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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 23, 2020 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA  ( -2) 
 
 
Q.  Overall, how do you describe your day today, Collin? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  It was an okay day.  Yeah, playing with Tiger's fun.  I think that's 
what you guys are asking.  Yeah, you know, I think my round was up and down a little bit.  
Didn't putt great, but overall kept in it, only so many back, so we've got a few more days. 
 
Q.  What's it really like when you're out there with him?  Like do you feel like you have 
any added pressure or anything like that? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  No.  You know, I had to tell myself to just focus on golf after that first 
hole because I could just focus on Tiger and watch him the entire day and realize I forgot 
how to play golf.  And that's what I'm out here to do, I'm out here to win.   
 
It's really cool to play with him finally and to get a round in with him because crowds are 
different.  There's just nothing like it, you can't describe it.  You can't tell someone what it's 
like to play with Tiger because you're in your own little world right there.  But getting to know 
him a couple times before this just made things easier.  He's another guy that wants to go 
beat everyone else and that's what we're trying to do as well.  So yeah, no, it's just a fun 
day.  Let one slip on 18, but that's all right. 
 
Q.  You tell yourself concentrate on golf, don't let the other stuff distract you.  Do you 
have to keep reminding yourself during the course of the round? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  No, I think it was just after that second shot in the fairway on No. 1 
after the nerves kind of really just kind of went away, let's just go play golf.  It was a perfect 
day other than now, there's no wind out there, it was just -- everything was set up to score 
well.   
 
It's just fun to see him hit some shots, hit some really good shots, make some putts.  You 
know, you're never going to complain when you're in a group with Tiger. 
 
Q.  It's interesting, you guys finish up and then the fog rolls in. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  You know, we'll take that. 
 
Q.  What are you looking forward to tomorrow? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Just another good round.  South's a completely different course, a 
little longer, greens are a little bigger, they've got a little more slope.  Just got to start off 
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getting the ball in the fairway.  It's going to be, I'm guessing, probably more crowds, which is 
nice to see that.  So yeah, I think tomorrow I've just got to keep doing what I've been doing 
and just roll some putts in. 
 
Q.  Have you played the South yet since it's been redesigned? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  No, this is the first week I've ever played Torrey.  I came here to the 
clubhouse when I was little and just took some pictures, but other than that I've never played 
it.  Yeah, the redesign is new to me, so it's kind of nice to not know what it was like before 
and just play from there. 
 
Q.  When you get those big galleries, I mean disregard the Tiger factor for the 
moment, but when you're playing before a big crowd, what does that do for your 
game?  Does it kind of juice you up? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  No.  It makes the fairways look smaller, makes everything look a 
little more narrow. 
 
Q.  More pressure on you that way? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I think it helps.  I love it, the noises, whatever, but those guys are all 
there to root you on.  Yeah, they're watching Tiger, but they're still having fun with my shots.  
If I make a birdie, they're still clapping.  So I think the fans are awesome, I love seeing them 
out there.  That's why we're here, we're here to just play our best golf and have people enjoy 
that, and I love every part of it. 
 


