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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
December 6, 2019 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Tiger, I think only a few shots back, we'll see how it ends up finishing, but what do 
you have to do tomorrow? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I'm going to have to make some birdies again tomorrow.  The 
conditions, the forecast will be about the same as it was today, and same kind of wind, same 
basic direction, so the golf course can be had.  You can see, I'm sure you're going to see a 
lot of good scores today.  You know, I know I shot 67, but I left a few out there today.  I 
missed a bunch of putts.  In order to win tomorrow, I'm going to have to make my share. 
 
Q.  A pretty relaxed atmosphere this week.  It's always been kind of loose on the 
island.  Do you think that tomorrow with a chance to win you're going to put the game 
face on or will it be sort of more mucking it up with the boys?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  No.  When we're inside, when we're playing, it's game time, but pre-round, 
I mean, on the training tables, I mean, we're nonstop against each other and having a good 
time. 
 
Q.  More so this week than normal?    
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, excluding majors, majors it gets a little more tight and a little more 
quiet, but normally we jaw at each other pretty good.  And to have 11 of the 12 guys down 
here, we're on all about the same tee time, so we're all in the training room together, we're 
all having lunch together and warming up together.  There's been a lot jawing this week.  It's 
been good.   
 
Q.  Tiger, for you to finally get birdie on 18 and conquer that hole-- 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah.  Today was just busting a 3-wood down there.  It was downwind.  It 
wasn't that hard a hole today.  I hit 3-wood, sand wedge.  Yeah, that hole has not been my 
favorite hole, you know, certainly out here, but it was nice to do a little bit better than I did on 
Thursday. 
 
Q.  You're swinging the club really well at the moment.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, my swing feels good, yeah.  Since I've come back from my little 
knee procedure, I've swung the club well.  I hit it well in Japan.  I'm hitting it well here.  As I 
said earlier, I just need to make a few more putts, and I think the score -- we have five par 5s 
and most of them are reachable even with some of the different winds, but generally, there's 
three to four of them that are reachable and got to go low on those holes, and we're 
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probably going to have three to four little wedge shots in there.  So it's certainly conceivable 
to shoot anywhere between 7 and 9 under par. 
 
Q.  Tiger, you looked pretty comfortable around the greens right now.  Do you think 
there's a point in your career where you pitched the ball better than you do right now? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I think I have.  I think that 2000 was a good year.  I was doing some 
good things that year.  I drove it well that year, I hit my irons well, I chipped well and I putted 
well.  Yeah, that was a good combo. 
 
Q.  I know you've been captain for a year and a half, but as we get closer, this is really 
the first tournament you're playing where you're having to compartmentalize a little 
bit.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yes, big time. 
 
Q.  You're playing this week. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Correct. 
 
Q.  How's that going?  Are you good with that and have you had any experience with 
it before?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think that putting things in boxes has always been something I've 
been good at.  Because when I'm out there playing, I've got to get into my little world and 
take care of that.  When I'm off the golf course, I've got a lot of other responsibilities, 
especially this week.  Next week will be the same.  The only difference is next week it will 
be -- you know, I'm responsible for 11 other guys.  The only difference is I won't be able to 
see them play practice rounds because I'll be playing a practice round.  So that will be a little 
bit different and I'm going to have to rely on what my guys say and what my vice captains 
say and get a feel for what's going on. 
 
Q.  Tiger, when it was confirmed you were going to be the Presidents Cup captain 
what did you think the position would be at this point?    
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, as I told Doug earlier in the week that I thought it was -- jokingly, I 
was going to try to be a playing captain, but after the TOUR Championship and the Masters, 
it looked like I was a lock to be on the team and then I played poorly the rest of the year and 
knocked myself out of it, and had to rely on a pick.  Played well in Japan, which all the guys 
wanted me to play and captain at the same time.  And so talking to all of them and making 
sure that they were okay with that.  Those were important conversations because I'm going 
to be going back and forth playing, not playing and captaining and trying to figure things out, 
pairings.  There's a lot of different roles that I will have next week and I just wanted all the 
guys to be on the same page and they all were. 
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Q.  At the very start, at that point, you were still (inaudible) -- 
 
TIGER WOODS:  You know, I was just hoping that things would turn out.  If my back would 
get good, I could somehow find a golf swing that would work, then just piece it together and 
see where the chips fall.  I was fortunate enough to have made the Ryder Cup team last 
year and now the Presidents Cup team.  
 
Q.  What's going to be the biggest challenge for you tomorrow because we know 
there's a big difference between finishing 18th and being the captain and then 
grinding, trying to win mentally and physically.  So mentally, physically, the whole 
thing, what's going to be the hardest part for you tomorrow knowing what you've got 
to do on Sunday? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, the easy part was I just have to focus on going out there and making 
birdies, okay?  That's easy.  I can put all my energy and all my effort into that.  And then I 
have 23 hours on a plane to recover.  So that will be fine. 
 
Q.  That's enough time? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  And then re-engage once we get down there.  Yeah, it will be plenty of 
time.  Are you kidding me?  When we went over to Paris, that wasn't a whole lot of time.  I 
was doing media with you guys for a while, straight to the airport, straight to Paris and out to 
the golf course.  So that was a little bit difficult. 
 
Q.  What has Rickie and JT in particular meant to you and why? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, they've been great friends.  I've known Rickie a little bit longer, 
obviously, because he's a little older.  JT came out here when I was kind of out, and so 
spent a lot of time at home with him having dinners and him coming over to the house and 
chipping around and talking about different -- a bunch of different things, about the Tour, 
shots, and picking my brain.  Then I started playing again, and I played a lot at home with JT 
at Medalist and we play a ton of practice rounds together and practice a lot.  It's been a lot of 
fun to get to know these guys.  JT's pretty young and I think Rickie's still young.  It's a good 
group of guys.  They're all young and they're all very close to one another, too, because they 
all grew up playing junior golf with one another. 
 
Q.  Have they pushed or encouraged you, is that a proper way to --  
 
TIGER WOODS:  I would say encourage in a sense when I was at home and I was trying to 
come back.  They were, come on, let's go out to Medalist, let's go out and practice a little bit, 
come on, let's go out and play nine holes.  There were a lot of times where I said I couldn't 
do it.  I just wasn't feeling physically good enough to do it.  But as I started to feel a little bit 
better and started getting after it again, we have played quite a few money matches and it's 
been good. 
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Q.  Ever feel like you have four kids at times?   
 
TIGER WOODS:  I got a lot more than that with these kids. 
 
Q.  Speaking of Justin, he's now I think 10-0-3 against you.  Were you aware of that 
record and what do you think it is that you bring out the best in him? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, he's a very good player, obviously.  You see all the talent that he 
has.  He drives it long, drives it straight.  I think he's had one of the best years he's ever had 
with his iron game this year.  And look at that short game.  Just go around and look at the 
shots he hit today.  Every shot from around the greens was, what, inside two feet?  That's 
not easy to do, especially on Bermuda.  These lies are pretty dicey.  So the kid's got a great 
touch.  Works his tail off.  And that's what people don't see.  The amount of hours he spends 
at home working on his game is quite impressive. 
 


