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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW   
January 24, 2020 
 
RYAN PALMER  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Five champions in this event have opened with par or higher.  You shot even 
yesterday, you lit it up today. 
 
RYAN PALMER:  Yeah, no, yesterday was a good day.  I was 3 over through my first eight 
holes.  To shoot 3 under my last 10 and get an even par round on the South Course was 
good.   
 
I knew today when I got out here it was going to -- the low rounds were out here.  A good 5, 
6 under par round was to be had.  I just took what I had and it turned into a 62.  So driving 
the ball great and I was able to finally get some putts to go in.  And the golf course with the 
par 5s reachable and No. 11 as well, so it's a golf course you can take if you're hitting it well. 
 
Q.  So do you really think that momentum started then obviously yesterday and that 
score's misleading, finishing the way you did on the South Course?  Did you feel it 
coming to the first tee today? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  Oh, no doubt.  I knew I had to play a good round to be in position to have 
a good weekend, but I knew my game was in good shape.  Those 10 holes were solid.  I 
was 3 under par for 10 holes on that golf course, the South, so that's a lot of good golf.  You 
see some of the scores.  Yeah, it carried over to today.  I put a lot of extra work on the 
putting green before I teed off and it showed on the greens.  What a fun day to shoot 62 
obviously. 
 
Q.  It was fun to watch.  The work paid off.  Last question before we let you go, we go 
back to the South Course tomorrow, obviously you want to stay aggressive, keep it 
going, but it is a different golf course, different mindset.  How do we switch gears 
between now and Saturday? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  You know, the same mindset off the tee is going to be crucial.  The 
rough's thick enough to where you have to hit the driver good and fortunately we're doing 
that.  If I keep driving the ball the way I have been, I'll have a lot of chances, I think.  
Depends on how they set the golf course up with some of the par 5s.  We said 2 under par 
every day and see where we stood, so we're a little ahead of that right now, so that's good.  
If I shoot a couple under par tomorrow, we'll be in good shape. 
 
Q.  Can you talk about the bogey at the last?  No, I'm kidding.  When you look at -- you 
played well at this golf course before.  When you look at the leaderboard, a lot of guys 
who usually play well here.  Is it just a matter of hitting the ball far or is it little 
nuances when you look at how guys compete? 
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RYAN PALMER:  Well, this golf course, it's a matter of hitting it in the fairway, for sure.  
Yeah, you come into a week like this knowing the big guns are here.  I mean, all the guys 
you want to play with each and every week are playing this week.   
 
It's a hard golf course obviously, the South, and you want to compete because you want to 
be in that arena with the guys that are playing well and the guys that are winning. 
 
So I knew going into today I was in good shape because I played my last 10 holes 3 under 
yesterday to get back to even par, so a lot of momentum there.  The way I'm driving it, I 
knew this golf course you could shoot 5, 6 under par pretty easy.  Just got the putter rolling 
and was able to hit a lot of close shots as well. 
 
So yeah, to make bogey at the last is never fun, but you miss the fairway and pay a penalty, 
and I did.  I assume I'm leading, I haven't even looked at a leaderboard.  I don't know where 
I stand, but it's exciting.  I'm excited where my game's at and the chance this weekend. 
 
Q.  Did you see that coming today? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  No.  I mean, you never see a 62 coming, that's the thing.  You never -- I 
felt I needed to shoot 4, 5 under par for sure.  I felt 4 under par was par I felt.  You never 
know when you're going to shoot those low ones like that.  I know I'm capable of doing it on 
certain golf courses, I've done it numerous times.  I knew if I got the putter rolling I was going 
to have a good day.  Did a little extra work before I teed off and it showed. 
 
Q.  How much different is this golf course than the one that you shot 62 on in '06? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  Yeah, I don't remember much -- I mean, the shape of the holes haven't 
changed.  The par 5s are still reachable.  There's less rough.  And, I mean, I shot 76 on that 
golf course the year after that, so that's why I disappeared from this tournament for five 
years. 
 
Q.  Is it really? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  Yeah.  We came back fine in '18 to play it and I found the golf course I 
liked.  A tough golf course on the South plays to my game right now. 
 
