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PGA TOUR INTERVIEW  
28 October 2019      
 
JAY MONAHAN 
 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  What a day, huh?  
 
Q.  Yeah.  I'm guessing you watched it.  What was your immediate thoughts when he 
finished up? 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Well, my immediate thoughts were just wow.  You know, when you really 
start to add it all up as it was done in the broadcast for eight hours last night and then this 
morning, you know, to know that nobody's ever going to be able to say, certainly for the 
foreseeable future, that they won more events on the PGA TOUR than Tiger, and when you 
think of all that went into it, it's just a really special moment coming from a guy that has done 
so much for the tour and done so much for the sport.  I was really -- what I was thinking 
about was how happy I was for him and how happy I know a lot of guys on our tour are for 
him.  There wasn't a single person probably not watching that. 
 
Q.  I mean, to that point, I was talking to Rory today after the round and he kind of did 
the quick math in his head and he said, "I'd have to win six times for the next 10 years 
to match that."  It's pretty impressive.  Can you imagine?  I mean, and I've gotten 
comments from other players that this one probably won't be broken.  Do you kind of 
have the same feeling? 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Yeah, I'm a never-say-never kind of person, but you start looking back, 
the longevity, the consistency, what goes into it.  Like you start looking at some of the 
underlying elements like the 142 consecutive starts, the seven tournaments that he won five 
times or more, 11-time Player of the Year, you know, all the stuff that you've documented, 
it's just hard to imagine anybody doing that again.   
 
But, you know, the beauty of the game is there's a lot of people out there that think they can 
and that's what's so inspiring about kind of the message that he's delivered through the 
years but in particular today. 
 
Q.  I just missed the first part of that, just your thoughts.  This was a record that 
people said would never get broken and now Tiger's equalled it. 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Yeah.  You know, I was just saying to Rex that as you watch it, it's just 
one of those "wow" moments.  When you see something happen in sport that you didn't 
think was possible or when you saw a record that's existed that you didn't think anybody 
would get to and then you see someone get there, it's just, for people that love the sport and 
follow the sport and know how much Tiger has meant in the sport, it's just a really historic 
and special moment for our sport.  I mean, that really -- that's it.  And you can't help knowing 
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where he was, as he has so clearly articulated, and the uncertainty that he had around his 
ability to come back and play, for him to get there and to do it today is really special.   
 
I also think that it's such a part of him, and you guys have documented it so well through the 
years, he doesn't fancy ties too much, so he's already on to, "How do I get to 83?"  
 
Q.  Jay, you're a baseball guy and I kind of heard this from a couple players, what 
would you compare this to?  Someone said Ripken.  I wanted to get your thoughts on 
that. 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Yeah, to me, that's a hard one.  You just look at the Joe DiMaggio hitting 
streak, 56 consecutive game hitting streak.  I mean, it's been out there for a long period of 
time.  The quality of play is better and better, yet when's the last time we really were talking 
about someone getting close to that? 
 
So that, to me, that's one.  And then obviously Michael Phelps winning 23 gold medals and 
dominating in each of the Olympic Games that he was in, and only having the ability to do 
that every four years but to do it over an extended period of time, I think along those lines.   
 
But honestly, and it might be somewhat selfishly, when I turn it around the other way and I 
say what compares to this, it's hard for me to come up with something.  I mean, it's 82 wins. 
 
Q.  Looking at the tournament, could you wish for anything better for an inaugural 
event?  You've got Tiger Woods winning and being chased down by the Japan No. 1. 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Yeah.  I thought, and listen, it was a wonderful week and obviously we 
had some challenges with the typhoon, but you're right.  The way it all came down, Hideki 
performed beautifully, and as Tiger said, he gave him all he could handle.  I think that was a 
big moment, a big stage for Hideki.   
 
And to your point, to be our inaugural event and to have Tiger win it, when you look at the 
fact that of those 72, 64 in the United States, eight are international.  And when you think of 
Tiger, you think of, you know, his global reach and his global relevancy.  To me, as I said to 
him tonight, it's only fitting that he would win oversees. 
  


