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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
December 6, 2019 
 
SLUGGER WHITE 
VP of Rules & Competitions, PGA TOUR 
 
 
Q.  Slugger, before we take questions, can we just get an opening comment on what 
happened with Patrick and what the penalty was? 
 
SLUGGER WHITE:  What happened was on the 11th hole, Patrick was assessed a 
two-stroke penalty for improving his lie, improving his intended line of play.  And the violation 
is, under Rule 8 -- what is it, Jack? 
 
Q.  8.1a (4).  
 
SLUGGER WHITE:  Where you cannot remove or press down loose soil or sand.  That's the 
bottom line of it, basically. 
 
Q.  What was his reaction?  
 
SLUGGER WHITE:  He could not have been more of a gentleman.  He was unbelievable.  
He said -- he was at a different look at it.  The angle that we had was behind and he's 
looking from on top, so he may not have -- I don't know if he could have seen it as clearly as 
we did, but he could not have been a better gentleman. 
 
Q.  He said a different angle.  He basically was trying to suggest that his club is not 
behind the ball when he's taking a practice swing, the angle didn't show it, accepted 
the penalty, no problem, because there was no other angle. 
 
SLUGGER WHITE:  It did, it did.  You could see, the club did get behind the ball closer and 
then when he took it away, you could see the path of the sand come away in two different 
occasions. 
 
Q.  He did it twice or there were two different angles? 
 
SLUGGER WHITE:  Yeah, you know, I mean, he did it the first time and he put the club 
down again and he did it another time, but that's irrelevant.  It doesn't make any difference. 
 
Q.  Did he ask about intent and if that mattered? 
 
SLUGGER WHITE:  He did not ask, and intent would not matter here.  That's not in the mix. 
 
Q.  He couldn't know before the round finished? 
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SLUGGER WHITE:  I'm sorry? 
 
Q.  He couldn't know before the round finished? 
 
SLUGGER WHITE:  No, not in this situation.  Had it been tomorrow, then, yes, we would 
have -- I would have probably gone to him on 12 or 13 because I don't -- it might affect the 
way he finishes the round.  But in today's, I just didn't feel like that was the proper way to go. 
 


