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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
23 October 2019      
 
JUSTIN THOMAS 
 
 
NICK PARKER:  Like to welcome in Justin Thomas into the media center here at the ZOZO 
CHAMPIONSHIP.   
 
Justin, arriving here after your 11th win last week, you now have two more wins over the last 
three seasons than any other player on Tour.  Just how special was last week to get another 
win in Asia here? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It's great.  There's something about Asia, I seem to do pretty well over 
here, I don't really know what it is.  It's always a good time of year I feel like for me.  I try to, 
you know, view those months or weeks, I guess, in the past couple years after the season 
ends as I think a lot of people take the time off, which is nice to do and fine, but I come over 
here want to go play well, expecting to play well, and I don't want it to be a waste of time 
kind of thing. 
 
So I put a lot of work in before I went to Korea and I was glad to see it show, so we've got 
one more week over here to try to take care of some business and then we've got a little 
time off. 
 
NICK PARKER:  Like to open it up to questions from the media. 
 
Q.  Justin, you've obviously had a lot of success over here, I'm wondering what your 
impression of the fans have been.  They seem to be, at least here in Japan, some of 
the most generous fans with their applause and seem to be really appreciative and 
kind of equally supportive of every player.  I'm wondering what your impressions 
have been.  
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, it is awesome.  The people are just so nice.  It's not like 
you -- you don't run into -- you don't have any like run-ins with fans or it's like you never hear 
anything disrespectful.  It's so cool how honored they are to meet you, take a picture with 
you, get an autograph from you.  Whether it's a kid or an adult, it seems very genuine, which 
is really cool.  You can see why golf is doing so well over here and why it's such a growing 
sport, which I think it shows a lot and says a lot that how big it is for us to be coming over 
here and playing, not only for the game of golf but for our brands, it's huge. 
 
So it is nice.  I definitely feel a lot of love from the fans and it does, like you said, feel very 
equal.  Obviously you know you're going to have your Hideki roars this week or last week 
when they were cheering hard for Ben An on Saturday, Sunday, but it's not like they weren't 
not cheering for myself or anything like that.  It's like you said, it's very, very equal.  It's kind 
of like over at the British Open, they respect good golf and they come out there to watch us 
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play and that's what they see, so it's pretty cool. 
 
Q.  You've had success in Asia, but as we've gone to the new split season schedule 
and there's so many events now in the fall, is there almost an added importance for 
the players who qualify for these three events where you can actually use this run and 
set up the rest of the season really well? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I mean, that's been the case for me.  It's been huge.  I mean, this time 
of year I like playing.  I seem to -- I saw something the other day where like all of my wins 
are within like four months or something like that, or it's only between a couple months, 
whereas the summer I seem to struggle.  So I need to figure out something I'm not doing in 
the summer that I'm doing this time of year or we just need to add more events in Asia, one 
or the other. 
 
Yeah, it's nice just because it's not that I feel like I was pressing last year because I didn't 
win, but I still finished fifth in Malaysia to where I was at least high enough up in the 
FedExCup where I wasn't, you know, like I have to play well to get to BMW or whatever it 
might be.  I mean, it is nice.  I don't know how many points it takes to get to East Lake, but I 
would have to imagine I'm pretty close already.  So that's a nice feeling knowing that I'm two 
events in and at this point it's just about seeing how many more tournaments I can win and 
then obviously the certain tournaments down the road.  But it definitely is a nice jump start to 
the year and going into Hawaii. 
 
Q.  As far as the Presidents Cup captain's picks, do you think it's important how Tiger 
plays this week or will you just like to see him on the team come what may? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, I mean, I think, I don't know.  I've obviously thought about it some 
just because I've been in communication with him just as much as the other seven guys in 
terms of the picks, but especially once last week started and now this week, I'm just kind of 
worried about myself and trying to get my game and everything ready.  Then, you know, if 
we get together for dinner or if we do something and he asks me, I'm obviously going to be 
more than willing to tell him at least what I think.   
 
I think it's hard, I think both teams honestly, it's very difficult because there's so many guys 
that have the opportunity to get the picks.  I don't know if you want to look at it as a positive 
or a negative, but I definitely would look at it for us as a positive that we have that many 
great players that have the opportunity to get a pick. 
 
You can't really go wrong with a lot of them.  You definitely can't go wrong picking him, but 
my big thing is he needs to -- he needs to be ready, but he also -- I would have to imagine 
that's a huge task to captain and play.  So that's for him, you know, him and the other 
captains, if he's going to be ready for that.  And if he decides to pick himself, I know he will 
because I know his No. 1 priority is to win that Presidents Cup whether he's a playing 
captain or just a captain.  So he's going to do whatever he feels like he needs to do to give 
us the best chance. 
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Q.  Justin, how do you think Tiger will do as Presidents Cup captain?  You said you've 
been in touch with him a lot.  Obviously you're getting some sort of a vibe as to how 
he's going about this.  Any thoughts going in? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I think he's going to do great.  I know how serious he's taken the vice 
captain roles in the past.  I mean, I guess I've only played on one team that he's been a vice 
captain, but just from hearing in the past and then experiencing it at Liberty, he takes it very 
seriously.  He wants to know anything and everything that we're thinking, why we're thinking 
it, what could be possible alternatives and, you know, if we do this, what happens with that, 
and if -- so he wants to get all variables to where he feels like he's making the best decision. 
 
