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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
January 23, 2020 
 
YUI KAWAMATO 
 
 
(Through interpreter) 
 
Q.  Yui, your first LPGA Tour event as an LPGA professional.  How do you feel coming 
off your first round?  
 
YUI KAWAMOTO:  It's totally different from Japan.  I was very excited but also nervous, and 
I'm really happy that I finished like this today. 
 
Q.  As a 2020 rookie, the last time we saw you was Q Series.  What have you been 
doing in preparation for your first event as a rookie? 
 
YUI KAWAMOTO:  So I felt like I needed to work more on short games, so that's probably 
one of the main parts that I've been working on.  And I've been to -- since the type of grass 
is different from Japan, yeah, I tried to adjust to the grass here. 
 
Q.  What's the transition been like from the JLPGA to now the LPGA Tour? 
 
YUI KAWAMOTO:  So becoming LPGA member is one of my big dreams.  I've been 
working hard to be on this stage, so I'm very happy to be here and looking forward to it, 
yeah. 
 
Q.  Now, we were talking with your manager and you're very close with another 
Japanese player about your age, Nasa Hataoka.  What's it like being able to have a 
friend like her out here on Tour as you are adjusting? 
 
YUI KAWAMOTO:  I have huge respect for her and very happy to be able to compete with 
her, but I feel like I still have a gap between her.  So I'll try my best here and prove that I'm 
an LPGA member. 
 
Q.  What were your expectations coming into this week?  I mean, you're leading right 
now.  Were you prepared for something like that? 
 
YUI KAWAMOTO:  I've been prepping for a moment like this, so I'm very happy with it.  I 
feel comfortable that I was able to play like this.  I feel like I was able to prove that I can play 
here.  My goal is to play four days. 
 
Q.  I have to ask, obviously with the Olympics being hosted in Japan this year, how 
much is that on your radar?  Do you think about that that much? 
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YUI KAWAMOTO:  So obviously that's a big goal for me, but it's going to be a very tough 
competition.  I have to get into top-15 to qualify for it.  There's still time until June.  I'll try my 
best to reach that goal. 
 
Q.  Did you set any 2020 goals for this season? 
 
YUI KAWAMOTO:  My goal is to win, obviously win, and also top-10 on the list, and to do 
that I need to play solid golf.  I'll try my best.  And I want to play with the top players, too, so 
that's my goal.  
 
Q.  Top-10 on the Money List?  
 
INTERPRETER:  Money List. 
 
Q.  I've never seen a hair ribbon sponsor before.  Does anyone else in Japan have one 
or are you the first?  
 
INTERPRETER:  Only her. 
 
Q.  And have you been wearing hair ribbons your whole golfing life? 
 
YUI KAWAMOTO:  Yes, since middle school.   
 
INTERPRETER:  Her first name, Yui, it means to tie ribbon.  It means tie in Japanese 
character.    
 
Q.  So that's your signature?   
 
INTERPRETER:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Do you have a nickname? 
 
YUI KAWAMOTO:  Yui.  
 
INTERPRETER:  She wants one. 
 
Q.  We'll come up with one. 
 


