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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
December 3, 2019 
 
PAWAN MUNJAL 
Chairman & Managing Director, CEO – Hero MotoCorp 
 
TIGER WOODS 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  At this time we would like to welcome Dr. Munjal and Tiger Woods to the 
podium.   
 
Dr. Munjal, I'll start with you.  Thank you as always for joining us each day before the 
tournament starts. 
 
As we know and heard from Christopher, the Bahamas were severely affected by Hurricane 
Dorian, so can you speak to how the tournament is helping with the relief funds?  
 
PAWAN MUNJAL:  Yeah, thank you, thank you, Jack, and thank you all of you from the 
global media here, coming out here during this week, and thank you, Tiger, for once again 
hosting the Hero World Challenge. 
 
It's actually brilliant out there, what Christopher was saying.  This place, you have no clue, 
no idea that there was a hurricane in this country.  Two of the islands were really, really 
devastated badly.  We from the tournament are actually giving a challenge to all the players 
during this week to make birdies, eagles and aces, and every birdie counts for $500, every 
eagle counts for $1,000 and every ace counts for two and a half thousand dollars, and all 
this money that will be collected will be given to the One Bahamas Fund for giving it back 
to -- back to the rebuilding of the two islands that got devastated. 
 
The start of the tournament, absolutely great.  Yesterday the event at Baha Mar, the Hero 
Shot, I thought it was brilliant.  There was a few who were there.  We all had a lot of fun.  
We've been doing the Hero Challenge on the European Tour for a couple of years, but I 
thought yesterday it was somehow same concept, but it was all so different and so much 
more fun.  I don't know how. 
 
A great end to the evening yesterday, Tiger showing signs of what's coming this week.  
Obviously we're looking forward to seeing Tiger -- I was telling him, I would be very happy to 
give the Tiger trophy to Tiger this Saturday, but I would also like to wish all the rest of the 17 
players the best of luck this week.  Today was brilliant, we had a lot of fun at the pro-am.  
Weather was gorgeous and I hope we get to see the same weather throughout this week.  
Thank you. 
 
JACK RYAN:  And now, Tiger in addition to tournament funds this year supporting the TGR 
Foundation, proceeds from the tournament will go to One Bahamas Fund.  Why was it 
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important to you to help start One Bahamas Fund and how does the tournament contributing 
to it help rebuild The Bahamas?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think as Christopher basically alluded to all of it, it's important for all 
of us who are part of this community.  I have an apartment here, I keep my boat here, I've 
been here for the better part of a decade now.  It's near and dear to my heart coming down 
to this area, but it's sad to see the devastation that happened because of Dorian.   
 
Any way we can help rebuild, rebuild lives.  There's so many houses that have been 
destroyed and people just don't have what they used to have.  And it's sad because when 
Dorian hit, we were in Florida and the hotel's right next to my restaurant.  It was full of 
people that couldn't get back to their homes and they were stranded.  It impacted us in the 
community, but nothing like down here. 
 
So it's important for us as a tournament, it's important for Hero as our partner to help any 
way we possibly can.  And Christopher said it fantastically, Justin came up with an idea and I 
got behind it with all the homeowners and RBC and we were able to create an opportunity to 
give back millions of dollars to a community that has been devastated. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Recently your foundation reached a major milestone having impacted more 
than one million kids through TGR EDU: Explore.  How do your events like the Hero World 
Challenge help TGR Foundation accomplish this mission?    
 
TIGER WOODS:  Events like this, it allows us to show the world exactly what we're doing, 
our base in STEM.  Still some people probably think we're a golf-based foundation, we're 
not.  We're educational based to help under-served youth, to have them involved in our 
STEM program.  It's free online learning.  We teach educators, we teach students, and I 
think it's exciting for us right now because of our new digital platform that we're now able to 
help over a million kids in the United States and we're going to have some incredible 
partners next year and we're going to expand this internationally and grow globally, so it will 
be millions of kids that will be impacted through our STEM learning programs.  
 
