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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
January 22, 2020 
 
LEXI THOMPSON 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Welcome inside the Gainbridge LPGA Boca Rio media center.  I'm here 
with 11-time LPGA Tour winner and major champion Lexi Thompson.  Let's take us back to 
last week.  You had a top-10 finish at the Diamond Resorts Tournament of Champions.  
What did you learn about your game in the first event of the season?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, well, it was my first event back.  My offseason was pretty quick, it 
was only about two, three weeks long.  Took about a week off in total with not touching a 
club, but learned a lot about my game.  I continued to work hard in the offseason so it didn't 
seem like too much of a break for me, but came out strong in the first week, played well.  
Left a few out there, but that's golf, so I'll never complain with a seventh place finish for my 
first event back. 
 
MODERATOR:  You said to me last week that you made a lot of changes in the offseason.  
Kind of can you take us through what maybe those changes might have been?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, well, it was kind of a swing change that I was making toward the 
end the year.  I had about four or five weeks off before my tournament in Japan and I knew 
there was something I needed to change in my golf swing and make it more consistent, 
because I struggled a little bit after my five-week stretch in the middle of the year, I struggled 
with my ball-striking.   
 
So I knew something had to change and I continued to work on that in those five weeks off, 
and it helped for my last two events in Japan and then at CME.  Played really well at CME 
and I continued to work on those swing changes, just my footwork and timing and everything 
better with my golf swing.  So continued to work on that and a lot of short game work as 
usual. 
 
MODERATOR:  So yesterday you had a little bit of an adventure. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  You were here mostly, but you were at the PGA Show.  What was that like 
for you and can you give us some details of how you got there?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  It was a pretty crazy day, but definitely one of the best.  I got up early, 
played the back nine here at 7:45 and went quickly to the Boca private airport here and got 
on Greg Norman's helicopter.  Never been on one before, but he was nice enough to let me 
join him on the ride up to the PGA Show.  So we went up there.  I spent about two and a half 
hours there at Demo Day and it was pretty amazing, a lot of people there to support Cobra 
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Puma and get to see all the new gear, new clubs.  So was there and then helicoptered back, 
and now here I am getting ready for my pro-am.  
 
MODERATOR:  I was going to say, what is the conversation like with Greg Norman in a 
helicopter on the way to the PGA Show?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  You know, we didn't talk too much, he was too busy actually driving the 
helicopter, which I didn't know but apparently he landed it, so it was pretty amazing.  I was in 
the back, he was up there with the pilot.  We had the headphones on so I could hear him 
talking with the pilot and everything.  It was just amazing.  It's a once-in-a-lifetime kind of 
opportunity so I was just very grateful he allowed me to join with him there. 
 
MODERATOR:  And now you're back here at Boca Rio.  You said last week to me that 
you've never had the feel of sleeping in your own bed during a tournament.  How was that 
feeling the first couple of days now that you're back in your area?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  It's pretty crazy, I've never had the opportunity to stay in my own bed.  
You finish a round and I get to go home.  It's weird.  I get to go to my own gym.  It's just a 
very relaxing feeling.  It's really different.  I can cook my own meals and just spend time at 
home with my dog, Leo, and spend time with my family, which is probably the best part.  I'm 
really enjoying it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you have a lot of family and friend coming this week?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I do, because all my family's down here in south Florida, so I'll get a lot 
of support here.  And then I'm paired up with Morgan as well, so I'm sure we'll get a pretty 
good following. 
 
MODERATOR:  So you also said that you haven't really had the opportunity to play this 
course in particular.  You just said you've been able to practice at least nine holes out here.  
What have you seen about the course so far that you like?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, before this week I got to play it twice.  Both times I played it it 
was blowing 35 miles per hour, so I don't think it was the best test, but it can get windy here.  
It was a good practice as well.  I got to play nine holes Monday, nine holes Tuesday.  It's in 
great shape for us.  A little bit colder weather than what we're used to.  I'm sure we'll get 
some wind, so it will play tough, especially the back nine.  The back nine's a little bit tighter 
than the front, but there's definitely some birdie holes out there that you can take advantage 
of. 
 
MODERATOR:  In 2018 you had a south Florida win at the CME Group TOUR 
Championship.  What would it mean to you to secure another victory here in your hometown 
area?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  It would mean the world to me.  I'm just going to take it one shot at a 
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time.  I think it's great just for women's golf in general to have another event added to the 
schedule, but let alone be here in south Florida.  There's so many great golf courses here, 
especially in Boca, and it's just great to be able to stay at home and just have the south 
Florida support at one of our events. 
 
MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions. 
 
Q.  First one, just how far or how long does it take you door to door from your house 
to get here? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  About 10, 15 minutes.  There's a lot of lights.  It's only really five and a 
half miles. 
 