Q.  Did it change your perception of the tournament that the North was changed? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  No.  I knew you had to hit it good.  If you drive it offline out there, it's just 
as bad on the South because the rough is just as thick.  If you don't keep the ball in the 
fairway on either golf course you're going to struggle, I think.  That's why I'm so excited 
about the weekend, the way I'm driving it.  The ball's in the fairway on the South and if you 
salvage a couple under par, you're in good shape. 
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Q.  Are you thinking that's the way it may go?  Five of the last seven times here it's 
actually come back from -- 
 
RYAN PALMER:  We set out for the week, we said if we shot 2 under every day, we would 
have a chance and be close, at least have a chance to win.  So it's nice to be ahead of that 
mark by two.  It's not a golf course that you're going to go out and shoot low.  Obviously, I 
can't say his name, shot 66. 
 
Q.  Sebastian?  
 
RYAN PALMER:  Sebastian, and then Bubba played great on that golf course as well.  But I 
think when it gets on the weekend things tighten up a little bit as far as pressure.  I don't see 
any low rounds out there.  I think a low round on that golf course tomorrow and Sunday is 
probably 4 or 5 under par.  We shoot a couple under, we'll be in good shape. 
 
Q.  I know it was a loss in '18, but do you take confidence from the fact you were 
there? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  Oh, no doubt.  That's huge confidence, and I played well last year.  If we 
drive the ball well tomorrow, the greens will be a little bit different because it's different grass 
than the North Course, so there will be a few more bumps around some of the greens with 
the poa annua.  It's a patient golf course and that's what you're going to have to take on the 
South the next two days is patience, knowing you're going to bounce a few balls on the 
green.  So we'll do that and see where we stand. 
 
Q.  What did you walk back from '18 when you walked away from here?  What would 
you have liked back or what would you -- what did you think about when you walked 
away? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  The tee shot on 18 probably in regulation.  I had to lay up because I 
ended up hitting it close to make birdie and then the wedge in the playoff, but I'd probably 
say the tee shot.  There's nothing that stood out, stands out from that tournament that year 
that was like, oh, man, I had it.  I was fortunate enough to be in that position, just came up 
short. 
 
Q.  You said that there aren't any leaderboards out on the North.  Do you have any 
idea --  
 
RYAN PALMER:  I have no idea, no.  I almost looked at my phone to look, but I said just 
don't look, we'll see when we get done.  I knew it was close.  I knew I would be close.  Yeah, 
I saw when I got done.  I don't know where it's at now, but it's exciting to be in the final group 
at any golf tournament so you want to make the best of it. 
 
Q.  You said you never saw a 62 coming.  How many times in your career have you 
shot 10 birdies in a round? 
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RYAN PALMER:  I've shot 62 several times, 61.  I have to go back and look how many 
times.  But you never do, you can never wake up the next morning and say, oh, today's 
going to be a good day, we're going to shoot 62.  It's just not going to happen. 
 
When you get the chance to get the ball rolling, you get 5 under through six and you're 7 
through eight or nine or seven through 10, you start thinking about lower rounds obviously.  
You don't want to start thinking about shooting 59 or something like that.  Keep going on 
each hole and knowing you're putting well.  It's funny when you are feeling that way, the hole 
gets bigger. 
 
Q.  Do you start to feel like after you get through four, five, six of them -- 
 
RYAN PALMER:  Oh, yeah, for sure, and it's like your misses are good.  I hit a shot on 12, 
the par 3, and I hit it left of the pin, which probably nobody did all day.  I pulled it way left and 
happened to be 10 feet.  Things like that happen. 
 
I hit a lot of tee shots that would end up in wear spots in the rough where I could get a club 
to get to the green.  Small things like that happen in a round of golf when you shoot low, for 
sure. 
 
Q.  Kind of surprising it was here at this course? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  No, not on the North because all the par 5s are reachable, you've got a 
drivable par 4 pretty much.  I mean, 6, 7 pars you expect on the golf course.  Is it possible?  I 
didn't think it was possible, but you never know.  I believe in what I can do and I've been 
known to go low, so today was one of those days. 
 
Q.  You didn't think (inaudible)? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  No, I didn't think 62.  I wanted to shoot 67 and move on. 
 
Q.  Without giving us all the putts, what were the key putts, distances?  What were the 
good ones?  We don't have Shotlink. 
 
RYAN PALMER:  Oh, gosh. 
 
Q.  I've got the holes, do you need any help? 
 
RYAN PALMER:  I'm trying to think of the putts I made.  I never made anything long.  They 
were all within inside 20 feet, everything I made.  I think the biggest putt was probably the 
putt on 18, I made a six-footer for bogey, you know.  I never made anything crazy outside 
20 feet.  I hit it pretty close all day inside of 18 feet, so nothing really stands out that if I 
wouldn't have made this, you know, keep going.  It's one of those ball-striking days and 
made the putts.  


