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DRIVE ON with Gerina Piller 
January 22, 2020 
 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We are live from the Gainbridge LPGA at Boca Rio for a very special 
announcement.  Last year the LPGA launched a new brand positioning that we call Drive 
On.  It's a message rooted in golf but extends beyond our sport.  It's focused on the 
motivating power of big dreams, finding the vision to see beyond what has already been 
done and believing that something greater is possible. 
 
Today we're very excited to announce the latest Drive On spot, our third player feature, 
featuring Gerina pillar here, who's entering her 10th year on the LPGA Tour.   
 
Joining Gerina on stage is LPGA chief brand and communications officer, Roberta Bowman.  
Roberta's the woman who's led the LPGA through this brand positioning and the launch of 
Drive On.   
 
Roberta, can you please start by giving us a little background on Drive On and the 
45-second spot, This Is For Every Girl, that helped launch Drive On?   
 
ROBERTA BOWMAN:  Sure.  Thank you and thank you all for joining us.  I know we have 
at least a couple of folks in the room today that are new to covering the LPGA, so happy to 
say that this is our 70th year of providing opportunities for women and girls to achieve their 
dreams through golf.   
 
Last year when we did our brand refresh, we wanted to honor that history as well as 
extending the reach of the LPGA beyond current golfers and to other people that would be 
inspired to perhaps come and be part of the game through the connections to our players 
and our story. 
 
So we launched Drive On back in March and we did it with a new type of video for the 
LPGA.  I know some of you have seen it before, but just to calibrate for our new viewers 
today, if we could roll the film.   
 
(Video played.) 
 
ROBERTA BOWMAN:  So the opportunity that we have had is to share the remarkable 
stories of our LPGA professionals and members.  It's been a labor of love to do that.  
Brianne mentioned that our first player profile was Lizette Salas and we launched that in 
conjunction with her hometown in L.A. back in April.  Then we introduced Mariah 
Stackhouse's piece back in September.  And without further ado, it is my pleasure to share 
the premier of our latest spot, Where You Can Go.   
 
(Video played.) 
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ROBERTA BOWMAN:  I hate to do it to her, but we always like to run these a second time.  
Could you roll the tape again? 
 
(Video played.) 
 
MODERATOR:  Gerina, we can see the emotion right on your face here.  Can you try to put 
into words what it means for you to share this part of your story and to be featured in the 
Drive On campaign? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, it's very special just because I know that not only I've worked hard, 
but it doesn't seem as hard as what my mom has gone through and has done.  It's very 
special to grow up where I grew up and to be where I am today and hopefully inspire just 
one -- I'm just hoping to get one little girl, one little boy, one woman, one mom, one athlete, 
just anything. 
 
I'm very honored and thankful that they chose me to do this.  Yeah, it just gets me. 
 
MODERATOR:  You also wrote a piece that is now up on LPGA.com.  You talk a lot about 
the struggles you went through growing up with your family and a lot about your background 
that maybe people who are familiar with you would be surprised to learn. 
 
How much did those experiences shape you into the person you are today? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Well, the crazy thing about those experiences is when you go through 
them, you don't really know any different.  Going to college with my mom, and we actually 
lived in the family dorms, like I thought everyone did that.  I thought that was like the thing 
you did was you went to college with your parents. 
 
To this day it's so special.  When my mom graduated at the top of her graduation cap she 
put "We Did It."  As a kid, you're just like, "Good job, Mom," like where's the cookies or are 
we going to get some cake.   
 
But to look back on that and now that I'm 34, approaching 35 and she was 35 when she got 
her degree, to kind of look back on what she did, what she achieved and just kind of paved 
the way for myself and my brothers and sister is pretty incredible.  So I'm just very fortunate 
to be where I am and to have this opportunity to share my story and hopefully make an 
impact on someone's life. 
 
MODERATOR:  Roberta, question for you:  What was it about Gerina's story that made you 
want to focus on her for this Drive On spot? 
 