Q.  I got in a little bit late, but had you ever been on a helicopter before? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  No, never been.  I was a little nervous at first because I've never been 
on one, but it was pretty amazing, I'm not gonna lie.  Going over the water and everything 
was beautiful.  
 
Q.  How often had you been around Greg Norman before? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I've been around Greg a few times just being with Cobra Puma Golf 
and then being at the QBE Shootout, his event.  So he's a great guy and such an amazing 
role model just the way he gives back to the game and he is with his fans and everything.  
He's just an amazing person. 
 
Q.  Just looking at the local angle here with Morgan, can you take us back to maybe 
the first time you ever met Morgan and your relationship, how long you've known 
her? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I don't know the first time I met Morgan, but we've known each other 
forever.  I got to play a lot of junior golf with her sister, Madison.  We used to travel a lot and 
play a lot of junior golf together.   
 
But I've known Morgan ever since I've been out here, but even before that.  I've always 
supported her in her event, Morgan and Friends.  She's just an amazing person the way she 
gives back to breast cancer and just her attitude to all her fans.  She's just a great person to 
be around and an amazing friend, so we're pretty close. 
 
Q.  So how many tickets do you have at will call or how many requests have you put 
in for the week? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  My mom did a lot of that.  I think she put in probably 30 to 40 probably.  
There's a lot. 
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MODERATOR:  Jaye Marie said she put in 60 yesterday. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I'm sure, because she's definitely a local here in Boca.  
 
MODERATOR:  I think I also want to ask you to, with the connection with Morgan, you were 
also here a couple weeks ago for Morgan and Friends and her amazing charity event.  What 
was it like to kind of see the community before being able to come here and now be 
competitive?   
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I think it's great.  It's such an honor to be able to help her with Morgan 
and Friends and the breast cancer foundation.  I'm just happy to be a part of it.  My mom's a 
survivor and obviously what happened with hers is just very sad.  Just to be able to help her 
and just to be able to raise money and bring awareness to such a special occasion and 
foundation, it means the world to me.   
 
But what's truly remarkable is St. Andrews and the community there and how much they 
support her and her event and how much they help her.  It's truly remarkable.  And I'm sure 
I'll see basically all the members from out there out here supporting us.  They're just great 
people to be around and it's very heartwarming just to be there and support her event. 
 
MODERATOR:  And as we also open the season here with so many new faces and also it's 
our first full-field event.  Have you been able to see people that you haven't seen since CME 
Group TOUR Championship? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, basically everybody.  Everybody I've seen I haven't seen since 
CME really.  It's only Morgan's event is the only one I've seen a few of the players from.  
Besides that, I've seen a lot of new faces, a lot of new rookies, so I hope all the best for 
them.  It's a great field here and a great event, so it will be a good week for all of us. 
 
Q.  Forgive me for asking this because you've probably been asked this a ton last 
year, but you're break in '18, how did it help you and how did it lead to the season you 
had last year? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  What's -- 
 
Q.  The break you took in 2018, taking off a break from your game, how did that help 
you and how did that lead to the season you had last year? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it helped me out a lot.  You know, things got tough for me in 2017 
and '18.  I don't think I really allowed myself to heal from all of it, I just continued to play and 
continued to -- because I knew I was playing well, so I wanted to keep it going.  And golf was 
kind of my way of getting away from everything and I just kind of zoned out and was kind of 
numb to it all.   
 
So I really needed the break in 2018 and it helped me out so much just being around my 
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family, getting the help that I needed.  It's helped me out with my game and just mental state 
as of now and I'm continuing to work on myself each and every day.  
 
Q.  Lexi, you've talked a lot about how the Olympics is your No. 1 goal for this year.  
Can you share what some of your other goals are for this season?  Are you someone 
who writes out and formalizes these goals or are they more of an internal thing? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, Tokyo's my No. 1 goal, to be on that team representing my 
country, for sure.  I go into every tournament wanting to win.  I don't write any of my goals 
down, I know what I want to do every time I tee it up.  My goal is to win.   
 
I just want to play good golf.  I know I've been putting in the work and practice and I just 
want to see my game keep on improving and play consistent golf.  If I can go out there and 
just play fearless, then -- I've been trying to take the more positive outlook on life as well, so 
I'm not trying to let golf control me.  So really just the improvement on and off the golf 
course, but at the same time we all want to win, but I just want to see improvement and see 
my hard work pay off. 
 
Q.  Lexi, you talked about your family.  Obviously coming from a family of golfers, just 
talk to me about what that has meant to you and how the support group has worked 
for you guys. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, I'm in a family of golfers definitely.  My two older brothers got me 
started in the game.  I started golfing when I was 5, but they were already into it.  Curtis 
being two years older and then Nick being 12 years older helped out a lot because they 
were already into golf when I first started.   
 
