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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
17 December 2019 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA 
 
 
Q.  Twelve months now (inaudible) on Twitter and things and watching your star rise 
quite quickly. 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  Thanks, mate. 
 
Q.  Talk me through the weekend, just what it means to I guess that first win as a 
professional. 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  It was really cool.  It's cool to go home and play in front of my family 
and my friends. 
 
Q.  Home course? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  No, not my home course.  I played there a lot as a junior so I knew a 
few people who came to watch and it was really cool.  I was supposed to take a week off.  I 
managed to get a late entry.  So I played Japan third stage, New South Wales, Aussie 
Open.  I was going to have a week off this week but I decided to go home and play that 
week.  I haven't played five in a row yet, so I figured it's the end of the year, I'll have a week 
off at Christmas, so why not.  Played five on the stretch, see if I can (inaudible) better for 
next season so I think it was a good learning curve.  I played it last week with this week in 
mind, so I looked after my body really good, hit a lot of drivers.  That's my game, I hit a lot of 
drivers even though there were probably a lot of holes that didn't suit out there, but to get 
ready for this week so it was cool.  Yeah, just went out, tried to make heaps of birdies and 
that's what happened, yeah. 
 
Q.  That seems to be what you do.  Is it kind of when you're on it, you go real low?  
What's the lowest round you remember? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  Yeah.  Well, I've hit a few 11, a few teens, eight to nines. 
 
Q.  When did you have one as a one kid that you went, oh --   
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  So we played that course, two rounds at that course (inaudible).  I had 
23 under there, (inaudible) one below, eight or nine. I think it was the first time I went low.  
Then I hit the (inaudible) in stroke play, opened with 10 under and shot 22 under, so that 
was cool. 
 
Q.  How old were you? 
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DENZEL IEREMIA:  In stroke play, maybe 16.  The junior, it was a junior event I shot 23, I 
think I might have been more around 15.  Yeah, it's cool.  I've always had like the ability to 
go low but I figured out when I was a bit younger. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible.)  
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  I've always thought like once -- it's the ability to get to like 5 or 1six 
under and then say get another one.  And once you get to 7, another one.  Then eight, then 
another one, nine.  When I play now, that's what it's about.  I think professional golf you 
need to have that mindset, especially on like the lower tours where the courses aren't as 
hard.  Like on the Korn Ferry Tour, they make so many birdies, it's just a race -- it's a 
marathon four rounds, but at the same time everyone's foot to the floor like from the get-go.  
I'm starting to learn that you need it get off to better starts to compete.  I managed to do that 
the last -- well, Aussie Open and last week, New South Wales, I was quite far behind, I was 
2 over after the first round. 
 
Q.  What do you take away from your experience being in the hunt? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  It was awesome.  I didn't manage to get close enough to the lead to 
have a real shot on Sunday, but every day I played real solid.  Nice to play with some big 
names.  (Inaudible.)  I learned a lot off him as well.  They told me to keep doing what I'm 
doing, keep playing aggressive and then just work on my short game.  There's a difference 
in my short game, like Louis, Tringale, Leishman's short game, so I asked them a lot of 
questions about it.    
 
Q.  What did you take away?  What were the common things they said to you? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  It was all positive. 
 
Q.  I mean, when you ask them questions about short game, do you ask them sort of 
practice things or technique things? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  It was more like, say if it's a par-5, it was more about how to get the ball 
in the hole in the least amount of shots.  If they could get up around the green, they would 
always do that.  If they couldn't do that, they they'd lay it back and have a wedge in, which 
they're really good with their wedges as well.  But every time they were up around the 
greens, you seemed to notice that they always had like a five-footer to make birdie or 
something.  Even if it's a tough hole where they missed the green, they've always got a shot 
at making par.  Never right off the hole with a bad short game shot.  Leishman was showing 
me this shot.  In the swales, it's quite grainy and quite tight.  My decision is to putt a let of 
them and I did it quite well, but he hit a shot, he hit like a 4-, 5-, 6-iron and just managed to 
roll along the ground.  It's so cool.  He said he just putts it with that club, so going to try it this 
week, but it's not quite tight enough to use that around here.  I'll figure it out. 
 
Q.  The family's rich sporting history, does golf appear anywhere else?  Where did 



 

3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

your sort of influence come from him? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  I think when I started, Dad started, then my grandad started as well, so 
we used to play Sunday mornings at 6:00 a.m.  Then my uncle playing.  He's a rugby player.  
He's quite a good golfer.  It's cool.  I started when I was real young.  Mom and Dad got me 
my first set, then Dad got this old wood, cut it in half, put some duct tape on the top.  I would 
jump on his bag and he would carry me, it was cool. 
 
