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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
28 October 2019      
 
TIGER WOODS  ( -19) 
 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  Tiger, it's been a great week here in Japan.  Your thoughts and comments 
on being the winner of the inaugural ZOZO CHAMPIONSHIP?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, first off, it was a very long week because I was tied for the lead for 
the better part of five days and going into today's -- finishing up the final round, having a 
three-shot lead and Hideki making a run like he did last night birdieing 11 and 12 and then 
he got off to a good start.  I made a mistake right away at 11 and it became a pretty good 
ballgame.   
 
Wish I would have made one of those putts on 13 and 15, but coming up 18, I had -- looking 
back on it, I probably misread the situation because what happened was Hideki hit his ball 
on -- as I was walking up to 17 green, I made sure I saw him hit his tee shot.  He hit a 
fairway wood off the tee and didn't like it, so looked like he hit some kind of spinner to the 
right.   
 
I finish out 17 and we got to 18 tee, looking down there, it looked like when he hit his shot, 
he hit a good one.  People were clapping, people were applauding.  When I got into my 
second shot, I figured he had hit his second shot from the bunker onto the green from the 
right.  The leaderboard when I got up there on the green didn't show any of the numbers, so 
I was looking across to nine and I couldn't read the numbers, it was too far away, it's in red, 
so I figured I need to make par to win by a shot and end up winning by three, which was a 
little bit to my surprise.  
 
CHRIS REIMER:  And then win No. 82, tying the mark set by Sam Snead for the all-time 
PGA TOUR victories.  When you think about that number, what does that number mean to 
you?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, it's a big number.  It's about consistency and doing it for a long 
period of time.  Sam did it into his 50s and I'm in my early to mid 40s.  So it's about being 
consistent and doing it for a very long period of time.  I've been very fortunate to have had 
the career I've had so far.  To have won this tournament in Japan, it's just so ironic because 
I've always been a global player, I've always played all around the world and to tie the record 
outside the United States is pretty cool. 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  We'll take some questions. 
 
Q.  How big of a difference did the knee operation make?    
 
TIGER WOODS:  As far as playing, I didn't really know that I would come back and play at 
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this level, but the fact that I could get down and read putts again, something I haven't been 
able to do in months.  So it's something very subtle and simple like that, it makes a 
difference.  Then I felt more comfortable with my putter just because I was able to build a 
better stance.  Swing-wise, my speed started coming back.  Ironically, my back has been 
less sore because of it.  I've been able to rotate better, but still, it's always going to be sore 
but it's just less sore.   
 
You know, the way I started out this week, who would have guessed that bogeying the first 
three holes I would come out and shoot the numbers that I shot, but I was able to fight back.  
And I made a few mistakes this week, but they weren't bad.  When I did get out of position, I 
put myself back in position, and on top of that, I made a lot of putts. 
 
Q.  Tiger, they showed a picture on TV of you as a little boy meeting Sam Snead.  I 
was just wondering if you would tell us what you remember of that meeting and 
whether you can see yourself still be out here at 52? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I played with Sam at I think it was Calabasas Country Club.  He was 
doing an outing there and I had come out to play the 17tjh and 18th holes with him.  I 
remember hitting the ball into a little creek and playing it out of the water and making bogey.  
I bogeyed the last and he went par-par.  The only time I ever got a chance to play with Sam 
Snead, I was 2-down through two.   
 
But as far as playing until 52, I hope that's the case.  If you would have asked me a few 
years ago, I would have given you a different answer, but certainly the future looks brighter 
than it has and hopefully I can be as consistent as he was well into my 40s and early 50s. 
 
Q.  Two quick ones.  What was the putting Tim that Mac gave you? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Something I figured out on the first day, just move my hands a little further 
forward, that was it.  He just kept reminding me because I tend to forget things like that. 
 
Q.  And there have been many times in your career where people have written you off.  
How satisfying is it to keep proving them wrong? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, it's satisfying to dig my way out of it and figure out a way.  There are 
some hard times trying to figure it out, but I've come back with different games over the 
years, moving patterns, and this one's been obviously the most challenging.  Then having 
another procedure a couple months ago and again coming back and winning an event, not 
easy to do, but I trust my hands and today was no different. 
 