So I basically just went out on the golf course -- we lived on TPC Eagle Trace and went out 
there.  They were hitting balls and I just went out and watched and followed them around.  
When I got older, I slowly got into it more and more and was trying to beat them or out-drive 
them.  It was just great to have two older brothers around that kept me motivated.  I wanted 
to follow in their footsteps.   
 
They made me so much better as a player or competitor, because I played other sports as 
well, but they taught me a lot about myself and just having them around for advice and they 
were always there for me.  I think that's what's really important is to have that good family 
group and support group around you to always be there to love you no matter what and just 
be there for you for advice and just to help you through life. 
 
Q.  Curtis also had his share of struggles and he was on your bag, you know, so just 
talk to me about what that was like and how maybe you've helped him with his stuff.  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, it's amazing what he's done.  Unfortunately, I got to see him go 
through some severe struggles with his game and mental state, but I just tried to be there for 
him.  We all know -- I know he's the most talented person that I've ever seen in my life.  He 
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can hit golf shots that nobody can.  When he caddied for me and I would hit it in trouble at 
CME, he's like, oh, yeah, I see this shot like right here.  I'm like, oh, no, like I can't hit that 
shot.  I'm like, I'm pitching out.  But he sees shots and can hit shots that nobody can. 
 
That's what I see in him.  Just to see him never give up, and he was always out there 
grinding.  I know some days he didn't want to go out there, but he continued to work hard 
and train.  And just to see him tie for first at Q-School and just his play, it was truly 
remarkable.  I'm so proud of him.  And to see the fight in him, he deserves to be out there.  
He has the talent, he just has to believe in himself.  He's getting there and it's great to just 
watch the process happen. 
 
Q.  Lastly, being the youngest, did you feel the pressure of, you know, having 
to -- you're compared to so-and-so or so-and-so in the family? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  That I was comparing? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I never really felt pressure in any of that.  You know, I always looked at 
it that I was lucky.  I mean, I was lucky to have two older brothers that were into the game 
and that were good and that I had them around to be able to help with my game, on and off 
the golf course, just how I am as a person.  I always say my family is the reason why I'm 
here today.  They've always helped me through the good and bad times.  If it wasn't for 
them, I wouldn't be involved in golf or still playing right now. 
 
Q.  So much has been written about this, but having been so long since we've had an 
American at No. 1, is it important and how is it important to you guys?  How do you 
feel, is that important for an American golfer to get to No. 1? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, yeah, I think we all as athletes, we want to be No. 1 in the world, 
but the LPGA Tour is such a global tour, you have so many players from so many different 
countries.  There's a few in the top now, a few Americans in the top-10 right now, so it's 
great to see.   
 
We're trying our best.  We're all grinding away, practicing, trying to get better.  It's extremely 
tough to win out here.  The competition is getting better and better, which we want.  When 
we win, we want to know that we beat the best and we had to play our butt off to win out 
there.  So we're trying.  It's important to us obviously to represent our country, but you can't 
win every week, all you can do is try your best and see where it goes. 
 
Q.  I have two questions.  Will you have people over to your house this week or will 
you try to keep it -- your blinders on so to speak?   
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I'll probably keep it low key.  If anything, I'll actually go over to my 
parents and just be around them just to get the home feel and just be relaxed.  But no, I 
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won't have too many people over my house. 
 
Q.  No parties? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  No, no parties.  Kind of keep it low key. 
 
Q.  First of all, I'm curious if you ever thought about getting your pilot's license.  A few 
pros have done that.  And if that excites you at all or is an interest? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I've never thought about doing that.  That scares me.  I don't think I 
would want myself to be driving a plane or helicopter for that matter. 
 
Q.  And how long was it from liftoff to touchdown, your trip yesterday? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  From here to Orlando was probably about an hour and a half total.  We 
had to stop at Medalist to pick up Greg along the way.   
 
MODERATOR:  I think before we wrap it up, I just want to mention, you've talked about your 
family, but have you been able to watch Curtis at all this week and what he's been doing? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I've been following the live scoring.  Unfortunately, he got a lot of 
coverage yesterday supposedly but I was on the ride back in the helicopter.  My mom was 
like, oh, Curtis is on TV, and I'm like, I'm in the air.  I'm like, I can't watch him.  I was so 
upset.   
 
But we're very superstitious, so since I wasn't watching and he was playing well, I'm like, I'm 
just going to not watch.  I'm always following on live scoring, though.  We're always 
supporting him and hoping for the best.  So final day, I think it's going to be tough conditions 
out there so there won't be too many low scores, but we'll see. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Thank you, Lexi.  Good luck this week. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Thank you. 
 


