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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW 
December 7, 2019 
 
PATRICK REED  ( -16) 
 
 
Q.  Final round 66, were you proud, with all the adversity that happened yesterday, 
you were able to come out and put everything behind you and put up a good one?  
 
PATRICK REED:  Yeah, for sure.  I felt good today.  I felt like the warm-up was solid.  The 
biggest thing, what I liked to see on a Sunday when I have to make a charge, I was able to 
do it even with only missing two greens.  You know, because I felt like earlier in the week I 
was hitting the ball really solid and hitting it where I'm looking, but still I think it was around 
that 11, 12, 13 greens in regulation because it was windy and just kind of had a lot that were 
on the fringe.  So to actually get 16 greens out of today with a 3-wood, not even an iron, was 
good because the big thing was to make sure the irons performed how they're supposed to.  
I look forward to using them next week and look forward to using them because they felt 
great. 
 
Q.  What was it like being with Jon Rahm?  Did it feel like you were kind of trading 
birdies out there, you both shot 66? 
 
PATRICK REED:  Yeah, you knew coming into today where Jon and I both were that you're 
going to have to go shoot a low one because the wind wasn't blowing as hard as it was 
earlier in the week and because of that, a 3 or 4 under par round wasn't going to get it done.  
You're going to have to shoot a low round.   
 
I felt like going out there and I did what I needed to do on the back nine, just the front nine I 
just didn't quite make enough.  I got off to the start I needed, birdied two of the first three, but 
then after that I wasn't able to capitalize on the next -- basically the entire front nine.  When 
you do that, especially with starting behind, you have a lot to catch up on.  I was proud the 
way I grinded out, especially on the last couple towards the end of the round.  You know, 
anytime you're able to go out there and shoot 66, you're always happy. 
 
Q.  Were you surprised or taken aback by the scale of reaction of what happened 
yesterday?  It's one of these things that kind of blew up.  
 
PATRICK REED:  Honestly, I haven't been paying attention on what's been going on in the 
media.  You know, for me, it was just something that I'm going out there to play the best golf 
I can.  At the end of the day, after I didn't feel like in the -- while I was there playing the hole 
that I really did any kind of rules infraction, but then afterwards seeing it on camera, there 
was Slugger and I sat down and Slugger said that you have to take two strokes.  After 
seeing it on camera and seeing sand move, obviously it's a penalty.  So at that point I had to 
accept it and move on.  I mean, the last thing you can do is let it dwell, especially when you 
have 18 holes left to go because you still have a chance to win a golf tournament.  You're 
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only three back, so you have to go out and play a solid round of golf which I did, but at the 
same time it's not going to be enough.  
 
Q.  (Inaudible) one of those things that harm your reputation or harm people's 
perceptions of you, do you worry about that?  
 
PATRICK REED:  No, because at the end of the day I wasn't intending to improve a lie or 
anything like that.  Like I said, I didn't feel like I was doing anything that was improving a lie, 
but then when you saw it on camera, because of that camera angle, they said that the sand 
was moving, and when the sand moves like that, it's a penalty.   
 
Q.  Is there any worry that it might spill over to next week?  I'm sure you'll be asked 
about it there and that it might be some sort of distraction, or are you pretty good 
about putting those things -- 
 
PATRICK REED:  I've dealt with enough media, I'm pretty good.  There's not really anything 
that's going to be said or done that's going to really derail me at the end of the day when I go 
out there to play golf, especially next week.  I'm playing with my team and for the whole 
country and at the end of the day nothing's going to get in my way.  Go play the golf I'm 
supposed to.   
 
Q.  Did you do any mental math, if you add two shots right now you're tied for the 
lead?  Do you allow yourself to go there? 
 
PATRICK REED:  No, of course not.  I mean, once the scorecard's signed, it's over with, 
then you've got to move on.  You can't dwell on the past.  You look so far ahead in the 
future, you do that, you're distracting yourself from what's at hand.  If I did that all day today, 
it wouldn't have been a 66.  Who knows what that number would have been.  All I could do 
is focus on what I'm doing at hand and that's continue making quality golf swings, continue 
hitting good putts and try to shoot the lowest round I can.   
 
Q.  Do you feel sometimes you got a raw deal from people?  
 
PATRICK REED:  Of course.  You know, of course I do, but at the end of the day you've just 
got to -- you only can control what you can do, you can't control everyone else.  As long as I 
can go out there and do what I'm supposed to do and live life the way I feel like I'm 
supposed to live my life, that's all I can control. 
 
Q.  Patrick, the depths of Twitter uncovered a video from here a few years ago in 
which it was a similar situation, you brushed some sand.  Is it something that maybe 
you have to look at how you do your pre-shot routine to kind of be more careful from 
now in?  
 
PATRICK REED:  Well, I haven't seen the video so I wouldn't be able to tell you.  The 
biggest thing is I know whenever you get in there and set up to the golf ball -- when I was 



 

3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

talking with Slugger, when you set up to the golf ball, when you're taking your golf swing, 
you're allowed to take a normal golf swing on pre-shot routines.  I mean, that one that 
brushed the sand yesterday was a rules violation.  I had to accept it.  I didn't like it, but I 
have to accept it and got to move on.  But I can't -- I have no clue what you're talking about 
from the past.  I haven't been on Twitter or anything like that. 
 
Q.  Are you going to be more careful now? 
 
PATRICK REED:  Of course.  The whole thing is everyone's careful in not breaking the 
rules, that's the name of the game.  You go out there and play golf, you don't go out there to 
play golf to break rules.   
 
You know, at the end of the day, would I have liked to have those two shots back?  Of 
course.  But at the end of the day, you know, I mean, it happened and you have to move on.  
I mean, it is what it is. 
 
Q.  Do you prefer if he came to talk with you on the golf course maybe to avoid that? 
 
PATRICK REED:  I think the biggest thing, if it was a Sunday round, for sure, because you 
always want to know where you stand.  But the thing is, if I -- whenever I was taking the 
backswing, if I felt like sand was moving or if I saw the sand moving, I would have called him 
over immediately anyways.   
 
So since I didn't feel it or see it move, because of that it was probably the right thing for him 
anyways to wait until after the round because it wouldn't have affected how I played on a 
Saturday.  And with me not feeling or seeing it, he would have had to show me a video of all 
that anyway, so it's not like -- you know, we would have been basically just holding up play.  
It was all handled the right way, when they told me, when they told me and when we looked 
at it.  No, it was all done correctly. 
 
Q.  What are you most looking forward to about next week? 
 
PATRICK REED:  Playing with the guys, going out there and putting on that red, white and 
blue with the guys and getting over there and trying to bring home the Cup.  
 
 