Q.  Did you play rugby and stuff as well? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  I played rugby until I was 14 maybe.  Played soccer, tennis, cricket.  
Just played as many things as I could, which looking back, I'm pretty thankful I did. 
 
Q.  Yeah.  Do you think that's helps to sort of -- 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  You learn how to move and learn coordination.  And taking the advice 
of kids playing any sport, your body's balanced, learn a whole different skill set.  I think it 
helps out in the long term.  
 
Q.  I want to ask sort of heroes, but also with such rich sort of sporting bloodlines in 
the family, who's the family inspiration?  Like who's the person in your family that 
everyone kind of looks up to or has a special thing about them? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  I don't know if there's any one person.  Mom and Dad have always 
been amazing role models for us.  Didn't come from much at all.  They grew up kind of in the 
Bronx and in Wellington and they both had big families.  Dad had four siblings.  His parents 
raised him over here.  Mom had 12 siblings, so she had a huge family.  They had nothing, so 
they worked really hard growing up and kind of set an example for of us.  If you do 
something, you do it properly.  You're always thankful where you're at and respect your 
elders.  
 
Q.  Did you ever have a moment where you kind of -- mom and dad were telling you to 
do something properly and you kind of resented it? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  Oh, heaps of times. 
 
Q.  Good, because my 11-year-old does it all the time.   
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  I used to hate veggies.  They made me sit at the table like four hours 
and eat peas and stuff.   
 
No, I'm fortunate to have a really cool family.  I've got three little sisters, too.  They actually 
just won their touch nationals for Hamilton Girls High on Sunday as well.  So the oldest one's 
21 so she played, she won a few times, and the two youngest ones are 16 and 13.  
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Q.  The sporting history is going to continue?   
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  I hope so, yeah.   
 
Q.  Who are your golf heroes? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  I always loved Tiger growing up, the way he played the game. 
 
Q.  Did it make you feel like golf is more than you thought it was before?  Like did it 
make it -- he made golf cool, but is that what it was for you? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  Yeah (inaudible) he had so much charisma.  Yeah, I think he did make 
it fun. 
 
Q.  On the Korn Ferry Tour, a couple of top 25s this year. 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  Monday qualified, three Mondays.  I got into the last two.  I had to leave 
the country because my 90-day visa was up. 
 
Q.  Where do you start 2020? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  Here in Aussie, hopefully got to PGA TOUR China Q-School, try to 
finish high on the Money List, just try to win three times, get that promotion and try to get 
back to the Korn Ferry Tour, and from there see what I can do to get to the PGA TOUR. 
 
Q.  Is there quite a strong bond between yourself and Nick at Iowa State?   
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  Yeah.   
 
Q.  Foxy's done well.  There's quite a few. 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Good results the last couple years.  Is there a pretty strong -- did you know Nick 
before you got to --   
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  I played with Nick once actually.  I was 12 and he was 14 and we 
halved.  Played him once.  Nick and I are real close now, we've got a place in the States 
together in Ames, Iowa, so our coaches there let us practice and use the facilities there, use 
the golf courses, which is real nice.  Nick and I are quite close.  We travel together if we're 
playing the same tournament.  Staying together this week actually.  Then the older guys -- 
 
Q.  He had a bad accident in college, didn't he? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  He had a terrible accident, yeah.  Nearly lost him actually.  I wasn't 
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there at the time, but from the stories I've heard, it was pretty bad.  Fell off a skateboard, 
broke his collarbone.  He had some sort of episode on the ground.  There's another guy who 
plays golf, Ruben Sondjaja, we've been to school together as well, so Rube's a good mate.  
Freaky though, but his comeback's been unreal. 
 
Q.  Last year in China --   
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  It's almost like when bad things happen, Nick almost kicks them on, 
you know?  He thrives on the adversity a little bit.  I think with that attitude he might be good 
with professional golf.  
 
Q.  How do you think -- is there anything you can learn from the family and kind 
of -- about professional sport that holds you in good stead.    
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  And April is auntie, they're both dad's cousins.    
 
Q.  Do they talk to you about kind of professional sport, the pressures or do they kind 
of -- 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  A little bit, yeah.  They're big on just being yourself as much as you 
can.  Don't try to change the way you behave and the way you act to fit into a suit or image 
or anything.  Just about your self and do the best you can.  That's the biggest piece of 
advice. 
 
Q.  What's Christmas like? 
 
DENZEL IEREMIA:  We normally have a big family Christmas.  It's always lots of touch 
being played, a bit of cricket.    
 


