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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
January 22, 2020 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We are joined in the media center by Boca Raton native, Morgan Pressel.  
Thanks for stopping by, Morgan.  First time the LPGA has been in Boca since 1989 for the 
Oldsmobile LPGA Classic at Stonebridge.  You're from here.  What has the support been 
like in the community, especially among friends and family?  
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  It's been fantastic.  Certainly through the club here at Boca Rio, my 
community where I live at St. Andrews, the whole town is just really excited.  
Everybody -- you know, most of these people haven't really been to an LPGA tournament.  
It's exciting that it's right here in our backyard and a lot of people are definitely looking 
forward to coming out and supporting me and the other local players from around here.  It's 
really nice to sleep in my own bed. 
 
MODERATOR:  Speaking of the other local players, your sister, Madison, will be competing 
as a tournament sponsor exemption this week.  What's it like to have her in the field as she 
primarily plays on the Symetra Tour, and will there maybe be a little friendly sibling rivalry?  
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  No, you know, we really have never had too much of a sibling rivalry.  
We really just both support each other wholeheartedly.   
 
I know she's super excited to get an exemption into this field and is looking forward to the 
week.  She and I are both members out here, so it's close to our heart to play in front of our 
friends and family at a place we know so well.  I know she's really, really looking forward to 
it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Speaking of the support, you recently hosted the 13th annual Morgan and 
Friends right here in Boca, helping raise funds for patient care and research in the fight 
against breast cancer.  How much was raised and what has that journey been like to honor 
your late mother, especially looking back on all that you've been able to accomplish?  
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  It's really a special thing that we've all been able to do here in Boca 
Raton to give back to our community, especially through St. Andrews.  Over the last 13 
years we've raised over nine and a half million dollars.   
 
And it was actually quite neat, the Mammovan's out here on property this week, so it's kind 
of behind the 17th tee.  I even said to Rock, I said, This is neat because some of the other 
players who hear about what we do but maybe don't see it get to see that it's out there this 
week. 
 
It's really special.  Obviously Madison and I, our mother passed away when we were young, 
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12 and 15, so in any way that we can honor her and of course help other people who are 
fighting breast cancer not have the same fate that she had.  We're big on early detection and 
that's why the Mammovan's so important to us that's out there on the golf course this week.  
It's kind of a billboard that says "get your mammogram" and that's really important to us. 
 
MODERATOR:  On the golf course you had six top-10s and your sixth U.S. Solheim Cup 
team appearance last year.  How do you hope to build on your success and the overall 
excitement from the 2019 season?  
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Last year was definitely a much more positive year for me.  I had a 
couple of rough years and it's a tough game when you struggle, so it was nice to have some 
success, be in contention, certainly in contention at the British Open.  Having a chance to 
win a major championship, that's why I'm here.  That's why I want to play golf, I want to win 
tournaments.  So definitely had a much better year last year.  Just continuing to build on 
that.  I feel a lot more confident than I did a year and a half, two years ago, so there's a little 
bit of that to be said. 
 
You know, I've worked really hard with Martin Hall the last couple years to really get my 
game in a better position.  It's still not where I would like it to be and we're still kind of 
constantly tweaking it and trying to essentially get a softer ball flight and get the ball in the 
hole faster. 
 
MODERATOR:  We'll open it up to questions. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us a little bit about this golf course, just kind of give us your -- and 
how long have you been a member here? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, I've been a member here for a long time, I don't know exactly 
the number. 
 
Yeah, it's a great golf course.  I think it's a tough course.  It's probably one of the most 
difficult courses in the area, especially around the greens.  Out there today, especially with it 
being so cold today, the greens almost went a little bit dormant and are super slick, so that 
will really I think make the rest of the week challenging.  You can definitely get yourself in 
areas, if you don't know the course well enough, where you could be in a lot of trouble 
quickly.  So I think hoping a little bit of course knowledge helps me out.  We've had so much 
wind here in Florida over the last month, doesn't seem like it's letting up, so I think that will 
be one of the biggest challenges this week. 
 