ROBERTA BOWMAN:  Yeah, and like a lot of you, I've known Gerina for years.  We served 
on the board together.  At least I thought I knew Gerina.  Then we were together back in 
Dallas in September, we were doing a sponsor Q and A, and just the way you started to 
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disclose your background and talk about it as part of your important journey going forward, I 
said, "There's something really special here." 
 
So Gerina yesterday had an opportunity to talk at a women's program and we wanted very 
much to complete this spot so we could share it there.  We made it by maybe six hours 
before we finished. 
 
But what I love about this story is it's a family story.  Every member of Gerina's family has 
been part of her journey.  Whether it's her brothers, her mother, her stepfather, obviously her 
fabulous husband now and little boy, every one of them plays a role in who you are and your 
role on the LPGA, and thank you for trusting us to share that story. 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gerina, you mentioned wanting to be an example for others.  Why is it so 
important for you to be a role model for the next generation and to share your story and 
experiences? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  I think it's important just because I was that little girl, I was that little girl 
looking for something to inspire me.  It became my mother and the hardships that she went 
through.   
 
Just because you come from a small town and the trajectory of where you come from isn't 
necessarily very high or, you know, my parents found a way to help me find those 
opportunities.   
 
I don't know if you -- we didn't really explain, but in the video, the old video of me swinging 
that looks like I made it on a projector, that was a video that I actually used to get into 
college.  I was not recruited to go to college, they weren't knocking on my door.  I don't think 
many coaches go to New Mexico for college golfers.  So my dad and I sat there on the 
range and the chipping green and putting green and filmed it with a VHS camcorder.  We 
made VHS tapes, made copies of it, I drew out a letter, sent it off to near by colleges.  
 
To try to be that inspiration and give back, because I know how much that helped me just to 
see my mom and where she was and where she went.  This last May she retired from 
teaching and that's what she went to college for.  I'm just hoping that I can be that inspiration 
for somebody else. 
 
ROBERTA BOWMAN:  Can I jump in, because Gerina and I have done this now twice 
where we've done this Q and A and I have to ask you to tell the story about your mom and 
when she was teaching PE and what she told her kids. 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Because you want to make me want to cry. 
 
So my mom's a PE teacher, she teaches elementary PE.  She would tell her kids that two 
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kids out of the class could be Olympic athletes, and obviously in 2016 I had the opportunity 
to represent the U.S. in the Olympics.  It was just really special that now she could tell her 
kids that her daughter is an Olympian. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  At this time I think we'll go ahead and open it up for questions. 
 
Q.  Does it give you a different perspective on everything that your mother went 
through to provide for you and your brothers? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Oh, for sure.  I feel like I somewhat have my feet underneath me and it is 
hard.  I couldn't imagine being a single mother, trying to go back to school, working jobs and 
trying to be the best mother she could to us.   
 
The most awesome part about that is I never once felt that my mom did not love me or that 
she didn't spend time with me.  She was a little hard on me at times, but we get to sit and 
laugh and joke with my brothers after the fact. 
 
Having my son, it just -- it makes you very selfless.  I'm sure you know that as well.  Golf is a 
very self-centered game because it's all on you.  You get the successes, you get the 
failures, but he is definitely part of my motivation for coming back out and just wanting to do 
this for myself, for him and hopefully just kind of motivate and inspire those working mothers. 
 
Q.  On a little bit of a lighter note, you told me a story a long time ago about before 
you played golf and how you loved baseball.  Wasn't it Little League, I believe?  I'll let 
you tell the story, but it's a great story about Little League probably wasn't going to 
be your future and the older couple who liked you so much -- tell the story, please. 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Well, I grew up playing Little League baseball with my brothers.  As you 
can tell, my mom didn't have time for me to go to my girl sports, so if I was going to play 
anything, I just was dropped off with my brothers. 
 