JACK RYAN:  Now we'll take some questions for Tiger and Dr. Munjal.  If you have a 
question, we'll get a microphone to you. 
 
Q.  Tiger, what's it like having so many members of the American Presidents Cup 
team here?  Does it feel like an inter-squad scrimmage kind of going into next week? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think it's great that the guys were able to come here and play.  It's 
a busy two weeks for the guys that are here.  DJ obviously needs another week to get ready, 
so just to have the guys be able to compete, play, shake off a little bit of rust if they have 
any, work on some things that they're going to need for either trying to win this event or 
being ready for next week, just be in the competitive flow for two weeks, it's fantastic. 
 
I told all the guys, at Liberty when we had our meeting back in '98, we weren't ready to play.  
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It was, again, late in the year in December.  The season ended differently, players shut it 
down and then they geared right back up for Australia and we got beat pretty badly.  So it 
was important for the guys to continue playing, and they have.  Now the guys are playing 
this week to get ready. 
 
Q.  Would you have guessed a couple years ago when you were appointed captain 
that these two weeks, that you would have kind of dual priorities as tournament host 
and top competitor and captain and player, et cetera? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  At the time, jokingly -- when I took the role of captain, I jokingly said I 
would like to be a playing captain. 
 
Q.  That was a joke? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It was a joke, but turned into reality.  Here we are.  I'm the second playing 
captain in the history of the Presidents Cup, so it's a pretty neat responsibility.   
 
And the role's not easy.  There's a lot of moving parts, whether it's talking to the guys, talking 
to my vice captains, organizing what we need to have done down there, not only to be ready 
but also I need to keep sharp.  I need to keep practicing, I need to keep working on my 
game, make sure I have all my feels and my game is sharp and ready to go, because at 
minimum next week I'll be responsible for two points. 
 
Q.  I guess what I was getting at, what is your priority for the next two weeks?  Are 
you always a player first? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I'm host here and player, and next week I'm captain and player, so 
it's a lot of hats going on. 
 
Q.  I know you have a couple big weeks, but I'm wondering with the year coming to a 
close, do you ever sit down and reflect on years, and if you do, how is 2019 compared 
to the rest of them?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  2019 has been incredible because I won a major championship again, I 
tied Sam, and to come back from what I've come back from and have won three events, it's 
been pretty good. 
 
To have won a major championship again and to have my family there and my friends and 
everyone who's close to me be there for that moment, there were times when we never 
thought that moment would ever happen again, but somehow it happened. 
 
Q.  Tiger, what are you hoping to see out of Rickie this week and does he have the 
most to prove out of all your guys over here? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, just go play.  Rickie just needs to go play.  He's been playing and 
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practicing quite a bit at home, he's getting his game ready.  Unfortunately, he got sick and 
wasn't able to play at Mayakoba, but he's here this week.  Just go out there, play, compete.  
He's won here before, so he knows what he needs to do to get ready for this week and 
shake off a little bit of rust if he has any and be ready to go in two weeks. 
 
Q.  When you step into the captain's/coach role next week, do you see yourself more 
as a Bill Belichick style or a Jon Gruden style? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I'm not going to be yelling at the guys, no.  More than anything, it's 
been about communication.  I've stressed this the entire time, be open and honest, be frank 
with me.  I've had a lot of offline conversations with all the players.  Just be frank with me.  
It'll remain in a locked box, it's just between you and I.  If you want to share with the team, 
share with the team.  If you don't, it's between us.   
 
I just wanted their honest opinion.  And some of the things that we've been able to 
acquiesce and mold things into, you know, different things and we've been able to do it, and 
other things we've been able to talk it through.  I just appreciate the guys' honesty.  That's 
what I want.  I'm trying to help them be in the best possible position to go earn points.  That's 
how we win cups.   
 