Q.  How often do you get to play out here?   
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  I play out here every now and then.  It's a 15-minute drive, so it's 
nice and close and easy.  It's a beautiful place to play and practice. 
 
Q.  So I asked Jaye and Lexi this:  How many tickets have you put at will-call for the 
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week? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  I don't know that answer.  More handed them out.  I haven't been to 
will-call, I've been delivering.  A lot, which is awesome.  I mean, the support I think this 
week, and I'm playing with Lexi tomorrow and the next two days and I just handed off my 
pro-am group to her and I just said, how many people do you think are going to be out 
watching our group tomorrow?  Two local players out here.  I think it will be really neat.  It's 
really the first opportunity that I've ever had to play -- I mean, we used to play in Palm 
Beach, but it's definitely going to be really special to play here.  Even in the last month I've 
been like, okay, I've got to get my game ready, add a little extra pressure, but I'm ready for it. 
 
Q.  What are some of the challenges you'll face?  You're not used to playing at home 
in such a home crowd where you're going to be a favorite.  You're used to playing all 
over the world.  You're maybe staying at home this week.  How is that going to be 
different and how are you going to handle some of those challenges you might not be 
used to? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  I think the weirdest thing was not having to pack.  I was like, am I 
playing a tournament?  I don't have to pack, this is very strange. 
 
You know, I'm trying to -- kind of the last few days have been a little bit crazy.  I played 
Brittany's outing, my cousin got married over the weekend, I played Brittany's outing on 
Monday, yesterday was a little nuts, and then I'm going to take this afternoon and kind of try 
and rest and relax.  There are a lot of people and a lot of, I would say, more demands on me 
than would be in a normal week playing at home.  So just going to try and get the rest when I 
can.  Go back and take a nap with my dog and try and take some time off when I can.  I'm 
just really looking forward to seeing everybody tomorrow.  Looks lake the weather for the 
rest of the week will be great and, you know, I would say it's an added bonus to be able to 
stay at home more than a challenge. 
 
Q.  How many times have you and your sister been in the same LPGA field? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  I believe once. 
 
Q.  When was that? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  I believe in Texas when she was still in college, I believe, yes.  I'm 
not exactly sure what year that would have been. 
 
Q.  Can you think back in your childhood to some practicing together for anything or 
preparing for an event together, anything that sort of would remind you of then to 
now? 
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, you know, we didn't -- growing up, because we were three 
years apart, we didn't really play in a lot of the same events, and I turned professional when 
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I was 17, so we really didn't do that.  But I would say it's been great out here.  We've seen 
each other, especially the last month out here, a good bit, practiced, played together.  We 
certainly -- we play together, but it's a little bit different when you're both preparing for the 
same tournament, so it's really neat.  I certainly hope that she's able to get her Tour card 
and we can do that more often.  
 
MODERATOR:  Morgan, we'll leave you with this one.  Golf has been such an instrumental 
part of your life obviously.  Deep down, what does it mean to you specifically to have the 
LPGA Tour family stop in your hometown?  
 
MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, well, it's incredibly special to me because that's how I got 
inspired to play golf.  I was a young junior golfer growing up in this area and the LPGA used 
to have a stop in Doral, used to stop at Ibis.   
 
I remember going out and watching my idols and just really being in awe of how they played, 
of just wanting to be them.  When I got my first taste of that playing in the U.S. Open at Pine 
Needles, that was kind of when I made my decision that this is what I want to do with my life.   
 
To think that the roles have reversed and now I'm in that position to inspire another 
generation and hopefully all the youngsters here in this area to be able to bring it here, 
there's so many -- junior golf is becoming such a big thing, especially in this area.  You 
know, south Florida, we love to play golf here.  It's really the first opportunity that I think a lot 
of juniors will get to come out and watch us play and hopefully it will inspire them as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Awesome.  Thank you very much, good luck this week. 
 