I loved it, they probably hated it.  While I was playing baseball, a couple wanted to teach me 
to play golf, so my grandparents bought me the five-club Wilson set from Walmart.  Well, 
they never called and so I had these golf clubs in my garage.  I played every sport known to 
man.  I was a cheerleader one year, played soccer, ran track, basketball, volleyball, and 
when I went to high school, my parents were like, "Okay, you can't play 90,000 sports, like 
we need to narrow it down." 
 
So volleyball was one of my loves and that was a fall sport, so my dad's like, "Hey, we've got 
these golf clubs in the garage."  I was kind of like, "Dad, old fat men play golf, that's not a 
cool sport."  C'mon, let's be honest.  
 
ROBERTA BOWMAN:  With great respect for old fat men, by the way.  
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yes.  And so he got me on the golf course, played nine holes, shot 72.  I 
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had no clue if that was great, bad, anything.  So I go home, thumbing through the 
newspaper, this girl that shot 72 just won a tournament.  I was looking at my dad kind of like, 
"Oh, yeah."  He's like, "You played nine holes, she played 18."  I said, "I'll go practice." 
 
So ever since then I've felt that it was a huge challenge to me and just fell in love with it, and 
the opportunity just grew and grew.  Here I am today, who would have thought.  
 
Q.  Of all of the different kids that came through your mother's PE class, how many 
can call themselves Olympians?  
 
GERINA PILLER:  None, none so far.  I did not go to her PE class, she was not my coach.   
 
But actually, in 2016, believe it or not, there was another kid from Roswell, New Mexico, who 
competed.  I didn't even know he was there.  Brian Dilly was my caddie at the time and they 
were in the elevator together and they kind of -- you kind of look up and down, like, "I 
wonder what they do."  You know, so he's checking out Brian.  His name's Nathan.  It's like, 
"Oh, what do you do," and I think he's a triathlete or does like the decathlon or something 
that has a lot of stuff to do. 
 
He looked at my caddie and he's like, "Well, what do you do?"  Brian's like, "Well, I'm a 
caddie."  He's like, "Oh, yeah, I think there's a girl from my hometown that's here."  He's like, 
"Yeah, that's who I caddie for."  So that's how they met.  Then at closing ceremonies I was 
able to meet him.  So that was pretty special.   
 
Roswell actually, believe it or not, is -- I think it's pretty special in sports that all the three 
Solheim Cups, or two that I played under Nancy, there's not many towns that can say that 
two members of the Solheim Cup are being represented from a small town like our town, 
and same as for the Olympics, so it's pretty cool. 
 
Q.  Do you ever think had your dad not introduced you to golf and taken you out there 
to shoot that 72 on nine holes where you would be today in life? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Oh, jeez.  You know, I definitely wouldn't have gone to college.  We were 
in no form financially to pay for my college.   
 
My dad found out actually that a lot of girls scholarships were going to waste because of 
Title 9 and the opportunity for women and he's like, "You can get a scholarship playing golf," 
whereas I kind of wanted to play volleyball.  I'm not that tall, but that's kind of the route that I 
wanted to take, but he was really adamant that you can play golf for a college and they can 
pay for your education. 
 
So I was like, okay, I probably should do that.  So just kind of pressed into that, pressed into 
golf.  You know, picking UTEP, I didn't even know UTEP existed.  The coach came to me.  I 
had actually already verbally committed to Northern Arizona and he came up to me and he 
said he's from UTEP and I'm like, "You what?"  He's like, "El Paso."  I was like, "El Paso has 
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a college?" 
 
So I went to do a college visit and ended up having to call the Northern Arizona coach.  Of 
course, can you believe I cried when I told him I wasn't going there anymore?  Ended up 
going to UTEP and that was one of the best things that could happen. 
 
Now I'm one of five kids and my mom and dad -- my mom and myself are the only ones that 
currently hold a degree.  So it's pretty special. 
 
Q.  Did your mom play sports in high school? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Oh, yeah.  We hear it all the time. 
 
