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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
December 3, 2019 
 
JON RAHM 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We would like to welcome Jon Rahm to the interview room here at the 
Hero World Challenge.  Jon won the event in 2018 in his first start.   
 
Jon, when you look back at that tournament last year, what memories come to mind for you?  
 
JON RAHM:  Well, it was a week where ball-striking was really important.  Windy place like 
this, tough to make putts. It was just a fun week.  This is the only event of the year where 
there's only 18 players, it's a rather relaxed atmosphere.  Doesn't count for Race to Dubai, 
doesn't count for FedEx.  It's an enjoyable week.  It's easily treated like a vacation, really 
relaxed and can truly enjoy golf.  So I think that contributed to me being just happy all week 
and allowed me to play really, really free and really nice golf.  Can't say, I mean, I had two 
really good rounds, the Friday round of 9 under and the 7 under the final round where I don't 
remember missing a shot so it was definitely a really solid week all week, so hopefully I can 
replicate it this week and have as much fun as I did last year. 
 
JACK RYAN:  And on that note, do you believe your game's in a really good place right now 
I assume with your success in the fall?    
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, it's been really fun to play as good as I did after the TOUR 
Championship.  You know, defend my title in Spain and then go to Dubai after quite a break 
and play as good as I did and win the TOUR Championship again as well as the Race to 
Dubai, and more than anything how it happened, right?  I spoke about it two weeks ago, but 
the fact of having a six-shot lead on the eighth tee and getting to the 18th hole with needing 
a birdie to win.  It was something I needed to do that I hadn't done yet and I'm glad it 
happened the way it did. 
 
Q.  Jon, as important as any tournament week is for you, how much of your mind 
wanders to next week when a very important event of your life is going to take place? 
 
JON RAHM:  I think -- I'm getting married, next week, Doug. 
 
Q.  I knew that.  
 
JON RAHM:  You were looking at me -- no, I think we thought about it long enough the last 
few months trying to figure it out.  It's a happy occasion, it's a joyful occasion, so I'm not 
really -- it's not like my mind's going to wander.  I'm focusing on this week, I want to defend 
and I want to finish the year strong.  Nothing better than finishing with three in a row so my 
mind's on this week so once it's over I'll focus on that.  But yeah, it is -- I still, every time I go 
home, there's some texts and phone calls I need to make after the golf course because 
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there's some things to tie up and finish up, but when I'm on the course I'm not thinking really 
about it.  
 
Q.  Jon, I know you said in Dubai you weren't looking too far ahead in terms of 2020 
but I'm going to try and test you.  Is world No. 1 now a legitimate goal of yours, and if 
so, when do you think -- you're edging closer, right?  When do you think you'll do 
that? 
 
JON RAHM:  Was it ever not my goal?  That's the question.  Of course, we all want to be 
No. 1 in the world.  Yeah, it is.  I was really close last year.  Actually early in the year, and 
yeah, I mean, I really don't even know what to say because I think we all compete to try to 
be the best in the world and win tournaments.  At the end of the day thought, wherever 
you're in the ranking is a consequence of how you play throughout the year.  So it's not like 
I'm constantly focused on where my world ranking is.  I'm just trying to play good golf and if I 
play good golf and win tournaments, I'll get there at some point. 
 
Q.  Jon, congratulations on being named the European Tour Player of the Year.  
Obviously there are some comparisons with your countryman, Seve.  So I would like 
to know what does Seve mean to you personally and to golf in Spain?  And on a 
related note a few words on Shane Lowry, who I think missed out just by a little bit to 
you? 
 
JON RAHM:  Shane, on what? 
 
Q.  On the Player of the Year.  
 
JON RAHM:  Well, you could have made an argument for either of us, right?  He did win 
Abu Dhabi and he's The Open champion.  I think just just because maybe I might have 
been, I'm not sure, a little bit more consistent than him, I did have three wins, but he did win 
The Open, that's always big, and I think the Race to Dubai, winning that is what might give 
me the edge.  It could have gone either way honestly.  I would have been perfectly happy if 
he would have won just because of how big that Open Championship win is, and how he did 
it, that Saturday performance was quite impressive.  What to say with Seve I haven't said 
already.  He's a huge reference in the world of golf, in the history of golf, so for a small 
country like Spain, him being the biggest name that came out and completely out of nowhere 
because before that we had his uncle, who played the Masters and I think finished top-10 at 
that point before, but nothing compared to what Seve did.  You cannot argue the Ryder Cup 
is what it is thanks to Seve.  You can argue a lot of things thanks to Seve, being the first 
European to win the Masters opened the gates for a lot of European players and golf in 
Spain being what it is thanks to him.  I think I saw an article in Spain before he started 
playing golf there was about 10 to 15,000 people that played golf in Spain, that had a 
license, and then when he retired there was over 350,000.  Same with golf courses, I mean, 
a massive amount of golf courses that were built.  So he is a great influence and a lot of 
what I do is trying to emulate that, right?  I always say I want to make my little mark in the 
history of golf and I'm not always necessarily talking about tournaments won.  You can do a 
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lot of it off the golf course and a lot of people do that, and hopefully I can do my part to 
elevate the game not only in Spain, but Europe and the world. 
 