It's cool because I feel like it would be very easy for someone like him to just -- you know, 
I'm just going to be a captain because it would be cool on my resume and everybody wants 
me to be a captain and we'll just go over there and hopefully we'll just play better than them.   
 
But no, he has the full intention of getting the best team as possible sent out every day and 
us to win every point that we play.  So it's pretty cool, especially playing for him, to see how 
passionate he is about it. 
 
Q.  You haven't been worse than T-12 in your last eight starts, you've won two of your 
last four, you were T-4 and T-9 before that.  One, what's it like to be on a heater like 
that, and if you were to win this week, would you consider adding a tournament and 
cutting off your break? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  No, I wouldn't.  No matter what happens this week, I want the time off.  I 
have a lot of fun things planned, I want to get away from the game and make sure that I'm 
fresh and ready.  I really, really want to play well at Bahamas this year.  I feel like I've played 
just horribly there for how easy that golf course is and how I have the opportunity to get 
ready for it, I haven't played well there.  So I want to make sure I take some time off after 
this week, take a couple weeks and then have a week or two to get back into it and really 
make sure that I'm ready for Tiger's event to go into the Presidents Cup. 
 
No, I mean, it feels good.  I don't feel like I'm on anything crazy.  To be honest, I've been 
working my ass off this entire year ever since I got hurt.  I was playing some of the best golf I 
felt like I had played in my career going into the Masters and at the Masters I just fought a 
cold putter and couldn't get anything in the hole or else I felt like I easily could have won that 
tournament, and then kind of put things in perspective getting hurt.   
 
No, I mean, I've worked really, really hard to get back to winning some tournaments.  I felt 
like I was close at the end of the year, just stuff wasn't going my way or putts weren't going 
in the hole.  We've been working on some of the right things and I've been doing the things I 
need to do at home when I'm not playing to make sure I'm ready when I get to tournaments.   
 
That being said, I understand careers are going to have many ups and downs and heaters 
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and cold streaks, so I'm just going to try to keep playing as much good golf as I can as long 
as I can. 
 
Q.  Considering the work you've put in and the recent results, are you comfortable 
with where your game is right now or do you feel like there is more room to grow? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  There's definitely room for improvement.  I mean, I'm playing really well.  
I felt like last week was some of the best mentally I've been, I just was in a great, great place 
all week.  Nothing really phased me or bothered me.  I would make a bogey and I would let it 
go immediately.  I would be upset or I maybe say a couple things to Jimmy, but I think in the 
past, I know especially my first couple years on Tour, I would kind of let that linger and 
bother me.   
 
I know a lot of other people didn't notice this probably, but most of my holes last week, after I 
made bogey I birdied the next hole, which I think says a lot about where my mind was on the 
golf course.  Jimmy did a great job last week, we just were in sync and everything came very 
easy. 
 
But no, I just think I can always improve and I think that's what's so fun about this game and 
frustrating is I'm not -- I'm not searching to become perfect because I know that that's not 
possible, but I am a perfectionist, so it kind of contradicts itself.  I just feel like if I can just 
improve everything just a little bit, you know.  I'm always working to get a little bit better on 
my putting.  I know that my chipping and my pitching can get a lot better.  My iron play is 
really good, but I feel like I can kind of hone that in and get, you know, some little things 
fixed up.  And driving and 3-wood.  It's always just trying to, you know, just get it a little bit 
better to where those bad days are just even better because I think that's what separates the 
best players in the world. 
 
Q.  Justin, you just mentioned your state of mind after making mistakes, that you get 
(inaudible.)  How do you do that? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I don't know.  I'm sure you have days where you wake up and you're in 
a better mood than others, all of us do.  It's just last week I seemed to be very at ease and I 
don't know.  I enjoy that place, it's a great event, they treat us great, the food's great, 
everything is just very easy, so that definitely helps.  But it's just a place I'm comfortable 
with.   
 
But I mean, I think I got a lot of rest the week before.  I think sometimes when you're lacking 
sleep or something like that, you can get a little irritable, which is very easy to lack sleep 
over here in terms of the jet lag.   
 
So I don't know.  It's kind of one of those weeks where I just was in a good place and 
everything was kind of easy flowing and I never -- you know, although I wasn't here the 
whole time, my mood swings were a lot less, if you will.  They weren't really high and really 
low, they just were kind of hovering around the middle, which is something I'm trying to get a 
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little bit better at.  I don't want to be anybody I'm not, but at the same time, kind of getting 
those lows a little bit higher like last week is what we're working for. 
 
NICK PARKER:  Thanks, Justin, for coming in.  Best of luck this week. 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Thank you. 
  