Q.  What did she play? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  She played softball, basketball, volleyball, track.  Believe it or not, when I 
was growing up we would actually have to go watch her play softball.  She would take us to 
her softball games.  It was just funny because we would go to our games and then we would 
have to go to my mom's games because she still played sports when I can remember. 
 
She is definitely still active and she is very, very, very competitive. 
 
Q.  Do you remember what jobs she had?  You said she had three jobs while she was 
going to school.  Do you remember what she was doing? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  I know one of them was she worked at an office.  I'm not exactly sure 
what she did.   
 
But the best job I thought she had was she worked at the doughnut shop.  She had to work 
early in the morning because that fit her schedule.  So she would take us and that was like a 
huge treat for us because we got to have doughnuts.  That was a big -- I was like, yeah, I 
want to grow up to work at the doughnut shop, who wouldn't?  
 
Q.  What was her degree in? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Physical education. 
 
Q.  And how soon before you shot 72 for 18 holes? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  I would say it wasn't too long after that.  I know that was -- I want to say 
that was probably 2 -- no, it was probably 1999.  When I was 17 -- I have to do some quick 
math -- so that would be 2002, I won the West -- like a qualifier to go to the Westfield Junior 
Championship and I shot 68 the last day. 
 
But don't let that steer you wrong, I could shoot 90 with the best of them.  My good was 
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really good and my bad was really bad.  We just kind of narrowed those scores together 
more as I got older. 
 
Q.  How much are you driven now to win out here?  I know so much of your focus is 
on AJ, but what would it mean to you to win out hear? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  You know, I've always saw myself and pictured myself as someone who 
wins on Tour, but now that I have my son, and it's not like I wasn't motivated before, but to 
have him, be on the 18th green when I hole out or just -- I was talking yesterday that I 
just -- I don't want him to hear like, "Yeah, Mom, I heard you were a pretty good golfer."  Like 
I still want to compete and I want to show him that girls, women, females are strong, and that 
I can still beat his dad. 
 
Q.  My last thing is, as you know I've got relatives there in Roswell and they talk all the 
time about what you've meant to that city.  Do you have a sense for what you mean to 
Roswell and does it relate to how you saw Nancy? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  I don't have a sense of that because I don't get to go back often, but 
they've always been super supportive of me and that is why to this day I will always be from 
Roswell, New Mexico.  Growing up in Roswell and having the elementary school named 
after Nancy Lopez and going to Goddard High and walking into that cafeteria and seeing 
"Nancy ate here."  I was new to golf and I didn't -- it didn't quite register.  I was like, yeah, 
she's a good golfer.  But it wasn't until I went to college, got on Tour and I was like, wow, this 
lady is amazing.  Like why don't we just change the name from Roswell to Nancy, because 
that's what it should be. 
 
Q.  There's actually a sign in the cafeteria like legitimately?   
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yeah.  Like where you walk up to get your tray, at the top of it it 
says -- it's a painted blue piece of wood and it says, "Nancy Lopez ate here."  It's awesome. 
 
Q.  Gerina, you're a Symetra Tour graduate.  How did your time out there embody your 
journey and how did your upbringing prepare you for that start of your career? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  You know, it's been very fundamental and key to my success.  I think it's 
a huge steppingstone for not only me as a person, but my golf game.  If it was up to me, I 
would have gone to Q-School right out of college, which I tried and I did.  Didn't get my Tour 
card.   
 
I would have wanted to get my Tour card, come out here, but I think it was very important 
that I went to the Symetra Tour and got out of the small towns and saw what was out here 
and the great golf.  I just learned so much as a person and as a golfer going through the 
Symetra Tour.   
 
I think even my -- I guess it would probably be 2009 -- I'm sorry, 2010, I had very conditional 
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LPGA status and I could have probably gotten into a handful of LPGA events, but the best 
decision I made was to not take those opportunities and put all my eggs into the Symetra 
basket and try to get my Tour card that way, and I was able to achieve that.   
 
