 
 
Yeah, I've been really excited to have all that knowledge and now apply it to a full season on 
the PGA TOUR and so far we've done pretty well. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Coming off of a tie for 18th last week at Pebble.  Just talk a little bit about the 
state of your game coming into Riviera. 
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JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  I feel like my game is good.  I feel like with golf it's always going 
through ups and downs.  Right now I think we're starting to be on the uptick again.  I've done 
a lot of good work in the offseason with my swing coach, John Scott Rattan, and my physical 
therapist has kept me healthy as well.  I have no restrictions at this point and I'm all in. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Good to hear.  Let's open it up for questions. 
 
Q.  Joseph, you've mentioned in the past few minutes you've kind of had to reinvent 
yourself, reinvent your swing and now you're back on the PGA TOUR, you're doing 
very well.  Is there kind of a mental vindication for all that, the doubters, anyone who 
said maybe this is it?  Was there ever a moment where you were like, I don't know if I 
can do this, to the point of where you're like, I can and now you're going up?  
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Certainly.  There were moments myself where I wondered if I was 
ever going to be healthy enough to do this.  I always believe this is what I do.  Ever since 
kindergarten I knew I wanted to play on the PGA TOUR and be golfer, so this has always 
been my vision of myself.   
 
But there were times where the injury got pretty bad and I was crawling around in my 
apartment, I couldn't brush my teeth, I couldn't go about daily activities.  So there were some 
lingering doubts there and there were some people who suggested I might not need to 
pursue this anymore as well, so you use little things like that as motivation at times.  But in 
the grand scheme of things, I've been able to watch Tiger come back a point where he 
couldn't play with his kids and now he's at the pinnacle of our sport again, so I've really used 
that as inspiration to help me get back to where I am as well. 
 
Q.  What do you feel like is different this time?  You said 2011 straight out of college, 
you came out kind of wide eyed and brand spanking new.  So with the experience 
you've had now, what do you feel like going forward with your experience now being 
back out on the PGA is different? 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Well, I have nine years of professional golf experience to lean back 
on.  Coming out of college, we would play a tournament for three days and then we would 
have two weeks off to go home, practice, do whatever.  My rookie year I remember early in 
the season playing five straight weeks, missing four cuts and I was like, I don't know how I'm 
going to do this. 
 
So being through experiences like that, I have memories now to lean back on and I have a 
much great appreciation than I ever did for being out here.  I'm at a point in my life where 
I've kind of had the game taken away from me and now I can finally do what I love to do 
every single day again.  There's something about when that's taken away and you get that 
chance back again, there's a whole greater appreciation for it, so yeah, I'm trying to make 
the most of that. 
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Q.  So earlier this morning Tiger was talking about the pros and cons to the idea of an 
imitation of the premier league.  I just wanted to know what are your thoughts, the 
idea of a premier league in golf? 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  I've got to be honest, I'm not sure what you mean by "premier 
league." 
 
Q.  It's a possible takeoff from the PGA TOUR where more of the different types of 
players can play on it, where you're getting more of the top guys going on at one time 
at each tournament as opposed to the big fewer and maybe a couple other 
tournaments.  
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Okay.  I think I've heard some rumors about it.  To be honest, I 
know so little about it, I don't know that I can make a good comment on it.  Right now I'm 
playing the PGA TOUR, which is the greatest league in the world and I'm pumped to be 
here, so I hope they keep doing whatever they're doing.  Yeah, yeah, man. 
 
Q.  At a course that is historically a little bit tricky, what is your plan of attack this 
week?  Are we going on the offense, are we going on the defense?  What's the 
strategy?   
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  I'm going to make as many birdies and few bogeys as I can.  I 
played here in 2011, that's the only other time I've been here.  I saw it yesterday, the course 
is in amazing shape, so I'm just excited to go make some birdies. 
 
Q.  Well, on behalf of the Charlie Sifford Foundation, I would like to say that your spirit 
of gratitude, I just want you to take it out there this week and just know what a 
blessing it is to be back, like you said, doing what you love.  So when you play this 
week, I just want to see a really great smile on your face. 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Amen.  
 
Q.  You were saying about that first year that you came out here, five in a row, and 
now with injury and playing nine years and whatnot, are you figuring out less can be 
more, because a lot of the times with the older PGA TOUR pros that have been out for 
a long, long time, when you ask them if you could do one thing different in your 
career, almost every single one of them said, "I would play less."  So what is part of 
your strategy now going forward? 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  It's baby steps with me, right?  So you knew me a little bit my rookie 
year and I was a guy who finished a tournament on Sunday, getting on a plane, getting there 
Sunday night.  Monday morning I'm at the new course and trying to figure everything out and 
I'd just run until my tires got no tread on them anymore.   
 
Yeah, so now I'm trying to slow things down a little bit, I'm trying to give myself Mondays just 



4 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

to breathe, just to travel.  The position I'm in right now the Korn Ferry graduate tour list on 
the reshuffle, I'm going to take whatever opportunities I get to play and I've been out for a 
long enough time that I'm fresh, I'm excited, I'm ready to play.  If I get to a point where my 
status is more secured and I'm in a place where I can pick and choose my schedule, I'll 
definitely curtail it a little bit, but right now I'm as excited as ever every time Thursday comes 
around.  So I'm just going to slow things down on Mondays, breathe a little bit on Tuesdays 
and make sure I'm ready to go when the tournament starts. 
 
Q.  One quick followup.  Being the Charlie Sifford Award winner for the second time, 
were you surprised? 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  Yeah, a little bit.  I certainly was.  I was blessed to have the 
opportunity in 2011 and I didn't know if they would be willing to give me the opportunity one 
more time.  I think given my story and what I've been through, it was certainly worth 
consideration and I'm really appreciative for getting it a second time.  This is an amazing 
opportunity for me.  This is going to be one more big event that I get to play and yeah, I'm 
just going to try to make the most of it. 
 
Q.  Talking about Charlie, when he broke through, broke the race barrier in golf, there 
was several other African-American golfers that came up with him or right after him, 
guys like Lee Elder, but over time it seems like there have been fewer and fewer 
African-American golfers that have kind of made it onto the PGA TOUR.  Do you have 
an opinion on a way -- any ways that golf can help serve and get the sport played 
more in those underserved communities and with different racial groups that can help 
it just become more of a worldwide representative sport? 
 
JOSEPH BRAMLETT:  I mean, that's the million dollar question right there. 
 
I think there's a lot of things that are happening that are contributing to changing, you know, 
the color of the sport, if you will.  When I came out here in 2011, Tiger was the only other 
guy that was out here.  Now we've got myself, Harold Varner, Cam Champ all extremely 
successful out here, so it's starting to grow again and trending up again.   
 
I think organizations like the Advocates Tour is doing a phenomenal job putting together a 
full schedule for guys to play and guys to compete with each other.  I think there's millions of 
different ways that people can go.  I know Cam is putting on a junior tournament that's going 
to help get young kids of color playing the game together.  I grew up playing in the Bill 
Dickey Invitational every year, so I got to meet a lot of great kids through that organization 
and lifetime friends through that.  There's a lot of things that the game can do.  I think that 
this exemption right here is a great platform and I'm really proud to represent that, and as I 
have more success in my career, I can try to contribute to that as well.  
 
JOHN BUSH:  Joseph, we appreciate your time.  Best of luck this week. 
 