Q.  Tiger, do you think you did enough to impress the captain today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think I certainly as a player got the captain's attention. 
 
Q.  And then as a follow-up, I know you've had some demanding tournaments in your 
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career, 2008 U.S. Open.  Physically, how would this one rank? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  This was certainly demanding.  It's been, as I said, being in the lead for 
the better part of five days, it puts a stress on the mind and not easy to do.  It's not easy to 
handle.  I've been in the position a few times in my career.  I think the last time I was in this 
position was the TOUR Championship last year and it's stressful.  It's very hard, it wears one 
out.  This week's been no different, it wore me out.  Somehow I was able to finish out on top 
and made the key putts this week.  Hideki made a run at me and fortunately I was able to 
make that one putt at 14 and obviously make birdie at 18.  
 
Q.  Tiger, several times over the summer you really looked like you were hurting.  Was 
it just a matter of a combination of getting the knee fixed and taking some time off 
and all of a sudden you're hitting balls out there at home and everything's okay or is 
that too simple? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, the knee didn't allow me to rotate, and because of that it put more 
stress on my lower back and my hip.  So it was one of those things where as I was telling 
you guys earlier, that I was going to do this procedure last year after the Hero and get it 
done, but I felt like I was rolling after winning the TOUR Championship and I wanted to play 
Torrey Pines.  So I didn't do the procedure and as the year went on, it deteriorated a bit and 
I struggled.  Now I'm able to clear a little bit better, I feel better, I'm able to hit shots that I 
know I can hit and this week was a good sign for the future. 
 
Q.  Tiger, congratulations.  You have just won the tournament in Japan, so I think this 
winning makes you imagine to compete in Tokyo Olympic Games next year? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I hope so.  I hope to qualify for the team and represent my country.  
Right now I'm ninth in the world and hopefully I'll move up a little bit, but I don't know when 
the qualifying ends.  Hopefully I can play a little better than I did post-Masters this year and 
play a little better and qualify for the team.  I know some of my friends have made Olympic 
teams before in the past and they said it's a once-in-a-lifetime experience.  I have never 
played for a gold medal before and certainly it would be an honor to do it, and especially at 
the age I'll be, I'll be 44 and I don't know if I have many more chances after that. 
 
Q.  You talked about the pressure of leading for four or five days, but you come out 
this morning and suddenly that four or five days is condensed in a seven-hole sprint.  
How difficult is it to kind of reset and get into the groove straightaway and keep the 
momentum going? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I felt that 12, it was going to be an important hole.  It's one of the 
hardest holes on the golf course and I hit a good tee shot down there and tried to bust a 
6-iron.  Didn't hit it right and made bogey and all of a sudden it's a two-shotter.  Then we get 
to 14.  I saw Hideki stuff one in there and if he makes -- I delayed my second shot to make 
sure that I knew what he did.  He ended up missing the putt, so then my layup became a 
little easier and I ended up making birdie after a nice little teach from Keegan's putt.   
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At 15, I thought this was going to be the tournament.  If I'm able to make this putt, I figure the 
tournament's over.  I didn't.  Hideki birdies 16 and next thing you know it's a ballgame 
coming up the last. 
 
Q.  Tiger, I know you don't spend a lot of time thinking about records like this, but at 
any point maybe when that was that Sam Snead's record started to become a reality 
for you? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think probably when I got probably north of 50, but then 
unfortunately I went through some rough patches with my back and didn't play for a number 
of years, so that record seemed like it was out of reach.  Having had my fourth back 
procedure and being able to come back and play at a decently high level again, it put the 
number back in the conversation again.  Lo and behold, here we are tied.  
 
CHRIS REIMER:  Finally, just any message to the fans and their support at the ZOZO 
CHAMPIONSHIP this week?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  I just want to thank all of them for coming out.  This has been a tough 
week weather-wise and for the entire country.  For them to come out and support us today, 
on a Monday, it was very special for us to play here in front of the fans.  This week starting 
with the Skins game, they've come out and supported this championship.  They've come out 
and supported all the events I've ever played in Japan and it's fun to play in front of such 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic fans.  I can't wait to experience it again next year. 
 
CHRIS REIMER:  Okay.  Well, congratulations.  Wonderful victory and on the 82 victories as 
well, Tiger. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Thanks, Reimer.  
  