Q.  Jon, it was announced yesterday that Phil Mickelson's playing in the Saudi event 
and he's joining DJ and Brooks Koepka.  As  Europe's No. 1, I would imagine you 
would be high on the list of people they would want.  Have you thought about going 
there?  What's your thoughts on?  
 
JON RAHM:  I'm not shocked this question came.  I haven't figured out my schedule.  For 
sure the tournaments that I've won, I'll defend.  So there's four weeks that I'll be.  I haven't 
thought that far ahead.  Let's just say it is Torrey Pines and Phoenix, my success on the 
West Coast Swing on the PGA TOUR has been important and that's the last few years I've 
gotten a lot of my points.  As of right now I'm not sure because it is enticing.  It's a Rolex 
Series event, it's a nice golf course, it looked great on TV, I heard great things about the 
tournament but I haven't made up my mind yet.  It is a home week, Phoenix, because I do 
live in Phoenix and the week before Torrey is also important for me.  So I'll need to see what 
I'm going to do, but honestly either/or is a great valuable option for me. 
 
Q.  This is the first year, Jon, of the PGA going to May and the FedEx in August and 
you playing both tours.  What did you learn about how to schedule yourself properly, 
anything? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, kind of whatever we learned this year changes a little bit because they 
are moving the World Golf Championship earlier in the year, we have the Olympics in 
between and Ryder Cup, right?  There's a lot more, I look at my schedule and I kind of know 
what it's going to be, and it's pretty set after the Masters.  But there's a reason I took six 
weeks off right now, just to have more batteries towards the next year. 
 
I have heard a lot of players mention them taking three, four, five, or some breaks even 
throughout the year in the middle of the year and that's what I'm trying to figure out at some 
point, to have breaks like that.  Right now I might play less tournaments from January to 
Tour Championship than I have in the past and maybe play more in the fall just to be a little 
more rested towards the end of the year. 
  
 
Q.  Jon, 2018 and 2019 have been extremely solid for you, but 2020's got a huge 
schedule with the Ryder Cup and the Olympics and all, and you've been pretty close 
to the majors in the last few years, top 5 in three of four. So how much does that play 
on your mind, trying to get the first major? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, we all want to win the major as competitors, right?  I would love to get 
that first win, and it's important, but it's also hard, it's difficult, it's a tough test.  And like I was 
just talking about scheduling, a lot of what we do is trying to figure out the schedule, peak at 
the majors.  I still haven't quite found that formula quite yet.  Last year taking weeks off 
before the majors worked out.  For people playing the week before works out as well.  So I 
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need to find that formula, that little routine where it's going to help me perform my best, 
which I'm not quite there but hopefully I am getting closer because I have played better in 
majors.  I plan on being here for 20 plus years, so hopefully by the end I figure it out. 
 
Q.  What part of your wedding day are you looking forward to the most and was there 
any part of it that got a boost because of your payday a couple weeks ago? 
 
JON RAHM:  Part of the day?  What part, I mean, it's pretty self explanatory, right? 
 
Q.  What part of your wedding are you looking forward to the most, her walking down 
the aisle, the vows?  There's a lot that goes on.  
 
JON RAHM:  Oh, I could say so many bad stuff right now. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Think very carefully about your answer.  
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, I'm really looking forward to writing all those checks to pay for it, 
definitely.  All jokes aside, I think the part I'm looking forward to, in Spain it's going to be a 
Catholic wedding, a church that I basically grew up going to with my grandma, and it's a 
really special place for all people of the City of Bilbao, and I think when I see those doors 
open and see her walking down the aisle for the first time, I think it's going to be what I'm 
looking forward to the most, that first moment of seeing her walk down the aisle.  But there's 
so many possible parts of the day I could mention, but I think that's the single moment 
probably that I'm looking forward to the most. 
 
Q.  Jon, back to golf, on that break you just took, did you view that, was that sort of an 
end of the year time that you assessed your game, maybe looked at stats or was it 
just a straight break? Will you do that at all, will you have a point where you sit back 
with the people around you look at stats and reassess? 
 
JON RAHM:  Not yet.  I do have stats, but I did not look at it.  As soon as the Spanish Open 
ended I stayed in Spain one week and then when I got to the States I basically put my travel 
cover in the garage, did not touch it for a full month.  Completely needed to forget about golf.  
We do so much of it and I love the practice and I rarely take days after where I needed it.  It 
was time to kind of forget about it a little bit, finish strong.  I just won Spain, had six weeks 
off, so took the time off and spent some good quality time with Kelley and the family.  That 
was the whole purpose of it.  And like I said, kind of needed a rest and needed a nice break 
to recharge my batteries towards the next year because even after this event and next week, 
after my wedding, I basically have 15 days before we're in Hawaii again playing a 
tournament, so it's not really the break that I needed.  People might have a Christmas break, 
my break was that.  There was no re-evaluation or anything like that.  I just forgot that I was 
a golfer for five weeks and I'm glad I did it. 
 
Q.  Is that the longest break you've ever taken from golf? 
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JON RAHM:  Pretty much, yeah, yeah. 
 
JACK RYAN:  Jon, we appreciate the time and best of luck this week. 
 
JON RAHM:  Thank you.  
 