And I want them to have a great memorable experience, to come together.  We're never 
going to have this team again.  Every team I've been on, that's one time.  You're never going 
to have the same 12 guys again.  So this is the 2019 Presidents Cup team, so enjoy, be a 
part of it.  I just want them to go out there and just have the time of their lives doing 
something that we all love to do, which is compete and play.  Do something we don't get a 
chance to do very often, which is play for something bigger than just ourselves. 
 
Q.  Are you now looking to bring Tiger Woods to India?  You spoke about it a couple 
years ago, he had come and there was a huge attraction at the Delhi Golf Club?  At 
the same time what the partnership is doing in Bahamas through the One Bahama 
Fund help rebuild part of Bahamas.  Also, what it's doing for children worldwide, 
supporting them, do you think this partnership can be replicated in India as well, sir? 
 
PAWAN MUNJAL:  Well, yes, I have talked about this earlier also.  There are talks going on 
between the TGR Foundation teams and our teams back home to work together in India.  I 
believe that very soon there would be some details coming to Anaheim in Los Angeles for 
training to the R&D center of the foundation.  So that's where we are starting from and I'm 
sure this will definitely grow. 
 
But Tiger coming to India again, well, I don't know myself yet. 
 
Q.  Tiger, I work with the (inaudible) back in Dubai, in the Middle East, and about a 
month and a half back there was this 15-year-old guy that won a OWGR-ranked event 
on the mini tour.  I was talking to him and he said when he was six years old, he went 
to the Dubai Desert Classic and he followed you and the amount of crowd he saw 
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around you, he was just wowed.  He said he wants to be like you one of these days 
and he's on the path.  But like Tiger Foundation, what you have done for millions of 
kids, you have also done for at least thousands of golfers like that.  Can you talk 
about that and about what you feel about that kind of legacy that you are leaving? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, from the golf side of it, I just think that it's been neat for me to be a 
part of the history of the game, the growth of the game.  I've been a player who's played 
around the world my entire career and I've seen, played different places and I've seen things 
and I've seen golf grow.  It's not in the traditional places that it normally used to be, whether 
it's United States, U.K., Australia, parts of South Africa, Japan.  The game of golf has grown.   
 
I remember going to China for the very first time and there were maybe 50 kids at this clinic.  
Come back a few years later, there's like 5,000 kids at a junior golf clinic and all of them 
swinging clubs.  The game of golf has grown and changed and I think to be a part of that, a 
part of that growth is pretty neat.   
 
I remember as a kid for me looking up to Arnold.  Arnold played all around the world.  Gary 
Player played everywhere.  Those guys were the ones that set the precedent that the game 
of golf can grow around the world, and it has. 
 
Now with the World Golf Championships, the major championships, the Tour moving to parts 
of Asia, the Asian Swing, the game has grown.  For me to be a part of that growth and to 
see so many new young faces in the game of golf, whether it was me inspired or not, I just 
think it's great for the game. 
 
Q.  Tiger, given the way the summer went for you, the struggles, whether you won or 
not in Japan, how much of a boost was that for you confidence going forward, 
whether it's this week and next or just into next year? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I played well leading up into the Masters.  Everything came 
together for that one week.  Post Masters, no, I did not play well.  I didn't really have it. 
 
I strained my oblique there at the Playoffs at Liberty, everything was not where it needed to 
be.  Then I had my knee fixed, was able to rehab that and get back after it.  I'm able to make 
moves that I hadn't been able to make in a while.  As you all know, I was supposed to have 
that procedure done after this event last year, but because of winning the TOUR 
Championship and how I was playing, I figured I would just give it a roll because I wanted to 
play Torrey Pines.  If I had had the knee procedure, I wouldn't have been able to play 
Torrey.  So I'd start my year a little bit later and I wanted to start at Torrey, so that was my 
decision.  I put it off for a year, or a full season, but I did get a Masters out of it. 
 
