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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 23, 2020 
 
BYEONG HUN AN  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Ben, a clean card today, 5 under par.  That's not easy to do, so how did you do it? 
 
BYEONG HUN AN:  Made loads of up-and-downs.  I struggled off the tee a little bit on the 
front nine.  Back nine was much better so I had more birdie chances, but the front nine was 
a struggle.  I hit two fairways.  My short game was on point.  I think I missed to the right in 
places and then made some good par putts, long par putts on No. 18 and then some short 
ones all over the place.  It was not the easiest 5 under, that's for sure.  Made some good 
birdies.   
 
Then I think the saves are big, the par saves.  There was a par save on the front nine that 
kind of helped me keep my momentum going to the back nine, because I was 2 under and 
then made some good birdies on the back nine.  At the end it was a clean card. 
 
Q.  Do you take confidence in that if you just clean up the driver a little bit then or 
clean it up off the tee, you can do it better tomorrow? 
 
BYEONG HUN AN:  Yeah, I think so.  I struggled off the tee beginning of this week and end 
of last week, so I told myself my short game's been pretty good, so anywhere, just put it in 
play, grind it out, and if I have a chance, to try and make some birdies.  That was exactly 
what the round was like today, I think.  I struggled off the tee a little bit, I think, and I grinded 
it out to make some pars, then took advantage of the par 5s and then got some good birdies.  
You know, those are the things, especially a course like here, and tomorrow as well, South 
Course is pretty tough.  Try to make loads of par saves.  If I get birdie chances, great.  If not, 
just try and make pars. 
 
Q.  What was working so well out there for you today? 
 
BYEONG HUN AN:  Loads of par saves, because I wasn't driving it right on the front nine.  
Back nine, I actually drove it a lot better and had a lot more birdie chances.  I think the front 
nine, the up-and-downs I made the couple holes, I think they were pretty good.  
 
Q.  Those are always kind of the ones that keep your rounds going.  When you have 
those, do you feel momentum kind of stay with you and know that you can kind of 
pick up some shots at other times? 
 
BYEONG HUN AN:  Yeah, I think so, definitely.  I made a good bunker save on the 18th 
hole; I think it was about a 15-footer for par.  Those are things that can help big time.  And 
the next hole I hit it to like two feet and made a birdie.   
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It's better, sometimes better to not think it that way because let's say if I miss a putt and you 
want to start again and try and do something better about it, you know, it's a big boost when 
you make those putts and make the saves.  That was like -- that's exactly like today, I think.  
Struggled a little bit on the front nine, but back nine I was driving a lot better, hitting a lot 
better shots.  It's only a one-shot difference, but still I felt -- the golf course felt much easier 
than the front nine and I struggled with the drives. 
 
Q.  How big was it to get off to such a good start on the North Course knowing you've 
got the South tomorrow? 
 
BYEONG HUN AN:  Yeah, because I know the South plays tougher, it's a little bit longer 
and a tougher golf course, so I think it gave me some room to make some mistakes.  You 
know, it is crucial that you shoot low scores on the North and try to kind of grind it out on the 
South Course.  Still need that for one day and then I'm pretty happy with 5 under on the 
North Course, that's for sure. 
 


