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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
26 October 2019      
 
TIGER WOODS  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Tiger, this round was not like your first where you had to fight your way back.  A 
little cleaner, seven birdies, one bogey.  How would you describe this round? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, it was a little bit better ball-striking-wise.  Still not quite how I would 
like to have it, but I scored well and the conditions are a little bit more benign today and I hit 
a lot of good putts today.  
 
Q.  Given how soft this golf course was, did that alter your strategy at least compared 
to the first round?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, we were surprised, I think the whole field was surprised with the fact 
that we could have played it down today, the fairways drained so well.  When we have ball in 
hand, you know the guys are going to go low.  Soft greens like this, the ball's just plugging in 
the greens.  Don't have to worry about too much spin, which is great; just attack.  The 
conditions allow us to be really aggressive. 
 
Q.  We've seen you feed off the energy from the crowds throughout your career.  Did 
you miss that today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Today was just one of those days where we did this at Congressional one 
year when the derecho came through there and it was just like a ghost town.  This was a 
little bit different.  When you make a putt and you kind of put your hand up, you're like, hmm, 
don't really need to put your hand up because there's no one clapping. 
 
Q.  You'll have the crowd tomorrow and it will be energetic and a long day.  How do 
you mentally prepare for that? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, it's going to be a long one and we're going to play it from sun up to 
sundown.  So my tee time's going to be about 8:30 tomorrow and we're going to finish 
probably a little bit later than we are right now, so it's going to be dark.  Probably looking to 
get somewhere near 27 holes in tomorrow.  Hopefully I can play well and get myself right 
there. 
 
Q.  So, Tiger, after round two, you're now 11 under par and you're still in the lead but 
now alone. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Twelve. 
 
Q.  Twelve, right, sorry.  Looking back, how do you feel about your game today? 
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TIGER WOODS:  I felt pretty good about it today.  I hit the ball a little bit better than I did 
yesterday, which is nice, and I had the speed of the greens again.  The greens are soft, 
they're a little bit slower today and we could give it a little bit extra rap on it. 
 
Q.  So yesterday was an historic amount of rain in Chiba Prefecture.  How did it affect 
your game, if any? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think that everyone in the field probably was shocked that we could 
have played it down today.  The fairways drained unbelievably well and we -- anytime you 
get pros like this at this level with ball in hand, the scores are going to be low and they were 
again today.  I figured I had to be a little bit more aggressive today and get after some of 
these flags.  There were a few holes that are hard and long and had to be conservative and I 
made a couple good saves, which is nice, and I kept the round going. 
 
Q.  There were also a couple holes where the wind blew quite strong.  Did it make the 
course more difficult or challenging? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It did on that front nine.  We had a couple holes in there, right around four, 
five, six, it was pumping pretty good and just had to hopefully play those holes clean, which I 
was able to do.  I was able to keep a clean card through that area.  Got to the back nine, it 
started to lay down just a little bit.  Again, the greens are soft and so it was nice to fire at 
some of these flags.  I left a lot of putts -- a lot of my putts were below the hole, so I could go 
ahead and be pretty aggressive. 
 
Q.  And also, there were no audiences today --  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- which is a bummer, and it was quite a contrast from the first day.  How did you 
feel? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I've only played like this one other time, at Congressional at my 
tournament in D.C. where we had that derecho come through.   
 
You know, I had made a couple putts today and I went to put my hand up and I'm like, don't 
put your hand up, there's no one clapping, so just move on about your business and just go 
ahead and keep trying to plug my way up the board, and I was able to do that. 
 
Q.  Tiger, are you surprised to be atop the leaderboard after being away nine weeks 
and surgery on your knee? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I'm surprised that I was able to score as well as I have; usually that takes 
a little bit of time.  But this golf course is a little bit on the softer side.  I've been able to strike 
my irons pretty well this week so far and that's been nice.   
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Today, as I was saying earlier, I left a lot of my approach shots below the hole and I was 
able to be pretty aggressive, and the greens are a little bit slower than they were yesterday.  
I had a good feel on the putting green, which was nice.  Hit a lot of putts from below the hole 
and making sure that put a lot of right hand into it and released it and it felt good all day. 
 
Q.  Tiger, given your offseason, how much of a physical test will tomorrow be, sun up 
to sundown? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, hopefully we'll have not too long a delay out there like we did today 
at 14.  That was a bit.  You could see all the players, they're talking, being fidgety, moving 
around, stretching.  I put my sweater on for that little bit just to keep warm and keep moving.  
That was the whole idea.  I think tomorrow's going to be the same thing.  We're going to 
hopefully not have too long a break between rounds, go right back out there and get after it. 
 
Q.  How does the proposition of playing up to 27 holes change your warm-up, your 
preparation?  How do you approach tomorrow differently? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Warm-up wise it's still going to be the same.  It's just going to be a long 
day.  Eat a lot of food tonight and then tomorrow, same thing, make sure that I eat enough 
and feel good about my warm-up session.  I felt like I hit it a little bit better today, which is 
nice.  That's nice going into a long day like tomorrow because it's going to be a bit of a test 
physically and mentally to play for, what, up to 10 hours.  So it's going to be a long day. 
 
Q.  Tiger, what was better, joker or the time at Domino's? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  One was dark and one was happy. 
 
Q.  So there were spectators from outside the golf course cheering for you.  Did you 
hear that? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, we did, we heard it on four.  My tee shot there was -- I was a little 
startled when they were yelling because we didn't expect it.  When we were driving in, quite 
a few of the spectators were out there, you know, trying to give us a little support before we 
went into the clubhouse, which was nice.  We heard them there at four, we heard them at 
13.  They were on the outside, but they were trying to be a part of the event and tomorrow 
they get to do that. 
 
Q.  You're paired with GW tomorrow.  How much, if at all, will the captain's hat come 
on during the round as a potential pick? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, if that's the case, then I've got to take a look at myself more, too. 
 
Q.  Sure, sure. 
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TIGER WOODS:  No, tomorrow we're trying to win an event.  He played well last week; 
finished, what, third?  I think that we're both looking forward to getting after it tomorrow and 
competing and putting ourselves in a position come Monday.  But we're going to have a long 
day ahead of us tomorrow and it's going to be a test. 
 
Q.  Tiger, did you consider that you got yourself in a little bit more of a dicey situation 
than you would have intended yesterday given the weather and not being able to get 
back to the hotel? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No.  I mean, even when we got back, we still had plenty of time.  It wasn't 
that bad.  Some of the guys walked back home, like a 45-, 50-minute walk.  We weren't quite 
sure if the rain had truly passed yet, so we just waited and had some food.  The needle was 
out, we were giving each other a hard time the entire time.  It was great. 
 
Q.  A lot of the people that were affected by the rain yesterday, what would you like to 
show them? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think that first and foremost that everyone's safe.  I know that the 
last typhoon, a number of people lost their lives and hopefully that wasn't the case this time 
around.  I know everything's saturated and everything's full.  I know there's an evacuation 
not too far away from here and a lot of lives were affected.   
 
We were lucky to be in the position where we were in a hotel that was safe and we were 
able to ride it out where we know a lot of other people weren't in that position and hopefully 
that everything turned out positively. 
  