Q.  Tiger, on the subject of global golf, Phil was the latest player to suffer a furious 
backlash because he said he was playing in Saudi Arabia at the start of next year.  Is 
it fair that there are moral objections that are raised against that tournament, and if 
so, why, and if not, why is that not reasonable? 
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TIGER WOODS:  Well, I understand the politics behind it, but the game of golf can actually 
help heal all that, too.  It can help grow that.  There are also a lot of other top players that 
are going to be playing that particular week.  It's traditionally not a golf hotbed in the Middle 
East, but it has grown quite a bit.   
 
I remember going to Dubai for my very first time and seeing, what, maybe two, three 
buildings on the skyline when you tee off on No. 8.  Now there's a New York City skyline 
back there.  The game of golf has grown.  There's only been a few courses when I first went 
to Dubai, now they're everywhere; same with Abu Dhabi and maybe eventually in Saudi 
Arabia.   
 
Q.  On that topic of evolution of the game, you've used the word "speed" a lot.  
Bryson has shown up here adding muscle to try to gain speed.  It's not your game 
anymore as much, but do you ever see a situation or a time where it's not a positive 
for the sport that everybody's pursuing clubhead speed, that young golfers are 
encouraged to focus on that first before other things?  Do you see a danger at all? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, there's going to be -- there's going to be added wear and tear on 
different parts of the body that traditionally there hasn't been.  You know, looking back at my 
early stage of development in the game of golf, people never used the ground.  I used the 
ground to push off because I played baseball.   
 
Well, in golf you were supposed to pick up your left foot, get into a K and then get into a 
reverse C.  Well, that's never going to hit the ball far because you're not pushing off the 
ground.  Now people are doing PiYos, Olympic lifts, all the different things because they 
know how important ground is to create power.   
 
Now you're going to start to see, I'm sure, some wear and tear injuries that traditionally 
hasn't been the case.  We'll see how that goes.  I'm on the tail end of my career, but these 
kids are starting out in their early 20s.  But then again, look at them, they're so much bigger 
and stronger and they're working out at an earlier age and their nutritional program is better, 
their recovery tactics are better.  Everyone is getting better, stronger, faster, more athletic at 
an earlier age now.   
 
We're going to start bringing some athletes to the game of golf, which we already have, but 
there are going to be more of them and they're going to be hitting the ball even further than 
these guys and that's just the nature of the game, especially now with technology, you can 
maximize your distance off the tee with club and ball.  Just get on a machine and you can 
see what you need to do to make the adjustments, couple tweaks here and there and all of a 
sudden you've just gained another 15.   
 
I just think it would be fun to have these kids swing a little persimmon driver and try to hit as 
hard as they do understanding that you can't hit it all over the face, you have to hit the ball 
dead center, but you can hit the ball all over the face here now days and get away with it. 
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Q.  Tiger, normally in a tournament captains have the luxury of buggy-riding around 
the match and picking up their players.  You'll be on the course playing.  How do you 
look to bridge that gap while you're all inside? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I think that's the communication of it.  The guys know that I'm going to be 
responsible for the points when I am playing and I'm at the focus and do my job.   
 
We have three great vice captains.  We'll have one of them be the captain, and I'm still 
waiting for the Tour to tell me when that happens, whether or not -- when do I relinquish the 
captaincy role and officially have someone be the captain because the captain's the only 
one who can receive and give advice.  The vice captains can receive advice, but they can't 
give advice to the players or even caddies.  Trying to figure that out now.   
 
And then also, when do I play.  Still trying to figure that out, too.  So there's a lot of moving 
parts to it.  All the players know that, the vice captains know it.  We're going down there as a 
team to get it done together.  When I'm out there playing, I'm responsible for that point, but 
when I'm not, I'm responsible for the whole team and it's something that it's going to be a lot 
of fun for all of us. 
 
Q.  Dr. Munjal, yesterday I asked Tiger that in your Hero association with TGR, when 
you took up the Hero World Challenge in 2014, it's now 2019, this being kind of an 
evolution of Tiger in a sense, he went through his ups and downs.  You've been pretty 
close to him as a friend also.  What kind of changes have you seen in Tiger, his game, 
and what kind of a springboard has it been for Hero in association with the TGR, like 
the Hero World Challenge has been a springboard of sorts for Tiger (inaudible?)  
 