You know, I'm a firm believer in things happen for a reason and at the right time, and it was 
whenever I was ready because I have firm belief that if I were to turn pro and go straight into 
the LPGA right out of college, I probably would have not kept my card, failed and I probably 
wouldn't be here today.  So it was definitely a huge steppingstone for me not only as a 
person, but as a golfer. 
 
Q.  You're obviously very close with your mother and she obviously has meant a 
great deal to you.  Is it true that your careers coincided with each other in terms of her 
career as a teacher and your career as a professional golfer, because my assumption 
is she then became a PE teacher when she graduated from college at the same time 
as you; is that right? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yes.  It's probably a little -- she started a little faster than me or sooner 
than me.  She graduated college when I was 9. 
 
Q.  So when you said family, I was confused.  You said family dorms at the 
beginning?  
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, we went to -- so we had to move away to the main campus for a 
year and a half. 
 
Q.  So you weren't in college at the time?  
 
GERINA PILLER:  No. 
 
Q.  You were very young? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, I was 8 and 9 years old.  So we had to move away for like a year 
and a half for her to do her student teaching, and then that's where she graduated and then 
we moved back to Roswell.  Because Roswell has a branch of Eastern New Mexico 
University, and so when you get to like your specific major, you have to go to the actual 
campus to finish.  So that took a year and a half, so we got to go to college with mom. 
 
Q.  That makes perfect sense.  So just finally, you mentioned about the Symetra Tour 
and obviously you had some hardships growing up.  You said financially it would 
have been very tough to go to college without a scholarship.  Were there any 
hardships for you as you started your career as a professional? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yes, there was.  I had -- I had a sponsor my first year on the Symetra 
Tour and after that year it didn't end well.  He had helped me buy a car and he had taken my 
car and dropped me from the sponsorship.   
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So I basically had nothing.  Like I was -- I had just moved to Dallas.  I had to take the car 
back to El Paso.  My mom met me there to go pick me up, and we're sitting in the car after it 
was all done and I'm like, I'm seriously like a bum, like I don't have a car, I don't have a job, 
like I don't know what I'm going to do. 
 
So we're rolling through like do I get a job?  Do I try to -- you know, do I just give golf up?   
 
Such a blessing, Roswell came through and there was some golfers from Roswell that went 
to UTEP.  They got some people together and threw in some money.  A dealership from 
Roswell, Desert Sun, sponsored my car, gave me a car to drive and got me back on my feet 
and away I went. 
 
Q.  Since your mom's retired, I was just curious how often she's out with you and AJ. 
 
GERINA PILLER:  She will be out every week when we're in the States.  She'll travel with 
me and help just do the logistics of traveling.   
 
It's a win-win for I think all three of us.  I love having my mom out, I love showing her what I 
do, and she gets to spend time with her grandson.  And she's retired.  My son just loves her 
to death.  So I think it's already getting to the point where if I don't do something or I tell him 
"no," there he goes running to grandma.  He's learned that real quick.  
 
MODERATOR:  Gerina, in closing, what's your final message to people that are now 
watching this spot? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Well, I just hope that my story, whether it's how I grew up, being a 
mother, a wife, a sister, a daughter, that I inspire anybody. 
 
I had dreams and aspirations to be a professional athlete.  It may have not been in golf, but 
through hard work and just being adamant about it, not giving up and being patient.  Things 
don't always happen on our times, but they will happen.   
 
I'm just very blessed to be where I am and thankful for the LPGA for providing me an 
opportunity to showcase what I've been given and for them to do such a great job of 
showcasing myself and my family and my story, so thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  I'll get closing thoughts from Roberta as well and maybe a tease on future 
Drive On plans? 
 
ROBERTA BOWMAN:  No.   
 
I have to say, I would like to exert executive privilege and I think we should rename this spot, 
"Thanks, Mom," and so we will. 
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MODERATOR:  All right.  Well, thank you guys so much for coming.  Gerina, especially to 
you, thank you so much for sharing your story and trusting the LPGA with your story.  I hope 
everyone enjoys it and those to come.  Thank you very much.  Drive On.  
 