PAWAN MUNJAL:  Let me start by saying that it's a very, very mutually beneficial 
relationship.  Hero has definitely benefited from brand Tiger, the association with TGR 
Foundation.  We've gone global as a company in the recent few years.  The world did not 
know Hero.  India knew Hero because Hero is very big in India.  The name getting 
associated with Tiger, we've got instant recognition in many of the markets where we've 
gone with our products. 
 
I've been saying this in the past as well, Hero is now known and recognized in many, many 
countries around the globe where we don't even have plans to take our motorcycles, too, but 
it's the association with Tiger that is giving us the recognition. 
 
In terms of evolution of the relationship and changes that we've seen, I think there have 
been huge and tremendous changes that the whole world has seen in Tiger in the last five or 
six years from where he was and where he is today.  It's a lot of perseverance, it's a lot of 
test of mental strength, of body strength and all the changes that he's been making in the 
recent past and the results are in front of us. 
 
Q.  (Question about did he think that Tiger would win another major.)  
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PAWAN MUNJAL:  I'm never looking at Tiger's performances in tournaments or majors.  It's 
a great thing for Tiger, of course, if he wins a major or more majors, and it works very well 
for Hero, but personally I have never looked at what performance Tiger is going to give 
because I signed up for Tiger with what he's achieved in the past. 
 
Q.  Tiger, as a Bahamian, I'm sure we're all really grateful to hear what you and your 
team are doing with the One Bahamas Fund, but let's talk about the fondness that you 
have for our island.  Can you tell us what's the best part about playing golf in the 
Bahamas, but also what's kind of one of your favorite maybe native or local things to 
do while you're here on our islands?   
 
TIGER WOODS:  Just coming down here and playing golf, obviously it's very chill.  I pretty 
much exclusively play here.  I've been over to Baha Mar, been over to the Ocean Club, but I 
pretty much just play here. 
 
Now, as far as things to do, now are you talking about either going out there and getting 
some lobster and free diving and spear fishing?  That's something that I have just always 
loved to do.  Coming down here, are you kidding me, it's gorgeous, and to be able to hop in 
that water and drop down.  Unfortunately, I can't do it this week, I'm a little busy.  
 
Q.  This means you have to come back. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I will come back.  Are you kidding me?  Absolutely. 
 
Q.  You talked a little bit about all the different hats you're wearing this week and next 
week.  Did it play in your favor somewhat in that you got to create some pairings this 
week that you might want to look at in terms of next week? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I would say that trying to pair up the guys so they had fun this week, we're 
looking at that.  This is a week in which a lot of the gears, it's the end of the year.  I know 
they want to gear up for next week as well, but I want them to have a good time.  The only 
time I'm able to do that and pair up guys with friends is the first day.  We re-pair after that.  
So pairing guys that are friends, having a good time, that was key. 
 
Q.  What was your first impression of Ernie and was it before you guys had that 
sit-down at Lytham?   
 
TIGER WOODS:  My first impression of Ernie, it was '94.  Yeah, '94, I played in the Johnnie 
Walker in Phuket, and damn, was he big.  I was about 140 pounds.  This big giant of a man 
out there playing.  He hadn't won the U.S. Open yet, but he was a young guy on Tour and 
we had a little bit in common in that regard.  I was trying to figure out what the hell am I 
going to do with playing maybe professional golf down the road.  We talked a little bit back in 
'94 and he took a little liking to me and we saw each other for the next, what, 25 years.  So 
he's been a great friend over the years and a person that I've always enjoyed either playing 
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golf with, going out with and just giving each other the needle the entire time. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
TIGER WOODS:  He's a lot bigger than I am. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Thank you, Tiger, and thank you, Dr. Munjal, for joining us today.  Tiger, 
good luck this week.   
 


